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THE 


Any  subscribers  who  wish  extra  copies  of  the  Diary 
(2  s  6d.  each)  will  please  apply  for  them  as  soon  as  possible. 
We  are  having  an  exceptionally  large  influx  of  new  sub- 
scribers, so  that  our  stock  of  extra  copies  of  the  Diary  is 
being  rapidly  reduced. 

All  subscribers'  copies  in  the  United  Kingdom  have  been 
sent  out  during  the  past  week.  The  foreign  edition  was 
despatched  some  weeks  ago,  so  tha1;  in  all  countries  it  might 
reach  subscribers  before  the  beginning  of  the  new  year., 
Diaries  received  towards  the  end  of  January  are  of  little  use. 

The  questions  in  the  Diary  Competition  this  year  are  new. 
We  hops  a  large  number  of  subscribers]will  reply  to  them. 
There  are  ten  guineas  hanging  to  the  work. 


OUR    WINTER  NUMBER. 


The  Chemist  and  Druggist, Winter  Number  will  be  pub- 
lished on  January  23,  1899.  We  [can  ^insert  circulars  and 
price-lists  in  that  i;sue,  and  any  firms  who  are 
thinking  of  making  a  good  advertisement  of  this  kind  to 
the  drag-trade  cannot  do  bettar  than  i  ask  the  C.  $>  D. 
publisher  what  he  would  advise.  It  is  important  to  place 
orders  with  us  as  soon  as  possible.  There  is  no  question  of 
the  advantage  of  thisjnethod  of  distributing  circulars  to  the 
trade.  The  cost  by  the  C.  $  D.  way  is  about  a  fourth  of 
what  it  is  sending  singly  by  circular-post ;  we  see  that  every 
one  of  our  insets  gets  to  a  live  business-man,  and  we  save 
advertisers  all  the  worry  and  trouble  of  addressing,  &c. 


There  is  much  valuable  legal  advice  on  p.  949. 

Some  Ideas  on  Paint-driers  are  given  on  p.  940. 

A  Blackheath  Chemist's  Assistant  has  been  found 
dead  in  the  shop  (p.  923;. 

The  technical  uses  of  ozone  are  the  .'iibject  of  an  inter- 
esting paper  reported  on  p.  939. 

The  Report  of  MAGOR3  (Limited)  is  an  interesting 
object-lesson  in  coinpany-phaimacy  (p.  947). 

LlQ.  STRYCHNINE  and  liq.  arsenicalis  do  cot  go  well  to- 
gether, as  a  Johannesburg  doctor  is  hading  out  (p.  925). 

Mr.  Harrington,  of  South  Kensington,  is  the  first  Minor 
man  to  get  a  seat  on  the  Pharmaceutical  Council  (p  927;. 

The  Board  of  Trade  Returns  are  a  little  more  cheerful 
this  month  to  everybody  but  alkali  manufacturers  (p.  938). 

Mr.  Rutherford  Hill  discusses  the  sexuality  of  the 
troublesome  Loch  Ltveu  pond-weed,  Anacharix  Ahinantrui/t 
(p.  948). 

The  firms  cf  Lsnnon  (Cape  Town)  and  Dieteiich  (Hel- 
fenberg)  have  been  converted  into  joint-stock  companies 
(p.  947;. 

Some  Further  Particulars  in  regrard  to  the  alcoholic 
preparations  on  which  the  extra  drawback  is  desired  are 
given  on  p.  936. 

Eaethnut  Oil  is  interesting  to  the  drug-trade  as  an 
adulteiant  of  and  substitute  for  olive  oil.  Its  chemistry  is 
discussed  on  p  940. 

Mr.  R.  B.  Barron  has  retired  from  the  presidency  of  tho- 
Drug  Club,  and  is  succeeded  by  Mr.  A.  li.  Hill.  The 
secretaryship  is  taken  up  by  Mr.  J.  C.  Umney  (p.  922;. 

The  Apothecaries'  Society  is  handing  over  the  Chelsea 
Physic  Gardens  to  the  Trustees  of  the  London  Parochial 
Charities,  with  the  assurance  that  the  gardens  will  be  up- 
held (p.  922). 

Professor  J.  M.  Thomson  and  Dr.  Leonard  Dobbin  are 
the  new  chemistry  examiners  to  the  Pharmaceutical  Society, 
and  Professor  Farmer  has  succeeded  Mr.  Seward  as  a  botany 
examiner  (p.  928). 

Mr.  B.  S.  Proctor  discussed  the  poison-regulations  and 
gave  reminiscences  of  the  part  he  took  in  the  dispute  of  1870, 
in  a  paper  read  to  the  Newcastle  Chemists'  Association  on 
Wednesday  evening  (p.  941). 

We  print  on  p.  925  a  cabled  message  from  the  Cape, 
stating  that  the  Bill  which  was  to  impose  the  obaoxious 
regulation  regarding  the  labelling  of  patent  medicines  has 
been  abandoned  for  this  Session.  . 

Company-pharmacy  is  now  threatened  by  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Council,  who  also  are  moving  to  make  poison 
regulations  compulsory  (p.  927).  A  history  of  the  discussion 
on  poisons-regulations  in  1870-71  will  be  found  on  p.  931. 

Professor  Dunstan  has  reported  to  the  C  hemical  Society 
on  an  Indian  henbane  which  gives  a  fair  yield  of  hyoscya- 
mine.  Mr.  Fenton  also  made  interesting  observations  on  the 
oxidation  of  polyhydiic  alcohols,  such  as  glycerin  (p.  939). 

Liverpool  Pharmaceutical  Students  had  a  thoroughly 
practical  night  last  week,  in  which  they  discussed  uselut 
dispensing-problems  and  the  making  of  suppositories 
(p.  944).  Edinburgh  apprentic3s  were  not  Jar  behit.d 
(p.  943). 

Quicksilver  and  quinine  are  dearer,  so  are  saffron, 
menthol,  and  thymol.  At  the  Amsterdam  cinchona -auctions 
this  week  the  unit  reached  was  4|o.  We  report  the 
drug-auctions  held  in  London,  which  were  somewhat  below 
the  average  in  supplies  (p.  952). 

We  Give  Portraits  of  the  new  member  of  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Council,  Mr.  J.  F.  Harrington,  and  of  two  of  the 
new  examiners,  Professor  J.  M.  Thomson  and  Dr.  Dobbin 
(p.  933);  also  of  the  new  Chairman  of  the  Drug  Club,  Mr. 
A.  B.  Hill  (p.  922) ;  and  of  a  lady  vice  president  of  the 
American  Pharmaceutical  Association  (p.  9J2;. 
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Local  newspapers  containing  marked  items  of  news  interesting 
to  the  trade  are  always  welcomed  by  the  Editor. 


Bone  brush  Makers  Strike. 

The  following  letter  has  been  sent  to  the  Times  by  Mr. 
Ernest  Wakely,  Secretary  of  the  Master  Bone-brush  Makers' 
Association  : — 

At  a  meeting  of  this  Association  held  yesterday,  I  was  instructed 
to  forward  to  you  the  following  statement  of  facts  : — A  strike  in 
the  bone-brush  trade  has  been  on  now  for  thirteen  weeks.  On 
Monday  last  five  men  came  into  work  for  a  leading  firm.  On  this 
becoming  known,  two  pickets  on  duty  for  the  men  came  into  the 
factory  and  asked  for  a  job,  which  was  given  them,  and  on  going 
out  to  fetch  their  tools  they  were  at  once  surrounded,  and  one 
was  brutally  assaulted  by  a  blow  in  the  face.  These  two  men  are 
afraid  to  prosecute  or  to  give  evidence  of  the  assault,  and 
they  dare  not  continue  to  work.  Four  of  the  five  who  came 
in  on  Monday  were  intimidated  on  Wednesday  and  left  their 
work  very  reluctantly,  the  fifth  being  fed  and  housed  on  the 
premises  with  the  other  hands  who  have  been  at  work  for  some 
time.  At  Worship  Street  on  the  30th  ult.,  Mr.  Corser  fined  a 
man  20s.  or  fourteen  days  in  a  case  relating  to  another  firm  in  the 
same  trade.  From  this  it  is  evident  that  the  dispute  is  not 
between  capital  and  labour,  but  between  labour  and  labour — viz., 
between  those  anxious  to  work  and  those  who  are  trying  to  prevent 
them. 

The  Drug-club. 

This  well-known  circle  of  the  wholesale  drug-trade,  which 
had  its  origin  in  the  beginning  of  the  century,  and  was  resusci- 
tated about  seven  years  ago  under  the  presidency  of  Mr. 
Richard  Bankes  Barron,  has  recently  held  its  annual 
meeting.  The  aims  of  the  club  are  largely  directed  to 
ensure  that  the  rights  of  wholesale  druggists,  as  represented 
by  the  antiquated  customs  of  allowances  of  the  port  of 
London,  are  not  only  not  lost  sight  of  |but  duly  respected. 


Mr.  A.  B.  Hill 

Apart  from  this,  the  fact  that  the  club  members  dine 
periodically  at  the  Albion  Tavern,  Aldersgate  Street,  gives 
them  frequent  opportunity  of  discussing  other  questions. 
We  have  heard  regrets  expressed  upon  all  sides  at  the 
retirement  of  Mr.  Barron  from  the  presidency,  especially  as 
this  has  been  determined  by  the  indisposition  which  has 
caused  his  absence  from  business  for  some  months.  We 
understand  that  Mr.  A.  B.  Hill,  of  Southwark,  a  senior 
member  in  one  of  the  oldest  firms  in  London,  has  been 
appointed  to  succeed  Mr.  Barron  in  the  presidency.  Another 
change  has  also  been  made  by  the  retirement  of  Mr.  Charles 
Umney  from  the  post  of  Hon.  Secretary  to  the  club.  This 
position  he  has  held  since  the  resuscitation  of  the  club,  but 
he  is  not  so  disposed  as  he  was  in  former  years  to  take  up 
any  subject  which  requires  the  attention  of  an  indefatigable 
worker,  and  the  club  have  appointed  his  son,  Mr.  John  C. 
Umney,  to  the  position. 


The  Chelsea  Physic  Garden. 

The  Apothecaries'  Society  having  decided  to  abandon  the 
management  of  the  physic  garden  at  Chelsea,  a  scheme  has 
been  drawn  up  for  vesting  the  control  in  the  Trustees  of  the 
London  Parochial  Charities.  The  scheme  provides  a  manag- 
ing committee  of  fifteen  members,  eight  to  be  nominated  by 
the  Trustees  and  one  each  by  the  Treasury,  the  Lord  Presi- 
dent of  the  Council,  the  Technical  Education  Board,  the 
Royal  Society,  the  Society  of  Apothecaries  and  the  Royal 
College  of  Physicians  in  turn,  the  Pharmaceutical  Society 
of  Great  Britain,  and  the  Senate  of  the  University  of  London. 
The  existing  garden  is  to  be  fully  maintained ;  rooms  are  to 
be  provided  for  lectures  and  experimental  teaching,  and  the 
Trustees  are  to  be  given  authority,  if  they  think  fit,  to  erect 
and  fully  equip  a  physiological  laboratory.  An  income  of 
800Z.  a  year  is  to  be  provided  by  the  Trustees,  and  in  addi- 
tion the  committee  will  be  furnished  with  money  to  enable 
them  to  enforce  the  scheme.  The  committee  are  to  appoint 
a  curator  and  assistants,  and  are  authorised  to  provide 
lectures  in  botany  and  to  arrange  for  the  maintenar.ce  of 
botanical  collections  of  living  plants  for  teaching  purposes. 
Students  of  institutions  receiving  aid  from  the  funds  of  the 
City  Parochial  Foundation  are  to  be  eligible  for  free  admis- 
sion, and  so  long  as  a  yearly  payment  of  not  less  than  150/ 
is  made  by  Parliament,  students  of  the  Royal  College  of 
Science  shall  also  be  admitted  without  payment,  w  bile  they, 
the  professors,  and  teachers  of  the  college  shall  be  entitled 
to  the  use  of  the  garden,  the  botanical  collections,  and  the- 
lecture  rooms  for  such  time  as  may  be  approved  by  the 
Charity  Commis5ioners. 

The  Optical  Examinations. 

The  Spectacle-makers'  Company  announce  that  the  next 
Modified  examination  will  be  held  on  March  1,  2,  and  3. 
There  are  already  thirty  names  entered  for  it.  As  a  con- 
venience for  candidates  from  the  country,  an  endeavour  will 
be  made  to  go  through  the  written  and  the  viva-voce  in  one 
day.  February  14  is  the  last  day  on  which  applications  (on 
the  official  form)  can  be  received  by  Colonel  T.  Davies 
Sewell,  the  Clerk,  at  Guildhall,  London,  E.C.  It  is  proposed 
to  issue  a  revised  syllabus  shortly,  and  we  may  add  that 
more  practical  work  will  be  required  by  the  examiners  in 
March  than  was  the  case  last  time. 

Not  the  Headache-powder. 

At  an  inquest  held  at  Batley.  on  November  30,  it  appeared 
that  William  Lasvton,  aged  50,  had  died  after  taking  a- 
headache-powder.  He  was  suffering  from  a  violent  head- 
ache, and  purchased  a  headache-powder  from  a  Dewsbury 
chemist.  Afcer  taking  this  he  went  to  bed.  Soon  after- 
wards he  became  unconscious  and  died.  The  doctor  who 
made  the  post-mortem  examination  said  he  found  no  trace 
of  narcotic-poisoning,  and  certified  that  death  was  due  to 
serous  apoplexy.    A  verdict  to  that  effect  was  returned. 

Bolton  Scores. 

We  asked  our  "  At-the-Counter "  contributors  last  week 
not  to  send  us  any  more  variations  of  the  spelling  of  vin. 
ipecac. ;  but  we  suggested  that  if  any  of  them  should  be 
fortunate  enough  to  meet  with  an  order  for  the  luxury 
correctly  spelt,  they  might  favour  cs  with  a  sight  of  the 
curiosity.  An  order  for  a  pennyworth  writ:  ij^dtit  quite 
correctly  is  sent  to  us  from  Bolton.  ^nou*1 

the 

The  Value  of  Cauteiisat 

Mr.  Frank  Ro we,  chemist,  Starcross,  gave  eu  ;e  in  a 
case  heard  at  the  Exeter  County  Court  last  week,  in  which 
Mrs.  Russell,  of  Starcross,  sued  Miss  Jessie  Seymour  for 
damages  caused  by  a  bite  from  defendant's  dog.  After  the 
plaintiff  was  bitten  she  went  to  Mr.  Powe's  shop,  where  the 
wound  was  cauterised ;  but  three  days  after  a  doctor  was 
called  in  on  account  of  the  bad  state  of  the  wound.  Plain 
tiff  had  since  suffered  from  nervous  prostration. 

Dr.  Lipscombe  said  when  he  saw  the  wound  it  had  been 
cauterised,  and  was  very  inflamed,  and  an  ulcer  had  formed 
under  some  dead  skin.  Dr.  Tripp,  of  Dawlish,  who  examined 
the  plaintiff  for  the  defendant  in  the  case,  considered  that 
the  cauterising  of  the  wound  had  been  the  cau-e  of  the 
subsequent  illness.    In  his  opinion  that  operation  was  futile 
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under  any  conditions.    Judgment  was  given  for  the  plaintiff 
with  10/.  damages,  and  costs. 

Selling  a  Powder. 

The  report  of  the  inquest  at  Chelsea  which  we  published 
last  week,  in  which  Mr.  Coroner  Drew  made  some  severe 
comments  on  the  practice  of  chemists  selling  powders  for 
children,  was,  by  a  printer's  error,  entitled  "Selling  a 
Poison."  It  should  have  been  "Selling  a  Powder."  There 
was  no  poison  in  the  powder  sold,  and  we  regret  that  the 
suggestion  should  have  appeared.  Mr.  Davies,  the  chemist 
who  sold  the  powder,  informs  us  that  it  was  not  the  case 
that  the  mother  of  the  child  came  herself  alter  buying  the 
first  powder.  He  states  that  the  same  child  who  bought 
the  first  came  again  and  bought  another,  but  that  it  was 
not  even  suggested  that  it  was  for  the  same  child  ;  and  he 
says  this  was  admitted  in  the  mother's  evidence. 

The  West  London  Press  has  the  following  comment  on 
the  Coroner's  remarks: — "Mr.  Luxmoore  Drew  is  fully  | 
justified  in  saying  a  great  deal  concerning  the  looseness  | 
which  is  occasionally  shown  in  the  treatment  of  cases  of 
illness  by  chemists.  We  utterly  fail,  however,  to  see  proper 
grounds  for  his  censorious  attitude  towards  Mr.  Davies,  a 
highly-respectable  Chelsea  resident,  on  Wednesday.  It  was 
obvious  that  the  powder  supplied  to  the  deceased  child  was 
harmless,  and  that  it  had  nothing  whatever  to  do  with  the 
death.  Yet  Mr.  Davies  is  called  forward  and  gravely  ad- 
monished for  selling  the  powder.  Now,  the  mischief  of 
this  conduct  on  the  part  of  the  Coroner  is  that  some 
uneasiness  will  be  left  in  the  minds  of  many  people,  who 
will  imagine  that  Mr.  Davies  has  in  some  vague  way  com- 
mitted an  improper  act.  We  think  it  should  be  known  that 
Mr.  Davies  has  done  nothing  of  the  kind,  and  that  he  is 
really  the  victim  of  a  rather  hypercritical  coroner." 

A  Wife-Deserter. 

At  Derby  Police  Court  on  December  1  Elias  Walter  Cope- 
land,  described  as  a  chemist's  assistant,  was  summoned  by 
his  wife  for  desertion.  Mrs.  Copeland  applied  for  a  separa- 
tion and  maintenance  order.  Defendant  did  not  appear,  and 
his  wife  stated  that  six  months  after  marriage  he  began  to 
ill-use  her  and  induced  her  to  mortgage  some  of  her  property 
at  Morecambe,  which  was  subsequently  sold,  and  she  was 
left  penniless.  He  deserted  her  eight  months  after  marriage 
and  had  not  supported  her  since  1895.  The  Bench  granted  a 
separation  order  and  oidered  defendant  to  contribute  15s.  a 
week  towards  his  wife's  support  and  pay  the  costs  of  the 
action. 

Chemist's  Assistant's  Death. 

On  December  1  an  inquest  was  held  at  Blackheath  on  the 
body  of  Guy  John  Edward  Castell,  aged  32,  assistant  to  Mr. 
Bloodwortb,  chemist,  Montpelier  Vale,  Blackheath.  An 
errand  boy  named  Ralph,  in  the  employ  of  Mr.  Bloodwortb, 
said  that  on  the  morning  of  his  death  deceased  went  out  of 
the  shop  into  the  kitchen,  and  immediately  afterwards  he 
heard  a  fall  and  found  deceased  lying  on  his  back.  Witness 
fetched  a  doctor,  but  death  occurred  before  his  arrival.  Dr. 
Miller  said  he  had  made  a  post- mortem  examination  and  found 
the  body  extremely  thin.  There  were  no  external  marks  of 
violence,  and  the  brain,  heart,  and  liver  were  perfectly 
healthy,  but  the  lungs  were  very  consumptive  and  collapsed. 
The  stomach  was  full  of  fluid,  but  emitted  no  odour,  and  he 
1  othing  to  account  for  so  sudden  a  death.  The 
s  adjourned  for  a  fortnight  to  allow  an  analysis  of 
ts  of  the  stomach  to  be  made. 

Her  Last  Drink, 

An  inquest  was  held  at  Margate  on  November  30  respecting 
the  death  of  Jane  Foster  Smith,  who  died  from  laudanum- 
poisoning.  Mr.  S.  K.  Cadby,  chemist  and  druggist,  High 
Street,  Margate,  stated  that  the  deceased  had  purchased  at 
his  shop  lh  or  2  ozs.  of  laudanum  almost  daily  for  some  time 
past.  He  thought  she  had  made  over  50  such  purchases 
within  the  past  six  months.  She  represented  to  him  that 
she  was  a  nurse  in  charge  of  a  cancer  case.  In  reply  to  a 
question,  Mr.  Cadby  stated  that  laudanum  was  in  the  second 
part  of  the  poisons  schedule,  and  it  was  not  necessary  to 
require  customers  to  sign  the  poison-book.  Dr.  Scatliff,  who 
attended  deceased,  stated  that  in  his  opinion  she  had  taken 
2  ozs.  of  laudanum,  and  although  this  was  not  an  excessive 


dose  for  a  confirmed  laudanum-drinker,  it  wiuld  have  more 
effect  upon  deceased  than  usual,  as  she  was  deprived  of  it 
for  three  weeks  previously  while  in  prison.  The  Coroner 
having  said  that  Mr.  Cadby  had  stiictly  complied  with  the 
law  by  affixing  the  necessary  labtl,  a  verdict  of  "  Death  from- 
an  overdose  of  laudanum  taken  by  misadventure was 
returned. 

Stealing  from  Chemists. 

At  the  Shropshire  Assizes,  held  at  Shrewsbury  last  week 
Andrew  Martin  and  Charles  Downes  pleaded  guil'.y  to 
breaking  into  the  shop  of  Mr.  H.  J.  Ison,  chemist,  Theatre 
Buildings,  Shrewsbury,  and  stealing  3?.  Martin  was 
sentenced  to  three  months'  and  Downes  to  fourteen  dajs' 
imprisonment. 

John  Wade,  who  was  charged  la=t  week  with  stealing  a  tin 
of  Cuticura  ointment  from  the  Civil  Service  Stores,  and  John 
Connor,  who  was  charged  with  receiving  the  same,  again 
appeared  on  remand  at  Bow  Street,  on  December  2.  Both 
prisoners  pleaded  guilty  and  asked  to  be  dealt  with  under 
the  First  Offenders  Act.  The  prosecutors  were  quite  willing 
that  this  course  should  be  adopted,  so  Wade  was  bound  over 
to  come  up  for  judgment  if  called  upon,  and  Connor  was 
discharged. 

At  the  Staffordshire  Assizes,  on  December  3,  James 
Dewhurst  pleaded  guilty  to  having  on  July  18,  at  Stafford, 
forged  a  banker's  cheque  for  1/.  wiih  intent  to  defraud,  and 
to  having  obtained  a  quantity  of  goods  and  6s.  10a.  in 
money  from  William  Westhead,  chemist,  Stafford,  by  false 
pretences.  Prisoner  obtained  possession  <>f  some  Cheque 
Bank  cheques,  and  presented  one  to  Mr.  Westhead  in  pay- 
ment for  goods  obtained.  He  was  sentenced  to  three 
months'  imprisonment. 

The  branch  shop  of  Magor's  (Limited)  at  97  Stratford 
Road,  Birmingham,  was  a  fortnight  ago  broken  into  by 
burglars,  who  ransacked  the  tills  and  several  boxes.  The 
thieves,  however,  were  seen  leaving  the  premises  by  a  police- 
officer,  and  one  of  them  was  arrested,  the  other  escaping,  but 
being  subsequently  caught.  A  bottle  of  whisky,  a  packet  <  f 
soap,  over  21.  in  money,  and  a  Jubilee  ccin  were  found  in 
prisoner's  possession.  The  coin  was  identified  by  the 
manager  of  the  shop,  and  at  the  City  Police  Court  on 
December  2  the  Magistrates  sent  both  prisoners  to  the 
Sessions  for  trial. 

Fires. 

Late  on  the  evening  of  November  29  a  fire  broke  out  on 
the  premises  of  Messrs.  J.  &  J.  Thompson,  chemists  and 
druggists,  Manchester  Street,  Oldham.  The  flames,  which 
were  confined  to  the  upper  storey  of  the  buildirg,  were 
extinguished  by  the  local  fire  brigade.  The  outbreak  is 
attributed  to  the  careless  throwing  down  of  a  lighted  match. 
Considerable  damage  was  done  by  fire  and  water. 

An  alarming  fire  broke  out  on  December  3,  cn  the  premises 
of  Mr.  George  Brown,  chemist,  Market  Place,  Brigg.  The 
errand-boy  was  making  a  tour  of  the  warehi  use  at  the  back 
of  the  shop  before  locking  up  for  the  night.  In  the  ware- 
house were  stored  cisterns  of  paraffin,  oils,  and  turpentine.  The 
lamp  which  the  lad  was  carrying  suddenly  exploded,  and 
i  the  premises  took  fire.  After  nearly  three  hours  the  hie 
j  was  got  under,  but  the  warehouse  was  gutted,  and  the  con- 
tents entirely  destroyed.  The  damage  is  covered  by  in- 
surance. 

Football. 

The  teams  of  the  Westminster  College  of  Pharmacy  and 
the  South  London  School  of  Pharmacy  met  at  Homerton,  on 
December  3.  The  game  ended  in  a  win  for  the  former  by  2 
goals  to  nil. 


"You  live  by  butchery  "declared  the  manufacturer  of  pills 
to  the  surgeon.  "And  you  by  pillage"  came  the  quick 
response. — Detroit  Free  Press. 

Phenoslayl  is  a  mixture  of  carbolic  acid  8  grammes, 
salicylic  acid  1  gramme,  lactic  acid  2  grammes,  in  which  1C 
\  centigrammes  of  menthol  is  dissolved. 

Coroner  :  "Do  you  wish  to  prefer  a  charge  apainst  the 
I  druggist  who  made  a  mistake  in  the  prescription  ]  "  O'Houli- 
han  :  "No,  sorr.    He  ain't  to  blarre.    Oi  troid  to  rade  tb" 
.hing  mesilf,  an'  Oi  c'udn't  make  out  a  wur-rd." 
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3rteb  mews. 


Local  newspapers  containing  marked  items  of  news  interesting 
to  the  trade  are  always  welcomed  by  the  Editor. 


Personal. 

Mr.  A.  W.  Stevenson,  proprietor  of  the  Lurgan  Drug-hall, 
has  been  thrown  from  his  trap  and  seriously  injured. 

Business  Changes. 
Mr.  K.  D.  Harman,  L.P.S.I.,  has  opened  a  medicahhall  in 
Badge  Street,  Carrick-on-Shannon. 

Messrs.  J.  Hoes,  Son  &  Co.  (Limited)  have  opened  a  new 
pharmacy  at  110  Shanklin  Road,  Belfast,  The  fittings 
were  supplied  by  Messrs.  Ayrton  &  Saunders,  of  Liverpool. 

Still  Spreading. 
The  premises  76  Dame  Street,  Dublin,  formerly  a  barber's 
thop,  have  been  acquired  by  Dr.  J.  C.  McWalter,  M.P.S.I., 
for  a  new  pharmacy. 

A  Conundrum. 

The  Board  of  Guardians  at  Naas  want  to  know  where  all 
the  extras  ordered  from  time  to  time  in  connection  with  the 
drug- contract  go  to.  They  complain  that  when  a  change  of 
doctors  is  made  none  of  the  medical  appliances  in  question 
are  forthcoming. 

Thorough  Disinfection. 

In  a  Dublin  law-court  last  week  a  man  named  Ward 
obtained  a  verdict  of  45Z.  damages  against  the  Glenties 
Guardians  for  the  destruction  of  his  house  while  disinfecting 
it.  Instead  of  using  the  chemicals  prescribed  for  disinfec- 
tion, the  Guardians  set  the  place  in  a  blazs  and  burned  it 
about  the  owner's  head. 


Scotch  IRewa. 


L  :cal  newspapers  containing  marked  items  of  news  interesting 
to  the  trade  are  always  welcomed  by  the  Editor, 


Business  Changes. 

Mr.  James  Rankin  has  purchased  the  business  of  the  late 
Mr.  Patrick  Sandeman,  chemist  and  drysalter,  Dundee  ;  and 
the  business  of  Laird  &  Sinclair,  indiarubber-merchants,  in 
the  same  town,  has  been  bought  by  Mr.  William  Davidson. 

Parozone. 

The  Parazoae  Company  (Limited),  11  Bothwell  Street, 
Glasgow,  have  obtained  from  the  Court,  by  consent,  a  decree 
of  interdict  against  Robert  Smith,  drysalter,  123  Lauriston 
Place,  Edinburgh,  forbidding  him  to  sell  as  "Parozone"  or 
,;  Farozone  Bleach  "  a  bleaching  fluid  not  made  by  the  com- 
pany (who  are  the  owners  of  the  registered  trade-mark 
,;  Farozone  "). 

Anti-Vi-Cocoaites. 

According  to  the  Grocer,  hostilities  have  been  commenced 
in  Glasgow  by  the  Grocery  and  Provisions  Trades  Committee 
of  the  Traders'  Defence  Association  against  a  certain  brand 
of  condensed  milk  and  Vi-Cocoa.  This  action  has  been 
adopted  with  the  object  of  forcing  the  proprietors  of  these 
articles  to  give  the  retailers  a  reasonable  profit.  When  this 
has  been  accomplished  in  these  cases  two  other  articles  are 
to  be  selected  and  similarly  dealt  with. 


Extract  of  Meat— At  a  recent  meeting  of  the  Man- 
chester Therapeutical  Society  the  members  discussed  the 
virtues  of  extracts  of  meat  and  similar  preparations,  and 
their  general  opinion  was  that,  though  some  are  readily 
taken,  and  may  serve  occasionally  as  useful  stimulants,  the 
nutritive  value  is  in  most  cases  very  small,  and  that  probably 
the  raw-meat  juice,  freshly  prepared,  is  more  useful  than  the 
proprietary  preparations. 


ffrcneb  IRcws. 

(From  our  Paris  Correspondent.) 


A  Statue  to  Dr.  Charcot  was  unveiled  last  Sunday 
by  the  French  Minister  of  Public  Instruction.  The  monu- 
ment, by  the  sculptor  Falguii-re,  has  been  erected  near  the 
Salpetriere  Hospital,  with  which  the  great  physician  was  so 
long  connected. 

The  Paris  Pharmacists,  represented  by  their  Syndics! 
Chamber,  have  fixed  If.  50c.  (Is.  3d  )  as  an  indemnity  for 
night  service — (ic,  from  10  r.M.  to  8  A.m.).  They  have  also 
adopted  a  uniform  price — a  penny — for  cardboard  boxes  for 
pills  and  powders. 

The  Pelletieh  and  Caventou  Monument  has.  ac- 
cording to  the  latest  published  list,  secured  14.594f.  of 
subscriptions.  This  includes  amounts  from  M.  Woldermar 
Ferrein,  President  of  the  Moscow  Society  of  Pharmacy,  the 
pharmacy  students  of  the  University  of  Moscow,  M.  A.  J. 
Ryk,  of  Amsterdam,  &c.  There  is  still,  however,  a  consider- 
able sum  required  to  complete  the  cost,  estimated  by  the 
sculptor  at  something  over  a  thousand  pounds. 

The  New  Fbanco-Italian  Customs-tariff.  —  Under 
the  new  Customs  treaty  the  following  tariff  has  been  fixed 
for  pharmaceutical  products  entering  Italy  from  France : — 
Compound  medicaments,  without  special  denomination,  made 
up  in  the  form  of  pills,  capsules,  pastilles,  and  granules,  lOOf. 
per  100  kilos. ;  wines,  syrups,  and  elixirs,  40f.  per  1C0  kilos. ; 
other  descriptions,  60f.  per  100  kilos.  Medicines  inscribed 
in  a  French  Pharmacopoeia,  or  approved  by  ;the  Paris 
Academy  of  Medicine,  will  be  admitted  on  the  same  terms 
as  those  inscribed  in  the  Italian  Pharmacopoeia. 

Substitution  of  Medicaments. — Two  pharmacists  of 
the  Aisne  Department — M.  Roguet,  of  Peronne,  and 
M.  Muzart,  of  Albert,  have  been  prosecuted  on  the  charge 
of  substitution  of  medicaments.  The  local  committee 
charged  with  the  inspection  of  pharmacies  sent  test-pre- 
scriptions to  the  two  defendants,  and  they  were  found  to 
have  substituted  potassium  for  strontium,  &c.  M.  Loth, 
expert  chemist,  gave  evidence  as  to  analyses  made  by  him 
on  behalf  of  the  prosecution.  For  their  defence,  one 
defendant  disputed  the  expert's  analysis,  and  the  other 
pleaded  an  error  in  making  up  the  prescription.  Each 
defendant  was  fined  5C0f.  (20/ ),  which  was,  however,  sus- 
pended under  the  First  Offenders  Act.  The  case  was  con- 
ducted by  the  Public  Prosecutor,  and  is  referred  to  by  the 
local  press  as  what  the  public  must  expect  if  they  will  insist 
on  cheap  pharmacy. 

Denaturised    Alcohol  The    denaturised  alcohol 

allowed  in  France  for  making  pharmaceutical  and  similar 
preparations  is  complained  of  as  frequently  leaving,  after 
evaporation,  a  persistent  disagreeable  odour,  which,  it  is 
claimed,  places  French  manufacturers  of  pharmaceutical 
and  chemical  preparations  at  a  disadvantage  in  competing 
with  foreign  houses.  M.  Lefebvre,  as  President  of  the  Paris 
Syndicate  of  Chemical  Products,  has  lately  addressed  a 
petition  on  the  subject  to  the  Director  of  the  Excise 
Department  here.  In  this  he  goes  into  the  difficulties  at 
some  length,  and,  in  reply  to  the  objection  of  the  Revenue 
authorities  to  allow  the  use  of  pure  alcohol,  proposes  that 
manufacturers  of  pharmaceutical  preparations  should  be 
allowed  to  use  it  under  the  control  of  the  officials,  they 
keeping  a  register  of  the  quantity  received  and  an  exact 
record  of  the  resulting  products. 

The  Word  "  Corricide,"  used  to  designate  a  corn-cure, 
has  been  the  subject  of  occasional  litigation  in  France  during 
the  past  two  or  three  years.  A  Paris  firm,  having  claimed 
the  sole  light  to  the  name  as  a  trade-mark,  brought  actions 
in  1896  and  1897  against  various  pharmacists  who  used  it 
for  their  own  corn-cures.  In  these  cases  verdicts  were  given 
for  the  plaintiffs,  and  it  was  thought  that  the  matter  was 
settled.  Recently,  however,  an  action  has  been  tried  at 
Toulouse,  and  a  directly  contrary  decision  has  been  given. 
The  judgment  is  to  the  following  effect  : — "  Whereas,  in  the 
matter  of  the  word  csrricide,  although  it  does  not  exist  in 
dictionaries  in  current  use,  it  cannot  be  accepted  as  a 
sufficiently  arbitrary  or  fancy  title,  explaining,  as  it  does,  the 


* 


December  10,  1898 


THE  CHEMIST  AND  DRUGGIST 


925 


idea  of  the  product,  like  insecticide,  vermifuge,  &c.  Besides, 
it  was  in  use  before  the  plaintiffs  registered  their  trade-mark, 
and  when  a  name  is  taken  from  the  qualities  or  nature  of 
things  it  cannot  easily  be  monopolised  for  exclusive  use  by 
one  firm." 

The  Sale  op  Poisons. — Some  time  ago  a  Mme.  Slruff 
wife  of  a  Paris  wine-shopkeeper,  purchased  a  few  pence 
worth  of  cyanide  of  potassium  from  a  dealer  in  chemicals, 
of  the  boulevard  Richard  Lenoir,  Paris,  with  which  she 
committed  suicide.    The  husband  brought  an  action  for 
damages  against  the  dealer,  and  the  latter  was  condemned 
to  fifteen  days  imprisonment,  a  fine  equal  to  201. ,  and  ordered 
to  pay  M.  Struff  the  equivalent  of  32,1.  damages.    The  case 
has  been  brought  up  again  before  the  Court  of  Appeal,  and 
the  sentence  was  quashed  as  regards  the  imprisonment  and 
pecuniary  damages  to  the  husband,  but  the  fine  has  been 
raised  to  l,000f.  (40Z.).    This  judgment  was  based  on  an 
argument  (quite  opposed  to  that  of  the  lower  court)  as 
follows : — "  Considering  that  the  unique  and  immediate 
cause  of  Mme.  Struff's  death  is  the  resolution  taken  by  her 
and  made  publicly  known  to  several  witnesses  to  put  an  end 
to  her  days,  and  that  the  purchase  of  the  poison  from  the 
defendant  was  only  a  means  by  which  she  carried  out  her 
fatal  determination,  it  is  not  possible  to  find  a  direct  and 
necessary  connection  from  cause  to  effect  between  the  fact 
that  serves  as  the  basis  for  the  husband's  claim  and  that 
brought  against  the  defendant  for  infringement  of  the  law. 
On  this  account  M.  Struff's  claim  cannot  be  admitted."  The 
defendant  was  mulcted  in  the  somewhat  heavy  fine  for  the 
simple  reason  that  he  failed  to  keep  a  register  tor  inscribing 
the  sales  of  poison,  which  is  the  infringement  of  the  law 
referred  to  above.    Had  the  woman  addressed  herself  to  a 
pharmacien a  doctor's  prescription  would  have  been  exacted; 
but  cyanide  of  potassium  being  an  article  used  for  manu- 
facturing-purposes, its  purchase  is  comparatively  easy,  and 
Mme.Struff  had  evidently  discovered  this. 


South  Efrican  IRcws. 

(From  our  oivn  Correspondent.) 


The  Pharmacy  Bill. — (Cablegram)  Cape  Town,  Decem- 
ber 5,  9.55  A.M.  Following  my  letter  advices  and  acting  on 
your  instructions,  I  have  communicated  with  the  Colonial 
Secretary,  and  I  am  able  to  inform  you  that  it  has  been 
definitely  decided  by  the  promoters  of  the  Pharmacy  Bill  not 
to  proceed  with  it  this  Session. 

[Interest  in  the  Pharmacy  Bill  at  home  rests  exclusively 
on  the  proposal  in  regard  to  the  labelling  of  patent-medicines 
contained  in  Clause  xvi.,  the  wording  of  which  is  as 
follows : — 

Every  patent  or  proprietary  medicine  intended  for  human  use 
shall  bear  upon  the  bottle,  case,  or  other  package  immediately 
containing  such  medicines  a  true  and  exact  statement  setting 
forth  the  nature  and  quantity  of  each  ingredient  contained  in  such 
medicine,  and  any  person  selling  or  keeping  for  sale  any  such 
medicine  not  so  labelled  shall  be  liable,  upon  conviction,  to  a 
penalty  not  exceeding  50Z.,  and,  in  default  of  payment,  to  six 
months'  imprisonment  with  or  without  hard  labour. 

The  Bill  was  an  amendment  of  the  Cape  Medical  and 
Pharmacy  Act  1891,  and  was  drafted  at  the  instance  of  the 
Medical  Board.  It  was  introduced  into  the  Cape  Parliament 
six  months  ago,  and  was  immediately  opposed  by  the  Phar- 
maceutical Society  of  Cape  Colony,  who  objected  to  a  clause 
which  would  prevent  chemists  and  druggists  giving  remedies 
for  simple  ailments,  and  especially  did  they  object  to  the 
proposed  permission  to  medical  men  to  keep  open  shop.  In 
consequence  of  the  dissolution  of  the  Cape  Parliament  in 
June  the  Bill  was  dropped,  but  during  the  elections  the 
Medical  Board  touched  it  up,  and  made  it  ready  for  pre- 
sentation to  the  House.  In  September  our  correspondent 
in  Cape  Town  asked  the  Colonial  Secretary  whether  it  was 
intended  to  continue  in  any  forthcoming  Bill  the  provisions 
as  in  Clause  xvi. — viz.,  that  all  secret  compounds  shall  carry 
the  formula  from  which  they  have  been  made,  or  that  the 
more  reasonable  course,  similar  to  the  one  in  force  in  the 


mother  country,  should  be  adopted,  that  such  articles  as  m;iy 
contain  poison  should  bear  the  name  and  quantity  of  the 
poison  on  the  label.  The  matter  has  been  practically  in 
abeyance  since,  and  in  consequence  of  the  condition  of  public 
business  any  hope  of  getting  the  Bill  through  this  Session 
has  now  been  abandoned.] 

Personal. — Mr.  J.  G.  Mocke,  the  Deputy-Mayor  of  Capo 
Town,  is  a  chemist  and  druggist. — Mr.  A.  E.  Johnston  has 
opened  a  pharmacy  in  Sir  Lowry  Road,  Cape  Town. 

Chemists'  Examination. — At  the  Colonial  Examination 
on  November  11  two  candidates  presented  themselves ;  one 
failed  ;  the  other,  Mr.  M.  D.  Mitchell,  an  assistant  with  Mr. 
F.  W.  C.  Thomas,  Claremont,  passed. 

For  the  Johannesburg  Microbes — At  an  entertain- 
ment given  by  Mr.  Eckstein  (of  the  Robinson  MiEe)  to  the 
Medical  Congress,  recently  held  at  Johannesburg,  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Congress  (Dr.  Geo.  Murray)  put  in  a  strong  pita 
for  the  establishment  of  a  bacteriological-laboratory  in  the 
golden  city.    The  suggestion  was  very  well  received. 

Cape  Railway-contracts.—  Messrs.  P.  J.  Petersen  k  Co- 
(Cape  Town)  have  again  secured  the  contract  for  the  supply 
of  drugs,  appliancES,  druggists'  sundries,  &c,  for  the  Western 
System.  The  contract  for  the  Midland  System,  extending 
north  to  Bulawayo,  is  to  be  filled  by  Messrs.  C.  E.  Gardner 
&  Co.,  Port  Elizabeth.    Both  terminate  December,  1899. 

The  Brennan  Case.— The  hearing  of  the  evidence  in  the 
charge  of  culpable  homicide  against  Frederick  Brennan,  an 
American  medical  practitioner,  was  resumed  in  Johannesburg 
on  November  8.  A  report  of  the  preliminary  hearing  of 
the  case  appeared  in  the  C.  $  D.  of  November  26,  and  it  was 
then  stated  that  the  accused  prescribed  a  mixture  for  a  Mrs. 
Robinson  containing  liquor  arsenicalis  and  liquor  strychnina:, 
which  was  alleged  to  have  caused  her  death.  Dr.  P.  A.  H. 
Lillpopp  was  the  first  to  give  evidence  on  November  8  He 
said  that  the  symptoms  from  which  Mrs.  Robinson  suffered 
were  consistent  with  strychnine-poisoning,  and  he  did  not 
think  the  two  solutions  should  be  prescribed  together. 
In  the  course  of  the  witness's  cross-examination  Mr.  Jocste 
(counsel  for  the  defendant)  quoted  from  the  "Art  of  Dis 
pensicg,"  which  was  afterwards  denounced  by  Dr.  Loewy  aj 
authorless  and  worthless.* 

The  next  witness  was  Dr.  Julius  Loewy.  who  had  been 
deputed  by  the  Public  Prosecutor  to  report  on  the  prescrip- 
tions given  by  the  accused.    These  were  as  follows  : — ■ 

No.  1,  January  18.  No.  3,  June  14, 1898. 

Liq.  arsenicalis        ...    1  oz.  Liq.  arsenicalis        ...    1  oz. 

Liq.  strychnia;         ...    1  oz.  Liq.  strychnia;         ...    5  dr. 

Tr.  strophanti!!        ...    3  dr.     i  Aqua  ad    6  oz. 

Tr.  capsici      ...       ...    1  dr. 

Aqua  ad    6  oz. 

No.  2,  December  20. 
Liq.  arsenicalis       ...    1  oz. 
Liq.  strychnin         ...    1  oz. 
Tr.  strophanti]!        ...    3  dr. 
Aqua  ad    8  oz. 

The  prescriptions  were  made  up  in  witness's  presence  on 
October  28  by  Mr.  Thomas,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  in  the 
dispensary  of  Messrs.  Lowenstein  &  Co.  (Limited),  Market. 
Square,  Johannesburg.  All  the  drugs  and  liquors  were  in 
accordance  with  the  British  Pharmacopoeia.  After  about, 
3  to  4  minims  of  the  liq.  strychninas  had  been  added  in  each 
case,  strychnine  began  to  deposit,  and  it  was  explained  that 
liq.  strych.  hydrochlor.  should  have  been  used.  Dr.  Loewy 
took  three  general  exceptions  to  the  prescriptions — (1)  that 
such  a  large  amount  of  strychnine  should  not  be  prescribed. 
According  to  the  German  and  other  European  Pharmaco- 
poeias, the  largest  quantity  of  strychnine  or  strychnine  salts 
which  a  medical  practitioner  should  prescribe  for  a  single 

*  On  page  25  of  the  "  Art  of  Dispensing  "  it  is  stated  that  in 
mixtures  of  liq.  arsenicalis  and  liq.  strychnina?  the  alkaloid  is 
precipitated,  and  that  the  acid  solution  of  arsenic  should,  prefer- 
ably, be  used.  Dr.  Loewy  is  of  course  entitled  to  his  opinion,  but  ho 
ought  to  know  that  the  distinguished  men  whose  names  are  men- 
tioned in  the  preface  combat  one  part  of  his  suggestion,  and  the 
fact  that  the  book  has  gone  through  five  editions  and  six  reprints 
of  the  fifth  in  ten  years  is  proof  that  it  is  not  worthless. — Ed 
C.  J-  D 


No.  4,  June  29,  1898. 

Liq.  arsenical.  ...  3  dr. 

Liq.  strychnin  ...  5  dr. 

Tr.  strophanti]!  ...  2  dr. 

Aqua  ad        ...  ...  6  oz. 
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dose  is  10  milligrammes,  and  the  largest  amount  which  he  is 
allowed  to  place  into  the  hands  of  a  patient  is  20  milligrammes. 
The  quantities  in  the  above  prescriptions  vary  from  72  milli- 
grammes to  288  milligrammes.  (2)  There  is  no  excuse  for 
prescribing  liq  strychninrc  andliq.  arsenicalis  together  :  and 
(3)  a  man  making  up  such  a  prescription  shows  that  he  is  not 
a  qualified  dispenser  of  medicines,  and  is  entirely  ignorant  of 
the  elementary  laws  of  pharmaceutical  chemistry.  Witness 
was;  examined  and  cross  examined  on  his  report,  but  added 
nothing  material  to  it.  Mr.  Lewis  Thomas  then  testified  to 
making  up  the  prescriptions  for  Dr.  Loewy ;  and,  after  some 
formal  evidence  about  the  accused  being  connected  with  an 
advertising  establishment,  the  case  was  adjourned.  The 
Magistrate  regretted  that  a  post-mortem  examination  had  not 
been  made  of  Mrs.  Robinson's  body. 


Colonial  ano  foreign  mews. 

The  B.P.  in  Victokia. — The  Pharmacy  Board  of  Victoria 
has  decreed  that  the  new  Pharmacopceia  shall  not  be  the 
.subject  of  examination  before  September,  1899. 

Business  Change. — At  a  shareholders'  meeting  of  Silva's 
(Limited),  Galle,  Ceylon,  it  was  decided  to  open  a  Medical 
Hall  in  connection  with  their  other  establishments. 

A  Special  Russian  Bubeau  is  to  be  established  by  the 
Russian  Pharmaceutical  Society  for  the  communii  tion  of 
information  of  every  kind  connected  with  pharmacy. 

"  Saccharin  "  as  a  Trade  mark  has  been  disallowed  by 
the  Austrian  Minister  of  Commerce,  although  it  had  been 
registered  by  the  German  authorities  on  behalf  of  Fahlberg, 
List  &  Co. 

Metric  System  in  Denmark. — The  introduction  of  the 
metric  system  of  weights  and  measures  into  Denmark  is 
impending,  a  law  to  that  effect  having  been  drafted,  which  is 
warmly  supported  by  Danish  mercantile  men. 

A  "Maria  Stuaet"  Teade-mark — The  suit  of  the 
Berliner  Anilin  Fabrik  against  the  Anilin  Fabrik  Case'.la  in 
Frankfurt-Mainkur,  was  decided  a  few  days  ago  in  Frank- 
fort-on-the-Main.  The  firm  Casella,  who  had  used  the  trade- 
mark "  Maria  Stuart,"  which  was  very  similar  to  that  of 
the  Berlin  firm,  was  ordered  to  discontinue  it  and  to  pay 
the  costs. 

Parcel-post  in  U.S  A. — At  the  recent  convention  of 
the  National  Wholesale  Druggists'  Association  and  Proprie- 
tary Association  at  St.  Louis  a  movement  for  remodelling 
the  U.S.  Parcel-post  on  the  lines  of  the  English  system  was 
discussed.  It  was  generally  agreed  that  a  larger  limit  of 
weight  and  a  smaller  rate  of  postage  would  be  a  distinct 
advance  in  the  right  direction. 

International  Pharmacopceia. — The  Royal  Academy 
of  Medicine  of  Belgium  has  just  appointed  a  Commission  to 
consider  the  following  proposal,  which  has  been  made  by  one 
of  its  most  eminent  members: — "  The  Royal  Academy  of 
Medicine  asks  the  Government  to  enter  into  negotiations 
with  foreign  Governments  with  a  view  to  drawing  up  an 
International  Pharmacopceia." 

Lausanne  Ph  arm  act  School.  —  On  November  26-27 
the  Pharmaceutical  and  Chemical  School  celebrated  its 
25th  anniversary.  Professor  Dr.  H.  Brunner,  who  completed 
on  this  occasion  twenty- five  years  of  active  work  as  a  teacher, 
was  the  recipient  of  many  congratulations  and  gifts  ;  among 
others,  a  sum  of  about  3,000f.  was  placed  at  his  disposal, 
which  is  to  be  called  the  "  Brunner  Fund,"  and  is  destined 
for  the  foundation  of  an  academical  prize  in  chemical 
science. 

American  Chemical  Society.  —  The  Council  of  the 
American  Chemical  Society  has  accepted  the  invitation  of 
the  New  York  Section  to  hold  the  next  general  meeting  in 
that  city  in  December.  It  is  seven  years  since  the  Society 
met  in  New  York,  and  during  that  period  the  Section  has 
more  than  doubled  its  membership,  and  now  represents  more 
than  one-third  of  the  total  membership  of  the  Society.  The 
New  York  Section,  under  the  vigorous  direction  of  their 
Chairman  (Dr.  W.  McMurtrie),  are  making  preparations  for 
<nt3rtaining  the  Society  on  a  lavish  scale 

An  Industrial  and  Mining  Exhibition  was  opened 
at  Auckland,  N  Z..  on  November  5  by  Lord  Ranfurly,  the 


Governor  of  the  Colony.  The  Premier,  in  thanking  the 
Governor  for  opening  the  exhibition,  referred  to  the  great 
progress  of  Auckland  during  the  past  forty  years,  and  said 
that  Auckland  now  exported  gold  valued  at  8, COO, 000/. 
annually  and  Kauri  gum  to  the  value  of  8,500,000?.  Among 
the  notable  attractions  of  the  exhibition  is  the  Rotorua 
Court,  showing,  amidst  Maori  surroundings  a  facsimile  of 
the  geysers,  the  thermal  springs,  and  the  lost  Pink  and 
White  Terraces.  The  exhibition  will  remain  open  three  or 
four  months. 

Commercial  Education  in  the  United  States. — A 
committee  of  the  New  York  Chamber  of  Commerce  has 
recently  reported  to  the  Chamber  on  the  need  for  better 
facilities  for  commercial  education  than  are  provided  in  the 
various  business  colleges  throughout  the  Union.  The  com- 
mittee advocates  the  establishment  and  development  of 
sounder  commercial  education  in  secondary  schools  and  in 
higher  institutions  of  learning.  The  Superintendent  of 
Public  Schools  of  New  York  City  has  advised  the  Chamber 
in  the  matter,  recommending,  in  effect,  that  the  Chamber 
should  take  an  active  part  in  the  inspection  of  commercial 
high  schools,  and  generally  assist  in  keeping  the  system 
of  education  in  line  with  commercial  requirements. 

Secret  Remedies  in  Germany. — The  Commission  ap- 
pointed to  discuss  the  regulation  of  the  trade  in  secret 
remedies  met  in  Berlin  last  week,  under  the  presidency  of 
Herr  Hopf,  f rom  the  Ministry  of  the  Inteiior.  Representa- 
tives from  the  Imperial  Board  of  Health,  the  Allied  States, 
and  Herr  Pistor,  from  the  Prussian  Ministry,  were  present. 
The  composition  of  the  Commission  shows  that  the  subject 
is  no  longer  considered  from  the  purely  fiscal  point  of  view, 
but  as  one  alt'ecting  the  chemical-industry  and  the  wholesale 
drug-trade  as  well  as  retailers.  There  were  present  three 
representatives  of  the  Apotheker-Yerein,  two  of  retail  drug- 
gists, six  of  chemical-manufacturers  [Messrs.  BottiDger 
(Bayer's),  Antrick  (Schering's),  Fey  (Gehe's),  L.  Merck, 
Richter,  and  Sandow],  and  four  appointed  by  wholesale 
druggists.  Fair  progress  was  made,  and  it  is  hoped  that  a 
solution  of  the  difficulty  will  be  come  to  which  will  conserve 
all  interests. 

The  Nobel  Bequest. — The  dispute  in  Sweden  respecting 
the  fortune  of  the  late  Alfred  Nobel,  has  been  settled  by  a 
compromise.  The  relatives  of  the  famous  chemist  receive 
over  200,000/.  A  sum  of  about  1,400,000/.  remains  for  the 
foundation,  according  to  the  testator's  instructions,  of  scientific 
institutions.  The  interest  of  this  sum  at  5  percent  will  enable 
five  prizes  of  the  value  of  7  000/.  each  to  be  founded.  It  is 
also  estimated  that  the  capital  will  have  increased  so  much 
before  the  competitions  for  these  prizes  begin,  that  the 
interest  from  it  will  cover  the  expenses  of  management.  It 
will  be  remembered  that  the  Nobel  prizes  are  to  be  given 
to  those  persons  who  shall  have  made  the  most  important 
discoveries  in  physics,  chemistry,  physiology,  and  medicine. 
In  addition,  a  prize  is  to  be  awarded  for  the  best  literary 
contribution  in  the  domain  of  physiology  or  medicine,  and 
one  to  the  person  who  shall  have  done  most  for  the  further- 
ance of  universal  peace. 

Cocoanut-oil  Contract  Case. — At  the  Co'ombo  Dis- 
trict Couit,  on  November  2  and  3,  Messrs.  Clarke,  Spence  & 
Co.,  sued  a  Sinhalese  man,  Odris,  and  a  Tamil  man, 
Sinnatamby,  for  the  recovery  of  damages  consequent  on  the 
breach  of  their  respective  agreements  to  supply  500  cwt.  of 
cocoauut  oil  at  11 25r.  per  cwt.,  to  be  delivered  in  two 
instalments  in  February  and  March,  1898.  In  both  cases 
plaintiffs  said  the  defendants  made  their  offers  on  Febru- 
ary 2,  keeping  open  the  offer  for  a  week;  the  offer  was 
accepted  on  February  9.  The  defendants  contended  that 
the  offers  were  not  accepted  within  the  week,  and  they  were 
not  liable.  By  custom  of  trade,  the  day  of  the  offer  is 
included,  so  that  the  week  ended  on  the  8th,  and  not  on  the 
9th.  They  further  contended  that  the  offer  in  writing 
did  not  constitute  an  actionable  agreement  in  law,  no  con- 
tract having  been  signed.  A  number  of  authorities  were 
cited  on  both  sides  on  the  law.  The  plaintiffs,  and  Mr. 
Btietenstein.  of  Messrs.  Volkait  Brothers,  Galle,  said  the 
custom  of  the  trade  was  not  to  count  the  day  of  the  offer, 
and  that  the  offers  were  accepted  in  time.  In  the  result 
judgment  was  entered  in  plaintiffs'  favour  as  claimed,  with 
costs,  it  being  said  that  it  was  immaterial  whether  a  contract 
was  afterwards  signed  or  not. 
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COUNCIL  MEETING. 

Company -pharmacy  and  Poison  regulations  are 
Discussed  and  Action  Proposed. 

'•rpHE  monthly  meeting  of  the  Council  was  held  on  Decem- 
X  ber  7.  The  President  (Mr.  Walter  Hills)  took  the  chair 
at  11.15.  and  the  meetiDg  lasted  till  1.50  p.m.  All  the 
councillors  were  present  with  the  exception  of  Mr. 
Storrar. 

After  the  minutes  of  the  previous  meeting  had  been  read 
and  confirmed, 

The  New  Treasurer 

(Mr.  Martindale)  rose  and  thanked  the  members  for  electing 
him  Treasurer  in  his  absence.  He  would  endeavour  to  fill 
the  position  to  the  best  of  his  ability.  Some  notable  men 
had  occupied  the  position,  and  he  felt  it  an  honour  to  follow 
such  men  as  the  Hauburys,  Thomas  Hyde  Hills,  Thomas 
Greenish,  John  Robbies,  and,  lastly,  Robert  Hampson.  His 
(the  speaker's)  connection  with  pharmacy  extended  over  a 
period  of  forty  years  in  both  public  and  private  aspects,  and 
he  was  afraid  he  was  beginning  to  find  he  had  not  the 
capacity  for  work  he  had  twenty  years  ago ;  still  he  would 
do  his  best.  (Hear,  hear.)  He  would  try  to  conserve  the 
funds  of  the  Society,  which,  he  said,  would  soon  increase 
when  the  new  by-laws  in  regard  to  the  increased  Minor  fees 
came  into  action. 

The  President  read  a  letter  he  had  received  from  Mr. 
Hampson,  in  which  he  thanked  the  Council  for  their  most 
cordial  and  grateful  appreciation  of  his  services  on  the 
Council.  In  the  resolution  he  recognised  the  cheery  voice  of 
his  colleagues,  whom  he  hoped  to  meet  again  before  long  in 
personal  greeting.  His  health  (the  letter  concluded)  was 
slowly  improving. 

A  letter  from  Mr.  D.  Storrar  was  then  read,  regretting  his 
inability  to  attend  the  Council  meeting,  and  especially  the 
proposed  conference  of  Divisional  Secretaries  which  was  to 
be  held  in  the  afternoon. 

Successful  Pharmacist. 

The  President  said  he  would  like  to  call  the  attention 
of  the  meeting  to  the  successful  career  of  Dr.  Bellyse 
Baildon,  pharmaceutical  chemist.  He  had  been  studying 
abroad,  and  taken  his  degree  of  Ph.D.  at  Freiberg,  and  had 
since  been  appointed  Professor  of  English  Literature  in  the 
University  of  Vienna.  He  (the  President)  had  taken  the 
liberty,  when  congratulating  Dr  Baildon,  to  enclose  the  pre- 
sidential card  as  well  as  his  own,  and  bad  since,  in  reply, 
received  a  letter  of  thanks,  containing  good  wishes  to  all 
<;hose  who  worked  on  the  Council. 

Obituary. 

The  President  said  they  had  lost  by  death  Mr.  T.  W. 
Horsley,  a  local  divisional  secretary,  who  had  been  connected 
with  the  Society  for  twenty-eight  years.  Mr.  Horsley,  as 
Local  Secretary  for  North  Kensington,  had  much  advanced 
the  interests  of  the  Society  in  that  division,  and  obtained 
much  support  for  the  Pharmacy  Amendment  Act.  A  short 
time  ago,  when  entering  his  son's  name  as  a  student  of  the 
School  of  Pharmacy,  Mr.  Horsley  expressed  his  intention  of 
making  known  the  benefits  of  the  Society  to  every  chemist 
in  his  division.  He  (the  President)  was  sorry  to  lose  such 
an  active  supporter. 

By-la.  ws  Approved. 

A  letter  was  read  from  the  Clerk  of  the  Privy  Council 
approving  of  the  new  by-laws  which  the  Society  had  passed 
"  for  the  better  regulation  of  the  Society's  duties  and  the 
.public  duties  imposed  by  statute." 

Elections. 

The  President  then  proposed  that  all  persons  who, 
previously  to  July  25,  1898,  were  associates  in  business  be 
■  elected  members  in  accordance  with  the  by-laws.  There  were 
between  1,700  and  1.800  names,  and  he  (the  President)  hoped 


they  would  not  wish  him  to  read  the  list,  as  it  would  take 
some  considerable  time.  He  was  glad  to  have  this  oppor- 
tunity of  proposing  so  many  members,  and  he  thought  both 
the  Society  and  those  gentlemen  were  to  be  congratulated. 

Six  other  members  were  also  elected,  and  three  names 
restored  to  the  register  on  payment  of  the  guinea  fine. 

New  Councillor. 

The  President  then  moved  that  Mr.  John  Frederic 
Harrington  be  elected  a  member  of  the  Council  in  place  of 
Mr.  Robert  Hampson.  Mr.  Harrington  was  one  of  the 
gentlemen  who  had  just  been  made  a  member,  and  had  ex- 
pressed his  willingness  to  work  with  them  if  elected.  Mr. 
Hanington  was  (the  President  continued)  President  of  the 
Western  Chemists'  Association,  and  he  felt  that  a  man  who 
was  elected  by  those  who  knew  him  best  to  take  such  an  im- 
portant office  did  not  need  any  further  remarks  from  him.  It 
was  further  an  advantage  that  Mr.  Harrington  was  in 
business  in  London  and  easily  available.  He  had  also  con- 
siderable experience  of  country  practice,  and  so  combined 
the  knowledge  of  town  and  country  business,  if  there  was 
any  distinction — for  he  (the  President)  thought  that  both  had 
trials  of  the  same  kind. 

Mr.  Newsholme  (Vice-President),  in  seconding,  said  he 
had  not  the  pleasure  of  knowing  Mr.  Harrington,  but  it  was 
important  to  have  someone  near  to  act  on  committees. 

The  resolution  was  then  put  and  carried.  The 

Superintendents  of  Examinations 
and  the  Deputy-Superintendents  were  then  elected.  The 
list  is  the  same  as  last  year,  with  the  exception  of  some 
alterations  in  the  case  of  the  deputies.  The 

Finance 

Committee's  report  was  then  read.    The  balance  on  the 

£ 

General  Fund  account  was        ...       ...       ...  66 

Benevolent  Fund  account         ...       ...       ...  597 

Orphan  Fund  account     ...       ...       ...       ...  173 

whilst  there  was  submitted  for  payment  2,004/.,  905/.  of 
which  was  on  account  of  the  Journal.    The  report  of  the 

Benevolent  Fund 

Committee  recommended  two  payments  of  13/ ,  one  of  12/., 
and  three  of  10/.  The  death  of  Mrs.  Chinery,  an  annuitant 
elected  in  1886,  was  announced.    The  report  was  adopted. 

The  Treasurer  was  authorised  to  pay  a  quarter's  annuity 
at  Christmas  to  the  person i  who  shall  be  elected  annuitants 
on  the  13th.    The  report  of  the 

Library  Committee 

dealt  with  the  attendance  in  the  library  and  museum 
and  the  circulation  of  the  books.  Professor  Green  also 
submitted  a  report  on  the  microscopes. 

The  Law  and  Parliamentary  Committee's  report  was  next 
considered.  It  recommended  that  the  following  communi- 
cation be  made  to  the  Lord  Chancellor  in  regard  to 

Company- pharmacy. 

I.  That  it  has  come  to  the  knowledge  of  the  Council  through 
the  public  press  that  the  General  Medical  Council  has  placed  in 
the  hands  of  the  Lord  Chancellor  a  draft  Bill  to  prohibit  the 
assumption  by  incorporated  companies  of  the  professional  privi- 
leges of  persons  qualified  to  practise  medicine  or  dentistry. 

II.  That  the  Council  is  desirous  of  obtaining  the  assistance  of 
the  Lord  Chancellor  in  extending  this  prohibition  in  favour  of 
persons  qualified  to  practise  pharmacy  in  Great  Britain. 

III.  That  the  object  of  the  Council  may  be  obtained  by  the 
insertion  of  a  provision  in  the  draft  Bill  to  the  effect  that  (a) 
the  word  "  person "  in  the  Pharmacy  Act  should  be  made  to 
include  an  incorporated  body  as  well  as  a  natural  person  ;  (b) 
that  the  compounding  and  dispensing  of  all  medical  prescriptions 
should,  for  the  protection  of  the  general  public,  be  restricted  to 
persons  possessing  the  statutory  qualification  under  the  Pharmacy 
Act,  1868. 

IV.  That  the  Council  is  informed  that,  an  alteration  of  the  law 
in  that  direction  is  desired  by  registered  chemists  and  druggists 
throughout  Great  Britain,  and  the  Council  further  desires  to 
direct  the  attention  of  the  Lord  Chancellor  to  the  circumstance 
that  such  alteration  has  become  essential  in  the  public  interest  in 
order  to  prevent  the  practical  repeal  of  the  Pharmacy  Act  by 
incorporated  companies.  It  is  notorious  that,  in  a  large  number 
of  cases,  unqualified  individuals  who  have  paid  penalties  for  in- 


* 


9?8 


THE  CHEMIST  AND  DRUGGIST 


Dei  ember  10,  1898 


fringement  of  the  law  have  immediately  placed  themselves 
"above  the  law,"  by  converting  themselves  into  limited  com- 
pxnies,  and  thus  becoming  able  to  continue  with  impunity  the 
business  which  as  natural  persons  they  could  not  lawfully 
carry  on. 

V.  The  Council  is  desirous  of  obtaining  his  Lordship's  assist- 
ance, as  it  is  felt  that  there  is  no  possibility  of  passing  into  law 
in  the  form  of  a  private  Bill  such  a  provision  as  that  above  indi- 
cated. 

VI.  Bearing  in  mind  the  remarks  which  the  Lord  Chancellor 
made  in  the  House  of  Lords  on  the  third  reading  of  the  Pharmacy 
Act  Amendment  Bill  in  July  last,  and  the  interview  which 
lie  was  good  enough  to  give  the  President  in  August,  the  Council 
feels  assured  of  the  interest  which  his  Lordship  takes  in  this  im- 
portant question. 

The  President,  in  moving  the  adoption  of  the  report, 
said  the  subject  had  received  much  attention  from  the  com- 
mittee, but  it  was  not  always  advisable  to  publish  the 
deliberations.  He  referred  to  the  action  of  the  General 
Medical  Council,  who  were  proceeding  on  the  same  lines  the 
Society  had  laid  down.  They  (the  Pharmaceutical  Society) 
were  applying  direct  to  the  Lord  Chancellor,  as  there  seemed 
indications  from  his  remarks  last  July  that  he  would 
help  them.  All  chemists,  he  thought,  were  agreed  on  two 
points — (1)  that  it  was  only  "  natural "  persons  who  could 
be  registered,  and  (2)  that  it  was  impossible  to  get  any 
alteration  in  the  laws  unless  they  were  a  united  body.  The 
General  Medical  Council  were  not  promoting  a  Company  Act 
Amendment  Bill,  but  merely  placing  a  draft  Bill  before 
the  Lord  Chancellor.  It  was  a  difficult  subject,  and  one 
which  made  life  very  difficult  to  their  friends  throughout 
the  country. 

Mr.  Newsholme,  in  seconding  the  adoption  of  the  report, 
thought  that  if  chemists  were  all  to  combine  there  would  be 
no  difficulty  in  getting  alterations  in  the  law. 

Mr.  Caeteighe  said  be  wished  to  place  on  record  the 
action  of  the  Council  in  1895,  when  they  obtained  a  hearing 
before  the  Board  of  Trade  Committee  who  were  considering 
amendments  of  the  Companies  Act.  The  report  in  the  Blue- 
book  prepared  by  the  Council  was  a  stringent  indictment 
against  the  Companies  Act  both  in  pharmacy  and  finance. 
It  was  gratifying  that  the  Lord  Chancellor  had  been  got  at 
at  last. 

Mr.  Atkins  gave  the  action  of  the  committee  his  hearty 
support.  The  resolutions  would  be  not  merely  marking  time 
but  making  history.  He  knew  how  acutely  company- phar- 
macy pressed  on  hundreds  of  men,  and  said  they  bad  only 
been  kept  from  going  in  for  a  full  Bill  by  reason  of  their  lack 
of  consolidation.  But  now  they  might  go  fearlessly  forward, 
and,  with  the  co-operation  of  the  Government,  effect  some 
improvement  in  the  condition  of  things.  If  they  could  bring 
home  the  injustice  of  the  matter  to  the  conscience  of  the 
nation,  he  felt  something  would  be  done.  They  had 

Drawn  the  Sword 

and  thrown  away  the  scabbard,  and  were  determined  to  do 
their  duty. 

Mr.  Harrison  said  he  thoroughly  approved  of  the  action 
of  the  Law  and  Parliamentary  Committee,  in  which  he  had 
taken  great  interest.  The  subject  bristles  with  difficulties, 
and  the  large  vested.interests  were  growing  larger  year  by 
year.  He  could  not  help  thinking  they  were  bound  to  receive 
a  respectful  hearing,  and  some  redress,  by  thus  placing  the 
matter  before  the  Lord  Chancellor.  He  hoped  the  President 
would  be  able  to  add  another  triumph  to  his  credit  before 
the  end  of  the  next  Parliamentary  Session. 

Mr.  Martindale  added  the  remark  that  their  action  was 
the  natural  sequence  of  the  Lord  Chancellor's  statement  last 
July. 

Mr.  Young  thought  they  had  wandered  from  the  discussion 
somewhat.  They  were  not  bringing  forward  a  Bill,  but  he 
hoped  that  when  they  did  it  would  be  distinctly  broad  and 
worth  working  for. 

The  President  said  they  were  not  drafting  a  Bill,  but 
merely  statiDg  what  they  balieved  would  be  a  remedy  for  the 
present  state  of  affairs  and  cause  a  reversion  to  the  principle 
of  the  1868  Act,  which  in  the  House  of  Lords  action  was 
said  not  to  apply.  They  were  asking  the  Lord  Chancellor 
to  help  them  with  all  his  might  and  authority. 

The  report  was  adopted. 

Mr.  Carteigiik  asked  for  the  seal  of  the  Society  to  a 
request  that  the  dividend  warrants  in  the  Cripps  bequest  be 


transmitted  by  post.  The  Courjcil  have,  undPr  the  terms  of 
the  bequest,  to  pay  out  of  the  interest  on  2  0„0/. 

ll.  a  Week  for  Life 

to  a  certain  person  namecTin  1he  trust  deed.     There  is  at 
present  but  little  surplus. 
The  President  here  mentioned  that  they  had  received  a 

Donation 

to  the  Benevolent  Fund  of  a  hundred  guineas  from  Mr.  Arthur 
Trentham  Maw.  It.  was  another  proof,  he  said,  of  the  great 
interest  which  Mr.  Maw  and  his  lamily  take  in  this  fund. 

Poisons-regulations. 

The  President  then  announced  that  he  had  received  a 
request  signed  by  thirty  members  of  the  Society  calling  for  a 
special  meeting  with  a  view  tn  adoptirg  the  poisons-regula- 
tions contemplated  by  the  1868  Act. 

Dr.  Symls  proposed  that  a  special  meetirg  be  called  for 
3  p.m.  on  January  11,  1899,  to  make  a  resolution  to  adopt 
the  poisons-re  filiations.  It  was  somewhat  astonishing,  her 
said,  that  after  thirty  years  the  pcisons-regulai  ions  had  not 
been  carried  out.  The  n  gulations  on  poisons  seemed  to  him 
to  be  considered  in  the  Act  more  important  than  even  titles, 
the  sections  relating  to  the  rn  .coming  first.  When  the  vote  of  the 
Society  on  the  subject  was  taken  before,  it  was  thought  that 
the  personal  equation  of  the  owner  of  the  pharmacy  must  be 
looked  to.  The  objections  to  the  adoption  of  the  regulations 
were  partly  sentimental  and  partly  real.  They  had  already 
regulations  on  the  sale  of  poisons,  which  seemed  to  him  of 
a  more  serious  nature  than  the  regulations  for  storing,  and, 
having  swallowed  a  carrel,  they  were  only  straining  at  a  gnat 
in  objecting  to  the  storage-regulations.  Another  objection 
was  that  the  regulations  would  only  apply  to  qualified 
persons,  and  not  to  tho^e  who  were  unqualified.  They  had 
to  take  the  Act  as  it  had  been  interpreted  by  the  judges,  and 
the  regulations  would  only  apply  to  the  person  who  sells  and 
was  registered.  The  four  exemptions  from  the  Act  were  : 
(1)  apothecaries,  (2)  veterinary  surgeons,  (3)  makers  and 
dealers  in  patent  medicines,  and  (4)  wholesale  dealers  ;  other 
persons  who  sold  must  be  registered.  The  regulations  for 
storing  poisons  had  been  already  adopted  by  80  per  cent,  of" 
the  registered  men  of  this  country.  The  regulations  as 
printed  in  the  Calendar  could,  he  thought,  with  advantage 
be  revised,  and  perhaps  extended.  They  could  depend  upon 
if,  that  if  their  resolutions  were  accepted  by  the  Privy 
Council,  it  would  take  steps  to  help  them  to  remedy  such 
an  absurdity  as  a  small  section  being  under  restrictions  as 
to  storing  poisons  whilst  a  large  section  were  untouched. 

Mr.  Allen  hoped  they  would  not  in  this  vote  be  bound  by 
the  draft,  regulations.  They  needed-revising  and  strengthen- 
ing in  many  points. 

Mr.  Harrison  was  unable  to  give  Dr.  Symes  his  support. 
The  suggestions  had  already  been  rejected  by  a  meeting  of 
the  Society.  There  were  only  two  reasons  for  reopening  the 
case— the  manifestation  of  a  strong  desire  on  the  part  of 
members  to  have  the  question  reopened,  or  the-urgency  of 
the  matter  from  the  number  of  accidents  resulting  from 
careless  storing.  The  first  reason  had  been  fulfilledjexcept 
that  Dr.  Symes  had  not  made  it  clear  why  the  meeting 
should  be  called.  He  proposed  an  amendment  that  "a 
Meeting  be  called  to  consider  the  expediency  of  adopting  the 
regulations  for  keeping  of  poisons  in  conformity  with  the 
provUions  of  the  Pharmacy  Act."  He  could  not  agree  with 
Dr.  Symes  that  the  regulations  for  the  sale  of  -poisons  were 
of  a  similar  kind  to  those  proposed  for  the  storage  of 
poisons.  It  was  a  retrogressive  policy,  he  thought,  as  the 
record  of  accidents  was  so  small. 

Mr.  Carteighe  thought  the  amendment  logical.  As  a 
matter  of  fact  they  hid  no  alternative  but  to  call,  a  meetiDg  ; 
it  was  not  a  matter  for  discussion. 

Mr.  Young  thought  it  was  understood  that  they  were  past 
the  stage  of  discussing  the  expediency  of  the  matter. 

Dr.  Symes  withdrew  his  motion,  and  the  amendment  pro- 
posed by  Mr.  Hariison  was  subsequently  put  to  the  meetiDg 
and  canied. 

[Letters. 

The  Western  Chemists'  Association,  through  their  Secretary 
sent  a  resolution  that,  in  their  opinion,  the  time  had  arrived 
for  discufsirg  the  poison-regulaticns. 
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The  Manchester  Pharmaceutical  Association  also  sent  three 
resolutions.  One,  on  the  expediency  of  persons  using  their 
own  names  in  conjunction  with  the  ancient  titles  they  traded 
under,  caused  the  President  and  past  President  to  exchange 
smiles. 

The  Salters'  Company  wrote  sajing  that  at  a  meeting  of 
the  Court  of  Assistants  the  appointment  of  Mr.  T.  Tickle  to 
the  research  scholarship  for  another  year  was  confirmed. 

The  Assistant-Secretary  of  the  Marine  Department  of  the 
Board  of  Trade  wrote  in  reference  to  the  medicine  scales  for 
use  on  passenger  ships.  It  was  proposed  to  revise  the  list, 
in  accordance  with  the  new  B.P.,  and  they  ask  the  Society 
to  appoint  a  member  of  the  revision  committee. 

The  Charity  Commissioners  asked  the  Society  if  it  would 
be  convenient  for  them  to  elect  a  member  of  the  governing 
body  of  the  Chelsea  Physic  Garden  should  the  proposed 
scheme  be  accepted. 

The  President  is  to  reply  that  they  were  quite  prepared  to 
exercise  the  proposed  power. 

Mr.  Maetindale  asked  if  they  had  noticed  that  the 
inscription  on  the  Physic  Garden  was  "Hortus  Pharma- 
ceuticae." 

The  Privy  Council  asked  if  the  Society  would  send  them 
particulars  of  the  pharmacy  laws  of  the  country,  for  the 
Russian  embassy,  who  had  applied  for  them. 

The  General  Purposes  Committee  reported  that,  in  regard 
to  forty-two  towns  for  which  they  had  received  no  nomina- 
tions for 

Local  Seceetabies, 

five  gentlemen  had  since  sent  in  their  names.  Assistant- 
Secretaries  were  appointed  for  Birmingham,  Southsea, 
Glasgow,  Liverpool,  and  Manchester.  Mr.  A.  G.  Worsley 
was  appointed!  Divisional  Secretary  for  West  Kensington,  in 
place  of  Mr.  Horsley,  deceased;  Mr.  R.  L.  Churchyard  for 
St.  Pancras,  in  place  of  the  late  Mr.  Cornelius;  and  Mr.  Wm. 
Parsons  for  Gretnwich,  in  place  of  Mr.  A.  J.  Brown,  who  has 
resigned  on  account  of  ill-health. 

Examinees 

for  the  ensuing  year  were  then  appointed.  They  were  : — For 
England  and  Wales  Mr.Wm.  Arkinstall,  Professor  J.  B.  Farmer, 
Mr.  E.  H.  Farr,  Professor  J.  R.  Harvey  Gibson,  Professor  F.  S. 
Kipping,  Mr.  E.  W.  Lucas,  Mr.  A.  J.  Phillips,  Mr.  J.  E.  Saul, 
Mr.  A.  E.  Tanner,  Mr.  G.  S.  Taylor,  Professor  J.  Millard 
Thompson,  and  Mr.  R.  Wright.  For  Scotland  the  Board  of 
Examiners  elected  consisted  of  the  following:  Professor 
I.  B.  Balfour,  Mr.  A.  Davidson,  Er.  Leonard  Dobbin,  Mr.  J.  L. 
Ewing,  Mr.  J.  Jack,  Mr.  G.  Lunan,  Mr.  T.  Maben,  and  Mr.  J. 
Nesbit.  A  vote  of  thanks  was  passed  to  the  past  examiners 
for  their  services. 

Amended  Schedules 
for  the  Minor  and  Major  examinations  were  brought  forward 
for  adoption.  The  President  explained  that  the  object  in 
revising  the  schedules  was  to  give  greater  precision,  and  not 
to  increase  the  stringency  of  the  examinations.  The  schedules 
have  been  entirely  re-written,  and  in  practical  chemistry 
candidates  are  required  to  analyse  a  mixture  of  two  sub- 
stances. The  schedules  were  approved,  and  are  to  come  into 
force  in  September,  1899. 


(Scncral  fiftecucal  Council. 


THE  proceedings  of  the  autumn  session  of  the  General 
Medical  Council  were  wound  up  on  Thursday,  Decem- 
ber 1.  A  recent  case  in  the  criminal  courts  served  to  call 
attention  to  the  ease  with  which 

Duplicate  Cebtificates  of  Registration 
could  be  obtained  by  persons  having  no  right  thereto  and 
who  contemplated  making  a  fraudulent  use  thereof.  This 
led  Mr.  Horsley  to  bring  the  subject  forward,  and  after  a 
discussion  in  camera,  it  was  decided  to  ask  the  Executive 
Committee  to  devise  means  of  securing  the  identification  of 
registered  medical  and  dental  practitioners,  and  for  the 
prevention  of  fraudulent  personation  of  such  practitioners. 

Unqualified  Assistants. 
A  special  committee  was  appointed  early  in  the  session  to 
report  upon  various  matters  concerning  the  employment  of 


unqualified  assistants.  The  attention  of  the  Council  had 
been  called,  on  the  one  hand,  to  the  hardships  experienced 
by  unqualified  assistants  of  many  years  standing,  by  the 
resolutions  of  Council  forbidding  their  employment  except 
uDder  very  severe  restrictions,  thereby  depriving  them  of 
their  livelihood.  On  the  other  hand,  a  number  of  persona 
and  associations  professed  a  desire  for  more  precise  informa- 
tion as  to  what  constituted  legitimate  and  illegitimate 
employment  of  unqualified  assistants  respectively. 

In  the  report  of  this  special  committee  it  is  stated  that 
though  the  repression  of  the  evils  complained  of,  which  are 
alleged  to  be  far  more  widespread  than  is  generally 
supposed,  may  entail  disturbance  of  old-standing  but 
illegitimate  arrangements,  with  consequent  difficulty  and 
even  hardship  to  the  individuals  concerned,  it  was  the  duty 
of  the  Council  to  enforce  them  vigorously.  The  committee 
declined  to  be  drawn  into  any  further  definitions  of  what 
constituted  illegitimate  employment  of  unqualified  assis- 
tants, and  referred  the  memorialists  to  the  past  utterances 
of  the  Council. 

INSTECCTION  IN  VACCINATION. 

Under  the  old  vaccination  law  the  aggregation  of  vaccini] 
fers  at  the  vaccination  stations  enabled  students  to  receive 
a  perfunctory  and  in  every  respect  inadequate  instruction  in 
the  technique  of  vaccination.  But  the  new  Act,  by  abolish- 
ing these  dangerous  aggregations  of  infectious  and  infect- 
able  persons,  has  placed  a  difficulty  in  the  way  of  the 
instruction  of  students,  who  are  required  to  produce  a 
certificate  of  having  been  "  duly  instructed,"  such  instruction 
consisting  mainly  in  the  payment  of  the  sum  of  one  guinea 
to  the  fortunate  individual  who  has  been  appointed 
"instructor"  in  vaccination.  It  seems  that  the  L  G  B.  are 
now  considering  a  means  of  getting  over  the  difficulty,  but 
what  that  means  doth  not  yet  appear. 

Medical-aid  Associations. 

The  committee  appointed  to  investigate  this  burning  ques- 
tion apparently  wish  to  rival  the  last  Royal  Commission  on 
Vaccination  in  fixity  of  tenure.  They  have  been  at  work  for 
some  years,  and  with  no  other  tangible  result  than  the  pro- 
duction each  session  of  an  interim  report  which  simply 
amounts  to  nothing  at  all.  The  Council  is  beginning  to  get 
restive,  but  we  are  promised  that  early  in  1899  the  managers 
of  the  various  associations  are  to  discuss  the  matter  with 
their  constituents.  It  was  emphasised  that  it  is  not  the 
ordinary  legitimate  friendly  society  that  is  complained  of, 
but  the  touting  commercial  associations,  which  are  to  doctors 
what  "  cutters  "  are  to  chemists. 

Inspectoe  of  Examinations. 

Dr.  Coupland  having  resigned  the  post  of  inspector  of 
examinations  the  choice  of  the  Council  has  fallen  on  Sir 
George  Duffey,  subject  to  his  willingness  to  accept  the  prof- 
fered emoluments. 

Grammae-school  Study. 

An  important  question  was  raised  by  the  Royal  College  of 
Surgeons  in  Ireland,  who  asked  for  an  explanation  of  the 
English  Conjoint  Examining  Board's  regulations  as  to  the 
curriculum.  It  seems  that  the  Board  has  of  late  recognised 
a  number  of  schools  and  places  as  "teaching-centres"  for 
instruction  in  physics,  chemistry,  practical  chemistry,  and 
biology,  with  the  curious  result  that  any  schoolboy  who  has 
passed  a  preliminary  examination  recognised  by  the  Council 
can  forthwith  register  as  a  medical  student,  and,  though 
remaining  at  school,  may  study  these  subjects  for  a  year, 
which  is  counted  as  the  first  year  of  medical  study.  Well 
may  the  Irish  College  protest  against  an  arrangement  which 
converts  a  schoolboy  into  a  medical  student  without  obliging 
him  to  go  to  a  school  of  medicine.  It  is  not  for  us  to  discuss 
whether  this  is  what  was  meant  by  the  Council  in  re- 
organising the  curriculum.  It  certainly  seems  to  stultify  the 
much-vaunted  prolongation  of  the  curriculum  to  five  years. 
After  some  animated  discussion  the  question  was  referred  to 
the  Education  Committee  for  consideration  and  report. 

After  the  transaction  of  some  dental  business  the  session 
was  brought  to  a  close,  after  a  meeting  which,  if  not  alto- 
gether unprecedented  in  length,  is  certainly  the  longest  for 
many  years  past. 
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Xeoal  IReporte. 


Sanitas  Company  v.  Lambert. 

This  was  an  action  for  injunction  ;  and  it  has  now  been 
settled  by  the  defendant  giving  an  undertaking  which  the 
plaintiff  company  has  accepted.  The  matter  was  mentioned 
before  Mr.  Justice  Stirling  in  the  Chancery  Division  on 
December  2,  but  the  terms  of  the  undertaking  were  not 
disclosed  in  court. 


Valentine  Meat  Juice  Company  (Limited)  v. 
Valentine  Extract  Company  (Limited). 

The  hearing  of  this  action  was  on  December  2  definitely 
postponed  until  a  day  to  be  fixed  by  the  Judge,  and  will  not 
be  taken  until  after  the  Christmas  vacation.  The  action  is 
for  an  injunction  to  restrain  the  defendant  company  from 
carrying  on  business  as  manufacturers  or  vendors  of  extract 
of  meat  or  meat-juice  under  any  name  of  which  "  Valentine  " 
or  "  Valentine's  "  forms  part,  without  clearly  distinguishing 
between  them  and  the  plaintiff  company.  Mr.  Swinfen  Eady, 
Q.C  for  the  plaintiff  company,  stated  to  Mr.  Justice  Stirling, 
in  the  Chancery  Division  on  Friday,  that  he  had  a  motion 
for  interim  injunction  pending  the  trial  of  the  action  ;  but  it 
had  been  arranged  to  treat  the  hearing  of  the  motion  as  the 
trial,  and  so  avoid  the  time  and  expense  of  a  double  hearing. 
The  date  of  the  hearing  will  probably  be  fixed  by  the  Court 
in  a  few  days. 


The  Chancellor  Soap. 

In  the  Chancery  Division  on  December  2,  before  Mr.  Justice 
North,  Mr.  Terrell,  Q.C,  moved  to  commit  Henry  George 
Chancellor  for  alleged  breach  of  an  injunction  granted 
against  him  in  August,  1893.  Counsel  stated  that  a  Mr. 
Bishop  formerly  carried  on  a  small  soap-business  at  Hull, 
which,  after  his  death,  was  continued  by  his  widow.  The 
soap  was  made  in  accordance  with  a  secret  process.  In 
Jane,  1895,  the  business  was  taken  over  by  the  defendant, 
who  undertook  to  pay  Mrs.  Bishop  a  royalty  on  all  soap  made 
under  the  secret  process,  to  spend  not  less  than  1,C00Z.  a 
year  in  advertising  the  soap,  and  cot  to  dispose  of  the 
business  without  the  consent  of  the  vendor,  or  prejudicially 
to  her  interests.  Early  this  year,  finding  the  business  did 
not  pay,  and  that  the  secret  process  entailed  a  great  deal  of 
waste  material,  he  arranged  to  sell  the  business  to  a  com- 
pany styled  Chancellor,  Walker  &  Wallis  (Limited).  The 
plaintiff  commenced  the  present  action  and  obtained  an 
interim  injunction  to  prevent  the  defendant  parting  with  the 
business  except  under  the  terms  of  agreement.  Since  then, 
however,  the  defendant  had  completed  the  transfer  of  the 
business,  but  he  contended  that  he  had  done  so  only  so  far 
as  it  was  a  business  for  the  manufacture  of  soap  according 
to  the  ordinary  boiling-process,  and  that  he  had  not  trans- 
ferred the  secret  process.  He  (counsel)  submitted  that  it 
was  not  competent  for  the  defendant  to  separate  the  business 
and  dispose  of  part  of  it. 

After  some  discussion  the  motion  was  directed  to  stand 
over  for  a  week  to  enable  Mr.  Terrell  to  communicate  with 
bis  client  with  a  view  of  the  moticn  standing  uill  the  trial. 


Action  for  False  Imprisonment. 

In  the  Queen's  Bench  Division,  on  December  2,  before  Mr. 
Justice  Wills  and  a  special  jury,  Mr.  Henry  Downes.  a 
medicine-vendor  or  herbalist,  residing  at  Maplin  Street,  Mile 
End,  sought  to  recover  damages  from  the  Dr.  Williams 
Medicine  Company  and  another  for  false  imprisonment  and 
malicious  prosecution. 

The  plaintiff  conducted  his  case  in  person,  while  Mr.  C.  F. 
Gill,  Mr.  F.  P.  M.  Schiller,  and  Mr.  R.  F.  Graham- Campbell 
represented  the  defendant  company. 

The  plaintiff  stated  that  in  August  of  last  year  he  had  lost 
his  voice,  which  incapacitated  him  from  speaking  in  public. 
He  accordingly  arranged  with  a  gentleman  who  had  been  in 
Jthe  army  to  accompany  him  into  the  country  and  to  make 
the  announcements  to  the  public  that  were  necessary  for  the 


sale  of  pills  of  which  the  plaintiff  made  a  speciality.  Ho 
attended  the  market  at  Louth,  in  Lincolnshire,  on  Septem- 
ber 1  and  8.  In  October,  after  he  had  returned  home,  he 
was  arrested  on  a  warrant  which  charged  him  with  having 
sold  his  own  pills  as  Dr.  Williams's  Pink  Pills  for  Pale  People. 
He  was  handcuffed  and  taken  by  the  police-otlicer  to  King's 
Cross  Station,  a  crowd  followirg  and  makirg  remarks  as  to 
the  nature  of  the  offence  which  he  was  supposed  to  have 
committed.  One  person  said,  "  I  wonder  if  he  has  killed  his 
wife."  He  was  taken  to  Louth  and  charged  before  the 
Magistrates,  bail  at  first  being  refused.  He  was  afterwards 
brought  up  two  days  before  that  fixed  for  the  hearing  cf  the 
case,  and,  not  knowing  of  this  new  arrangement,  he  was 
deprived  of  the  opportunity  of  calling  witnesses,  who  would 
have  clearly  proved  the  falsity  of  the  charge  made  against 
him.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  he  and  the  gentleman  who  was 
acting  for  him  specially  told  the  people  that  the  pills  he  sold 
were  not  Dr.  Williams's  pills.  He  claimed  that  he  had  sold 
pink  pills  long  before  the  defendant  company,  and  that  his 
were  not  only  cheaper  but  much  belter  than  those  of  the 
defendants,  of  which  he  said  he  could  give  proof  by  the 
production  of  hundreds  of  genuine  testimonials.  He  was 
altogether  kept  in  custody  for  some  three  weeks,  and  was 
then  committed  for  trial  to  the  Lincolnshire  Assizes.  When 
the  case  came  before  the  grand  jury  they  ignored  the  bill, 
there  being  no  witnesses  in  attenGance  on  behalf  of  the 
prosecution. 

Mr.  Gill  observed  that  the  reason  of  this  was  because  the 
defendant  company  were  under  the  impression  that  the 
assizes  had  been  postponed  until  a  later  day. 

Mr.  Justice  Wills  said  he  was  the  Judge  at  the  Lincolnshire 
Assizes,  and  he  remembered  the  case.  The  impression  he 
formed  at  the  time  was  that  the  whole  thing  was  an  adver- 
tisement for  Dr.  Williams's  pills.  (Laughter.) 

The  plaintiff  went  into  the  witness-box  and  gave  evidence 
bearing  out  his  opening  statement.  He  also  produced 
testimonials  from  his  landlord  (under  whom  he  had  been  a 
tenant  for  twelve  or  thirteen  years),  and  from  a  City  firm  with 
whom  he  had  dealt  for  many  years,  giving  him  the  best  of 
characters. 

Mr.  Justice  Wills,  having  read  the  depositions  containing 
the  evidence  given  before  the  Magistrates,  pDinted  out  to  the 
plaintiff  that  in  an  action  of  this  nature  it  was  necessary,  in 
order  to  establish  his  case,  to  prove  that  the  defendants 
acted  without  reasonable  and  probable  cause,  and  he  must 
bring  forward  evidence  of  malice.  He  was  afraid  the 
plaintiff  could  not  do  this,  and  that  he  must  therefore  rest 
satisfied  with  having  had  the  opportunity  of  stating  his  case 
publicly  in  court,  and  producing  the  excellent  testimonials  to 
character  which  he  had  submitted.  It  could  no1,  be  said  that 
the  defendants  had  not  reasonable  and  probable  cause,  be- 
cause he  found  that  no  fewer  than  three  persons— however 
mistaken  they  might  have  been — had  stated  in  their  de- 
positions that  the  plaintiff  had  sold  these  pills  as  Dr. 
Williams's  pills.  It  was  possible  that  the  plaintiff  had 
suffered  from  something  that  was  said  by  the  other  man  who 
had  represented  him.  In  these  circumstances  he  felt  bound 
to  give  judgment  for  the  defendants  and  against  the 
plaiDtiff,  though  he  hoped  that  the  latter  would  recognise 
that  he  had  received  a  fair  hearing  and  fair  treatment  at  the 
hands  of  the  Court. 

The  plaintiff  acknowledged  his  Lordship's  courtesy, 
reiterated  his  statement  that  both  he  and  his  representative 
expressly  told  the  public  that  the  pills  they  were  selliDg  were 
not  Dr.  Williams's,  and  intimated  that  he  thought  he  had  been 
made  to  suffer  so  that  the  defendant  company  might  have 
an  advertisement. 

Judgment  for  the  defendants  accordingly. 


The  United  Alkali  Company  and  their 
Superintendent. 

On  December  2,  in  the  Chancery  Division,  Mr.  Justice  Byrne 
heard  the  case  of  Hawliczeh  v.  United  Alkali  Company 
(Limited),  which  was  a  summons  taken  out  by  the  defendants 
for  an  order  to  stay  proceedings  in  the  action.  It  appeared 
that  Dr.  Hawliczeh  was  the  inventor  of  an  ammonia  soda- 
making  process  carried  on  by  the  defendants,  and^  disputes 
haviDg  arisen  on  his  retirement  from  the  company's  service 
as  their  superintendent,  there  was  a  reference  of  the  dispute 
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to  arbitration.  The  doctor  was  appointed  at  an  annual 
salary  of  1,250/,  with  an  additional  250/.  when  profits 
amounting  to  10,000/.  and  upwards  were  realised.  At  the 
conclusion  of  the  arguments,  his  Lordship  directed  the 
arbitrator,  Mr.  Roche,  to  state  a  special  case  for  the  opinion 
of  the  Court. 

Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Act. 

Tinct.  Rhei. 

At  Chorley  Petty  Sessions,  on  Tuesday,  Robert  Isaac  Fair- 
clough,  grocer,  Adlington,  was  summoned  for  selling  tincture 
of  Turkey  rhubarb  which  the  Public  Analyst  certified  to  yield 
4  77  total  solid  matters ;  29  30  alcohol,  corresponding  to 
618  proof  spirit ;  65  93  water.  It  was  deficient  in  proof 
spirit  to  the  extent  of  at  least  25  per  cent.  The  effect  of  a 
deficiency  of  spirit  was  that  either  the  active  ingredients  of 
the  tincture  were  not  thoroughly  extracted,  or  if  extracted 
were  not  retained  in  solution.  Mr.  Kevill,  who  defended, 
pleaded  guilty,  but  contended  that  the  offence  had  not  been 
wilful.  Defendant  had  purchased  the  best  stuff,  but,  as  it 
was  not  often  required,  it  had  been  a  long  time  in  stock,  and 
evaporation  muse  have  been  going  on.  The  Chairman  said 
they  believed  defendant  had  not  committed  the  offence 
wilfully ;  but  an  offence  had  been  committed,  and  a  fine  of 
5s.  and  costs  would  be  imposed. 


Milk  op  Sulphur. 

At  the  Burnley  Police  Court,  on  December  1,  Nebemiah 
Tomlinson,  chemist,  was  summoned  for  selling  milk  of 
sulphur  which  it  was  certified  contained  93  0  of  milk  of 
sulphur  and  70  of  sulphate  of  calcium.  Mr.  Tomlinson 
stated  that  when  the  new  edition  of  the  British  Pharma- 
copoeia was  issued  he  had  some  of  the  old  mixture  in  stock, 
and  in  order  to  comply  with  the  new  standard  he  purchased 
a  fresh  supply,  ordering  from  a  well-known  firm  '  pure 
precipitated  sulphur."  This  was  what  he  sold  in  just  the 
■condition  in  which  it  was  received.  Mr.  Rodgers,  who 
defended,  pointed  out  that  this  was  only  an  adulteration 
since  the  new  Pharmacopoeia  had  been  issued,  and  contended 
that  the  percentage  of  sulphate  of  calcium  was  very  small. 
The  Magistrates  in  another  town  had  decided  not  to  convict 
in  a  case  in  which  a  chemist  was  summoned  for  adulterating 
milk  of  sulphur  to  the  extent  of  50  per  cent. 

Considering  the  recent  alteration  in  the  B.P.,  the  Bench 
dismissed  the  case  on  payment  of  costs. 


The  Weights  and  Measures  Act. 

At  the  St.  Pancras  Petty  Sessions,  on  December  5,  Thomas 
Titley,  chemist,  44  Charlotte  Street,  Fitzroy  Square,  W.C., 
was  summoned  by  the  Inspector  of  Weights  and  Measures 
for  having  in  his  possession,  for  use  in  trade,  six  unjust 
weights.  The  inspector  said  he  visited  the  defendant's 
premises,  and  there  foutd  a  1-lb.  weight  which  was  1  dr. 
18  gr.  light,  a  |-lb.  wf  ight  1  dr.  light,  a  |-lb.  weight  21  gr. 
light,  a  2cz.  weight  15  gr.  light,  a  1-oz.  weight  10  gr.  light, 
and  a  -|-oz.  weight  8  gr.  light.  Some  twelve  months  ago  he 
visited  the  defendant's  premises,  and  then  had  occasion  to 
call  the  attention  of  the  manager  to  the  weights  and  scales, 
and  then  something  was  done  to  the  scales,  but  not  to  these 
weights. 

The  Chairman  asked  if  the  larger  weights  would  often  be 
used  in  a  chemist's  shop  1  The  Inspector  said  they  would  ; 
they  were  used  in  the  selling  of  such  drugs  as  linseed.  A 
Magistrate  said  it  was  highly  important  that  chemists  should 
be  particular  in  having  their  weights  and  scales  correct. 

The  defendant,  in  answer,  said  he  did  not  dispute  the 
evidence,  and  was  very  sorry.  He  thought  the  deficiency 
had  been  caused  by  the  boy  cleaning  them  daily,  so  that 
they  were  worn  away. 

The  Bench  imposed  a  fine  of  5s.  in  respect  of  each  weight, 
and  ordered  the  weights  to  be  forfeited. 


"I  consider  your  'Pharmaceutical  Formulas'  splendid 
value.  More  gold  can  be  made  out  of  them  than  many  of 
the  South  African  gold-mines."— Mr.  T.  TiTMUS(Dewetsdorp, 
O.F.S.). 


Bankrupted  anfc  failures. 


Re  Watson  Perrin  Wm.  Bhadshaw,  Maidstone,  formerly 
in  business  at  196  Norwood  Road,  S.E.,  Analytical 
Chemist. 

The  winding-up  of  this  debtor's  estate  has  been  completed 
by  the  trustee.  Gross  liabilities  amount  to  600/. ;  assets, 
250/.  After  paying  preferential  claims  and  the  legal  costs 
a  first  and  final  dividend  of  2s.  10]rf.  in  the  pound  will 
be  available  for  the  unsecured  creditors.  Debtor  served 
his  apprenticeship  with  Mr.  Wm.  Dixon,  chemist  and 
druggist,  Ash,  with  whom  he  was  for  seven  years.  He 
commenced  business  a*  an  analytical  chemist  in  London  in 
1884,  with  a  capital  of  70/. 


Re  William  Inoss,  Roe  Street,  Clifton  Park,  Belfast, 
Wholesale  Druggist. 

This  bankruptcy  came  before  the  Belfast  Bankruptcy  Court 
on  December  5  It  was  listed  on  the  adjourned  audit  and 
composition.  Mr.  D.  McUonigal  stated  that  there  was  a 
balance  in  the  bands  of  the  Official  Assignee  amounting  to 
55/.  8.s.  Id.  The  petitioning  creditors'  costs  had  been  taxed 
at  13/.  16s.  3^  ;  the  [debts  proved  on  the  composition  were 
payable  'and  amounted  to  198/.  8s.  9d.,  and  the  Official 
Assignee's  remuneration,  9/.  4s.  lOd.  The  sitting  was 
passed. 


Wccbs  of  arrangement 


Malins,  Templar  Edward,  107,  118,  123,  and  122  Woodville  Road, 
175  King's  Road,  and  58  Ordell  Street,  all  Cardiff,  chemist  and  cycle- 
manufacturer.  Trustee,  John  W.  Williams,  11  Duke  Street,  Cardiff, 
LA.   Dated,  November  26  ;  filed,  November  33.   Liabilities  unsecured, 


1  277/.  19s.  Id. ;  estimated  net  assets,  1,025/.  12-.  II.  The  following 
are  scheduled  as  creditors  : — 

£  s.  d. 

Barclay  &  Sons,  London   30  0  0 

Barron,  Harveys  &  Co.,  London    45  0  0 

Bould,  J.,  Cardiff   83  0  0 

Brown,  Gould  &  Co.,  London   19  0  0 

Oasswell  (Limited),  London    17  0  0 

Chilton  Brothers,  Wolverhampton    20  0  0 

Commercial  Trading  Association,  Cardiff     ..       ..  18  0  0 
Cycle  -  components      Manufacturing  Company 

(Limited),  Birmingham        ..       ..       ..       ..  39  0  0 

Duncan,  D.,  4s  Sons,  Cardiff    82  0  0 

Field,  A.,  &  Co.,  Birmingham   62  0  0 

Heath  Brothers,  Manchester   34  0  0 

Hewitt,  W.  H.,  Cardiff   80  0  0 

Hill  &  Castle,  BrUtol    cO  0  0 

Lloyd,  J.,  &  Co.,  Birmingham   £6  0  0 

Midland  Vinegar  Company,  Birmingham     ..       ..  24  0  0 

Morgan  &  Co.,  Birminghau   23  0  0 

Newball  &  Mason,  Nottingham         ..       ..       . .  16  0  0 

New  Turner  &  Wadeley    Cycle    Company,  Bir- 
mingham  100  0  0 

New  Turner  &  'Wadeley  Cycle  Company,  Dudley    ..  67  0  0 

Potter  &  Clarke,  London   1100 

Sanderson,  A.,  &  Co.,  Hull    12  0  0 

Smith,  T.,  &  Sods  (Limited ),  Birmingham    ..       ..  113  0  0 

South  Wales  Echo,  Cardiff    17  0  0 

South  AVales  Bubber  Company,  Newport      . .  ..1200 

Stradling,  J.,  Newbury   10  0  0 

Western  Mail  (Limited),  Cardiff    25  0  0 

Wyleys  (Limited),  Coventry   10  0  0 

Wynn,  AY.  L.,  Birmingham    10  0  0 

Bankers'  claims                                       ..  60  0  0 


Morton,  Ernest  (foundry-labourer)  and  Priscilla  Maria  Morton  (his 
wife),  Nottingham  Road,  Summercoates,  Lear  Alfreton,  druggists  and 
drysalters.  Trustee,  John  B.  Hallam,  10  St.  James  Street,  Sheffield, 
chartered  accountant.  Dated,  November  29 ;  file:J,  December  1. 
Liabilities  unsecured,  92?.  lit.  Id.;  estimated  net  assets,  48J.  The 
following  are  scheduled  as  creditors  :— 


£  t.  d. 

City  Discount  Company,  Sheffield   19   0  0 

Shallcrofs,  — ,  Sheffield  12   0  0 

White,  H.  L.,  Sheffield   ..1300 
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PARTNERSHIPS  DISSOLVED. 

Clarke,  J.  J.,  and  Baldwin,  F.  J.  A.,  under  the  style  of  Dr3.  Clarke 
&  Baldwin,  Markhouse  Road,  Walthamsto w,  surgeons,  <fcc. 

Copeland,  J.,  and  Wilson,  G.,  under  the  style  of  Copeland  &  'Wilson, 
Hanley,  mineral  and  aerated  water  manufacturers  and  bottlers. 

Eliot,  A.,  and  Marshall,  S.  W.,  under  the  style  of  The  Dental  Thera- 
peutic Company,  Vere  Street,  Cavendish  Square,  W.,  manufacturers  of 
dental  and  surgical  requisites  and  journalists. 

THE  BANKRUPTCY  ACTS,  1883  AND  1890. 

Receiving  Obdeb. 
Adamson,  William  Stewart,  Burford,  chemist  and  druggist. 

Adjudication. 

Wilson,  William  Joseph,  late  Moseley,  now  Birmingham,  chemist's 
manager. 

Oedeb  made  on  Application  fob  Discharge. 

Law,  Ozias  (trading  as  Ellis,  Law  &  Son),  Donc.ister,  and  Thome, 
mineral-water  manufacturer — discharge  suspended  for  two  years, 
ending  November  3,  1900. 


£raoe*flDarRS  HppUeo  for. 


Anyone  who  objects  to  the  registration  of  a  trade-mark  must 
address  the  Comptroller-General,  Patent  Office,  Chancery 
Lane,  W.C.,  within  a  month  of  the  date  of  publication. 


(From  the  "  Trade  Marks  Journal,"  November  30,  1898.) 
Ceescal";  for  photographic  chemicals.    By  Photo  (Limited), 
Gray's  Inn  Road,  W.C.,  photographic-speciality  manufac- 
turers. 217,162. 

"  Veroini  "  ;  for  medicated  wine.    By  J.  Heginbotham,  Staley- 

bridge,  brewer  and  wine  merchant.  217,760. 
"Henal";  for  headache  and  neuralgia  powders.     By  H.  W. 

Hall,  42  Old  Broad  Street,  E.C.,  colonial  merchant.  217,797. 
"Algosot";  for  chemical  substances  for  use  in  medicine  and 

pharmacy.     By  A.  Saalfeld  &  Co.,  Manchester,  chemical 

merchants.  217,978. 
Combination    of  devices,    and  the  words  "Bonni   Bell"  (the 

essential  particulars)  ;    for  a  perfumed    soap.    By   J.  C. 

Allardice  &  Co.,  Belfast,  soap-manufacturers.  216,783. 
Design  of  label,  and  wording  "  Starlight  Soap  '' ;  for  a  perfumed 

soap.    By  Lever  Brothers  (Limited),  Port  Sunlight,  soap- 

manufacturevs.  217,355. 

(From  the  "  Trade  Marks  Journal,"  December  7,  1898.) 

Device  of  the  ace  of  clubs  (the  essential  particular)  and  wording 
"  C02"  ;  for  carbonic-acid  gas  in  metal  cylinders.  By  the 
Carbonic  Acid  Gas  Company,  Manchester  and  London,  manu- 
facturers of  carbonic-acid  gas.  217,287. 

"  Seraphthine  "  ;  for  chemical  substances  for  use  for  agricultural, 
veterinary  and  sanitary  purposes.  By  Die  Farbwerke  vorm. 
Meister,  Lucius  &  Briining,  Hoechst  a/Main,  manufacturers. 
217,438. 

"  Pedrupa  "  ;  for  ointments  and  dips  for  treating  sheep.   By  J.  M. 

Park  &  Co.,  Wishaw,  manufacturers.  218,252. 
"  OxaphoR  " ;  for  chemical  substances  for  use  in  medicine  and 

pharmacy.    By  Die  Farbwerke  vorm.  Meister,  Lucius  & 

Briining,  Germany,  manufacturers.  217,439. 
Combination  of  devices  (the  essential  particular),  representing 

baby  in  cradle  swung  from  branch  of  tree,  and  wording ;  for  a 

medicine  for  children.  By  Jane  Parsons  Wodhams,  Northants 

(no  occupation).  217,662. 
"  Celestine  "  ;  for  chemical  substances  for  use  in  medicine  and 

pharmacy.    By  Margaret  E.  Morrison,  Bexhill-on-Sea  (no 

occupation).  218,123. 
Label  consisting  of  combination  of  devices  (the  essential  particu- 

ticular)  and  wording ;  for  lime-juice.    By  L.  Rose  &  Co. 

(Limited),  Curtain  Road,  E.C.,  lime-juice  importers.  215,497. 
"  Tolo  " ;  for  perfumery  and  toilet  articles.  By  H.  Mack,  Ulm 

a/D,  Germany,  manufacturer.  216,825. 

"  Opera  "  ;  for  perfumed  soap.    By  Lever  Brothers  (Limited), 

Port  Sunlight.  217,397. 
"  Birthright  " ;   for  perfumery  and  toilet  articles.     By  W. 

Gossage  &  Sons  (Limited),  Widnes,  soap-manufacturers. 

218,021. 


personalities. 


Mr.  T.  A.  BURGESS,  proprietor  of  Burgess's  Drug-stores, 
Aberavon,  has  been  elected  to  fill  a  vacancy  on  the  Aberavon 
Town  Council. 

Peopessor  Max  von  Pettexiiofer,  the  veteran  pioneer  of 
hygiene  in  Germany,  celebrated  on  December  3,  his  eightieth 
birthday  in  the  full  possession  of  both  physical  and  mental 
vigour. 

Mr.  Ai'gustixe  Worts,  chemist  and  druggist,  of  Harwich 
and  Dovercourt,  has  retired  from  business.  He  has  practised 
pharmacy  in  Harwich  since  1856,  and  was  a  member  of  the 
Town  Council  for  eighteen  years.  Mr.  Worts  is  a  J. P.  and  a 
Commissioner  of  Taxes. 

Ox  St.  Andrew's  Day,  November  30,  Brother  Samuel 
Lawrence,  chemist,  Oban,  was  duly  installed  as  Right 
Worshipful  Master  of  Oban  Lodge  Commercial,  No.  180.  On 
a  previous  occasion  Brother  Lawrence  occupied  this  position 
for  a  period  of  three  years. 

Mr.  Robert  Cook,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  Grimsby,  has 
been  placed  on  the  Commission  of  the  Peace  for  the  County 
Borough  of  Grimsby.  Mr.  Cook  is  also  a  director  of  the 
local  waterworks  company,  gas  company,  and  football  club, 
and  an  overseer  for  the  parish  of  Grimsby. 

We  understand  that  most  of  the  descriptions  of  the  materia 
medica  in  the  draft  of  the  Indian  and  Colonial  Addendum  to 
the  British  Pharmacopoeia  were  written  by  Mr.  Wm.  Kirkby, 
of  Owens  College,  assisted  by  Mr.  E.  M.  Holmes,  Curator  to 
the  Pharmaceutical  Society  who  also  wrote  some  of  the 
descriptions. 

In  reporting  the  meeting  of  the  American  Pharmaceutical 
Association  at  Baltimore  we  mentioned  that  Miss  Josie  A. 
Wanous,  of  Minneapolis,  had  been  elected  the  Third  Vice- 
President  of  the  Association.  We  published  at  the  time  a 
pen-and-ink  portrait  of  the  lady,  which  we  copied  from  an 
American  pharmaceutical  journal.    That  portrait  did  not  do 


her  justice,  and  as  we  have  now  the  opportunity  of  repro- 
ducing a  photograph  of  her,  we  have  pleasure  in  thus  making 
the  amende  honorable.  Miss  Wanous  describes  herself  on 
her  letter-paper  as  "  Exclusive  Pharmacist,"  and  her  address 
is  521  Nicollet  Avenue,  2nd  floor,  Minneapolis.  We  are 
not  advanced  enough  here  to  know  what  an  "Exclusive 
Pharmacist"  is. 

Dr.  Leonard  Dobbin,  who  has  succeeded  Professor  John 
Gibson  as  examiner  in  chemistry  on  the  Pharmaceutical 
Board  of  Examiners  for  Scotland,  is  the  first  professional 
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examiner  on  the  board  who  has  had  experience  in  pharmacy, 
he  having  been  connected  with  his  father's  firm  in  Belfast 
two  or  three  years  before  he  took  up  pure  chemistry  as  a 
pursuit.  Dr.  Dobbin  is  a  graduate  of  the  University  of 
Leipzig,  where  lie  studied  under  Wislicenus,  and  has  been  an 
assistant  to  Professor  Crnm  Brown  in  the  Edinburgh 
University  for  fifteen  years,  latterly  the  principal  assistant 
having  succeeded  Professor  Gibson  in  the  post.    It  is  not 


without  interest  to  mention  that  in  his  student  days  Dr. 
Dobbin  was  one  of  our  "  Corner  for  Students  "  competitors, 
and  carried  off  the  first  prize  once  or  twice.  His  knowledge 
of  the  needs  of  pharmacy  should  make  him  an  acceptable 
examiner,  just  as  his  temperament  will  be  favourable  to 
candidates.  He  is  the  editor  of  the  Alembic  Club 
Reprints,  and  has  made  many  contributions  to  chemical 
literature. 

Professor  J.  M.  Thomson,  F.R.S.,  who  succeeds  Pro- 
fessor McLeod  as  a  chemistry  examiner  to  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society,  is  Professor  of  Chemistry  in  King's  College,  London, 


and  Hon,  Secretary  to  the  Institute  of  Chemistry.  For  many 
years  he  was  one  of  the  Secretaries  to  the  Chemical  Society, 
and  is  now  a  Vice-President.  He  is  an  experienced 
examiner. 


Mr.  John  Frederic  Habbington,  the  new  member  of 
the  Council  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society,  is  a  chemist  and 
druggist  in  business  at  45  High  Street,  Kensington,  \V.,  and 
a  comparatively  young  man.  Mr.  Harrington  is  well  known 
to  a  section  of  the  London  chemists,  and  is  the  President  of 


the  Western  Chemists'  Association  of  the  present  year.  He 
was  some  years  ago  in  business  at  Southsea  as  a  chemist 
and  mineral-water  manufacturer,  and  has  had  experience  of 
agricultural  business  at  Kochford,  where  his  father  had  a 
good  business.  Mr.  Harrington  is  a  Freemason,  and  was  a 
Master  when  residing  at  Southsea.  Our  portrait  is  taken 
from  one  in  which  he  is  wearing  the  insignia  of  that  office. 


Deaths. 


Glew.—  On  November  29,  at  Selby,  the  wife  of  Mr.  W. 
Glew,  chemist  and  druggist,  Selby.    Aged  77. 

Joze  — On  December  1,  at  the  residence  of  her  son,  Mr. 
John  Joze,  M.P.S.I.,  38  Arran  Quay,  Dublin,  Margaret,  widow 
of  the  late  T.  Joze,  chemist,  in  her  80th  year. 

Kihbt. — On  December  6,  at  128  Norfolk  Road,  Brighton, 
Edmund  Thomas  William  Kirby,  the  second  and  dearly- 
beloved  son  of  Edmund  A.  Kirby,  M.D.,  of  Cerne  Abbas, 
Bournemouth.    Aged  43. 

Newbery. — On  December  3,  at  Old  Matford,  Heavitree, 
Exeter,  Ann,  the  wife  of  Mr.  W.  Newbery,  and  mother  of 
Mr.  F.  Newbeiy,  chemist,  formerly  of  Magdalen  Road,  Mount 
Radford,  Exeter. 

Plumbley. — At  Beccles,  on  December  2,  Mr.  Walter 
Plumbley,  chemist  and  druggist.  Deceased  was  a  prominent 
Freemason,  and  had  been  a  member  of  the  Apollo  Lodge  for 
some  years. 

Ward. — At  Ongar,  on  November  29,  Mr.  David  Ward, 
chemist  and  druggist.  Aged  77.  Mr.  Ward  had  carried  on 
business  at  Ongar  for  half  a  century.  He  was  a  trustee  of 
KiDg's  Trust  School. 


Cutting  the  Cutters. — A  department  store  in  St.  Cloud, 
MiDn.,  recently  added  a  cheap  drug  and  patent-medicine 
branch  to  their  business.  The  druggists  of  the  town  have 
combined,  however,  and  advertise  all  the  staple  patent 
medicines  at  lower  prices  than  the  store  can  afford  to  reach. 
They  further  announce  their  intention  of  leading  the  store  a 
msrry  dance  as  long  as  they  care  to  follow. 
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59 


ROGATION 


In  bottles  to  retail  at 


8d.,     X/-,     a,ndL  2/6. 
fit  A 


AND  OTHER 


DISINFECTANTS 

SULPHUR  FUMIGATING  CANDLES  (Patent 

6d.,  9d.,  and  1/-  each. 
PRESERVED    PEROXIDE    OF  HYDROGEN 
(Patent). 

MOTH  PAPER,  BLOCKS  AND  CRYSTALS, 
WEED  DESTROYER,  &c,  &c. 

THE  SANITAS  CO.,  LIMITED    BETHNAL  GREEN,  LONDON. 

iND  636-642  W.  55  Street,  NEW  YORK. 


$  PRATT'S 


Dog  Cakes 

SUPPLIED  TO 

NANSEN 
EXPEDITION. 


There   is   a   DEMAND   for  MEDICIJSAL 
LICENCE-FREE 

COCAJWINK. 

The  "  Galen  "  Coca  Wine  gives  universal  satisfaction  as  a 
remedy,  brings  repeat  orders,  and  yields  a  good  profit, 

THE  GALEN  MANUFACTURING  CO.,  LIM. 


(JOHN    MOSS    &  CO.), 


Wilson  St.,  LONDON,  S.E. 


MELLIN'S 
FOOD 


For  INFANTS 
and  INVALIDS. 


The  principle  of 


Fletcbers*  Concentrated  Clquors 

Is  now  recognised  In  the 

BRITISH  PHARMACOPOEIA,  1898. 


PEPSALIA 

Bears  a  good  profit,  and  may  be  obtained 
through  the  Wholesale  Trade. 


Proprietors, CEREBQS  LTD.,  3  Maiden  Lane,  London,  E.C. 


HAVE  A  VERY  TJ.XE  OONSKi  X.MENT  OF 


NON-FREEZING 


Cod  Liver  Oil 

And  will  be  pleased  to  quote  in  Barrels,  Win.  Qts., 
or  Bottles. 


47    MINORIES,  LONDON. 


Eottorial  Comments. 

Poisons  Regulations. 

It  will  be  seen  from  our  report  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Council's  meeting  this  week  that  a  special  meeting  of  the 
Society  is  to  be  held  on  January  11  to  consider  the 
expediency  of  adopting  regulations  in  regard  to  the  keeping 
dispensing,  and  selling  of  poisons,  as  contemplated  in  the 
Pharmacy  Act.  The  arguments  for  and  against  such  a 
course  have  been  stated  again  and  again  in  this  journal,  but 
it  seems  only  fair  to  make  it  clear  that  that  meeting  will 
have  the  statutory  power  to  agree  to  such  regulations,  and 
to  bind  the  whole  trade  to  them,  if  the  Privy  Council  should 
agree,  as  they  doubtless  would,  to  such  regulations  as  might 
be  proposed. 

To  many  modern  chemists  and  druggists  the  question  of 
regulations,  as  distinguished  from  recommendations,  in 
regard  to  the  keeping,  dispensing,  and  selling  of  poisons  is 
not  one  of  much  moment — scarcely,  perhaps,  one  of  much 
interest — for  the  simple  reason  that  those  which  are  likely 
to  be  accepted  are  already  in  force  in  their  pharmacies ;  and 
it  might  be  difficult  to  explain  to  such  chemists  the  furious 
opposition  which  the  proposal  of  regulations  excited  among 
their  predecessors  in  the  years  1870  and  1871. 

The  first  section  of  the  Pharmacy  Act  of  1863  requires  that 
every  chemist  and  druggist  shall  "  conform  to  such  regula- 
tions as  to  the  keeping,  dispensing,  and  selling  of  poisons  as 
may  from  time  to  time  be  prescribed  by  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  with  the  consent  of  the  Privy  Council."  According 
to  a  "Statement  of  Reasons  which  have  induced  the 
Council  to  Suggest  Regulations,"  published  by  the  Council  in 
February,  1871,  "  there  was  a  tacit  understanding  between 
the  Council  and  the  Government  that  the  Pharmaceutical 
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Council  should  frame  a  code  of  regulations."  Without  this, 
it  was  implied,  the  Government  would  not  havelallowed  the 
Pharmacy  Act  to  pass.  Tacit  understandings  are  extremely 
unsatisfactory  arrangements.  The  parties  to  them  seldom 
understand  the  same  thing,  and  in  the  case  now  under 
review  neither  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  nor,  still  less, 
outside  chemists  could  be  held  in  the  remotest  degree  bound 
by  this  one.  But  those  who  had  in  some  way  committed 
themselves  quite  properly  brought  the  subject  forward,  and 
in  December,  18G9,  the  Council  published  the  following 
code  of  suggested  regulations  for  the  consideration  of  the 
Society  (for  it  was  the.  Society,  and  not  the  Council,  which 
had  to  pass  them)  : — 

1.  In  the  keeping  of  poisons  each  poison  shall  be  kept  in  a 
box,  bottle,  vessel,  or  package  distinctly  labelled  with  the  name 
of  the  article,  and  the  word''  Poison." 

2.  In  the  keeping  of  poisons  one  or  more  of  the  following 
systems  shall  be  used: — ■ 

(i.)  The  boxes,  bottles,  vessels,  or  packages  containing  poison 
shall  be  kept  apart  from  other  boxes,  bottles,  vessels,  or  packages, 
and  shall  be  so  kept  in  an  apartment,  cupboard,  compartment,  or 
drawer  set  apart  for  dangerous  articles. 

(ii.)  The  bottles  or  vessels  used  in  any  shop  or  dispensary  to 
contain  poison  shall  be  distinguishable  to  the  touch,  as  by  being 
angular,  fluted,  or  corrugated,  and  shall  be  unlike  the  bottles  or 
vessels  used  to  contain  articles  which  are  not  poisonous  or 
dangerous  in  the  same  shop  or  dispensary. 

(iii.)  The  bottles  or  vessels  used  in  any  shop  or  dispensary  to 
contain  poison  shall  be  tied  over,  capped,  or  secured  in  a  manner 
distinguishable  from  the  way  in  which  any  bottles  or  vessels  not  i 
used  to  contain  poisonous  or  dangerous  articles  used  in  the  same 
shop  or  dispensary  may  be  tied  over,  capped,  or  secured. 

3.  In  dispensing  and  compounding  poisons,  all  liniments,  em- 
brocations, and  lotions  containing  them  shall  be  put  into  distinctive 
bottles,  or  bottles  made  distinctive ;  and  labels,  containing  some 
words  of  caution  showing  that  the  contents  are  not  intended  to  be 
taken,  in  addition  to  the  name  of  the  compound  or  instructions  for 
use,  shall  be  affixed  thereto. 

The  Regulations,  as  soon  as  they  were  published,  attracted 
influential  opposition  from  all  parts  of  the  country,  and  from 
the  commencement  they  were  almost  universally  condemned. 
That  is  to  say,  it  was  the  submission  to  the  yoke 
of  the  Privy  Council  that  was  condemned,  and 
not  so  much  the  Regulations  themselves.  The  sub- 
ject was  left  for  discussion  at  the  annual  meeting  of 
the  Pharmaceutical  Society  in  May,  1870,  and  the  feeling  at 
that  meeting  was  so  warm  that  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  John 
Abraham,  one  of  the  advocates  of  the  Regulations,  their  con- 
sideration was  referred  to  the  new  Council,  who  were 
instructed  to  report  on  the  subject  to  the  next  annual 
meeting.  The  feeling  of  the  country,  however,  was  mani" 
tested  at  the  Council  election  that  year,  when  Messrs.  W.  S. 
Brown  and  G.  S.  Woolley,  of  Manchester,  who  had  not 
previously  been  members  of  the  Council,  and  who  were  put 
forward  expressly  as  opponents  of  the  Regulations,  were 
returned  at  the  head  of  the  poll. 

The  dispute  quieted  down  until  December,  1870,  when  it 
burst  forth  with  double  energy.  At  their  December  meeting 
the  Council  resolved  to  again  propose  the  adoption  of  regu- 
lations. But  this  time,  with  the  idea  of  pacifying  the 
opposition,  while  fulfilling  the  "  tacit  understanding,''  they 
weakly  resolved  to  drop  their  final  paragraph  relating  to 
dispensing.  This  unintelligent  attempt  to  stand  on  both 
sides  of  the  fence  offended  everybody.  For  the  next 
two  months  the  excitement  in  the  trade  was  intense. 
The  feeling  against  being  inspected  and  regulated  by 
policemen,  which  was  the  somewhat  picturesque  antici- 
pation of  the  consequence  of  the  Regulations  frequently 
suggested,  was  more  violent  than  ever.  "Tacit  under- 
standings" were  treated  with  the  scorn  they  deserved;  and 
indignation  was  particularly  aroused  by  the  assumption  that 
while  chemists  were  to  be  controlled,  medical  men,  who,  it 
was  said,  kept  and  dispensed  poisons  with  infinitely  less  care 


than  they  did,  were  not  to  be  interfered  with.  More  fuel 
was  thrown  on  the  fire  when  it  became  known  that  the  then 
Medical  Officer  of  the  Privy  Council,  Dr.  John  Simon,  had 
written  in  a  lofty  tone  demanding  to  know  "  whether  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society  intended  within  any  specified  time 
to  propose  such  regulations  as  Parliament,  in  the  opinion  of 
the  Pi  ivy  Council,  required."  When  the  Council  reported 
what  they  were  doing,  Dr.  Simon  replied  insisting  on  the 
necessity  for  the  public  safety  of  some  regulation  as  to  the 
sale  and  dispensing  of  poisons,  "such  as  the  State  contem- 
plated." 

The  Council  submitted  and  restored  the  missing  para- 
graph, and  to  justify  their  action  they  drew  up  and  issued  to 
their  members  and  associates  their  Statement  of  Reasons 
previously  alluded  to.  The  two  Manchester  representatives, 
Messrs.  Brown  and  Woolley,  urged  that  this  statement  should 
be  sent  to  every  chemist  in  business,  but  this  proposal  was 
contemptuously  rejected  by  all  their  colleagues.  This 
journal,  which  up  till  then  had  supported  the  unpopular 
view — that  is  to  say,  had  written  in  favour  of  adopting  the 
Regulations — now  came  forward  to  remedy  the  defect.  A 
circular  reprinting  the  Reasons,  and  ;idding  also  a  fair  state- 
ment of  the  opposition  views,  was  sent  to  13,000  chemists  on 
the  register,  with  a  voting-paper  attached.  In  reply  we  re- 
ceived 5.040  votes  against  the  Regulations  and  391  for  them. 
A  certain  number  of  chemists  declared  themselves  neutral,  but 
no  fewer  than  1,438  circulars  were  returned  through  the  Post 
Office,  showing  how  inaccurate  was  the  register  at  that  time. 

The  Council  again  bowed  to  the  storm :  it  was  growing 
acccustomed  to  humiliations.  The  hated  "  Regulations " 
were  resolved  upon  as  "  Recommendations  " ;  at  least  the 
Recommendations  only  differed  verbally  from  the  proposed 
Regulations,  and  not  one  chemist  out  of  twenty  has  heard 
anything  about  them  since. 

But  this  was  by  no  means  the  end  of  the  dispute.  At 
the  annual  meeting  in  May,  1871,  Mr.  R.  W.  Giles  pro- 
posed that  the  Recommendations  should  be  prescribed  as 
Regulations,  and  the  opposition,  taken  by  surprise,  and 
being  only  imperfectly  represented  at  the  meeting,  he 
nearly  carried  his  proposal.  It  was  only  defeated  by  104 
votes  to  85.  But  it  was  defeated,  and  the  Privy  Council 
promptly  responded  to  the  defiance  of  the  trade  with 
a  Bill  to  amend  the  Pharmacy  Act,  taking  power,  in 
de'ault  of  obedience  on  the  part  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Council,  to  themselves  frame  such  regulations  as  they 
should  consider  necessary.  The  Bill  was  read  a  first  time 
in  the  House  of  Lords  on  June  6,  1871,  a  second  time  on 
June  12,  passed  through  Committee  on  June  13,  and  was 
read  a  third  time  on  June  15.  In  the  House  of  Commons 
the  Bill  was  in  charge  of  Mr.  W.  E.  Forster,  then  the  Vice- 
President  of  the  Privy  Council.  Before  a  second  reading 
could  be  reached  the  opposition  of  the  trade  throughout  the 
country  had  become  formidable.  A  large  deputation  of 
chemists  was  received  by  Mr.  Forster,  who,  in  replying  to 
their  objections,  stated  the  case  for  the  Privy  Council  with 
great  force  and  fulness.  A  terrible  poisoning-case,  which 
had  occurred  in  his  own  constituency — Bradford — some  years 
before,  had  evidently  deeply  impressed  itself  on  his  mind ; 
and  as  further  evidence  of  his  keen  interest  in  the  subject 
we  may  here  mention  what  we  have  never  previously  stated 
in  public :  that  on  Mr.  Forster's  express  request  he  was  fur- 
nished with  a  proof  of  our  report  of  his  speech,  which  he 
himself  revised — a  somewhat  unusual  proceeding  on  the  part 
of  a  Cabinet  Minister. 

When  the  second  reading  of  the  Bill  was  proposed  Mr. 
Forster  intimated  that  he  would  so  far  yield  to  the  desire  of 
the  trade  as  to  indicate  in  a  schedule  the  character  of  the 
Regulations  which  the  Privy  Council  intended  to  enforce. 
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But  he  asked  that  the  Bill  should  be  read  a  second  time 
vro forma,  promising  that  the  fullest  opportunity  of  discussing 
the  amended  Bill  should  be  given.  To  this  course,  however, 
there  was  such  general  objection  that  Mr.  Forster  agreed  to 
produce  his  amended  Bill  before  the  second  reading.  The 
new  Bill  was  duly  printed,  and  it  was  found  that  the  regula- 
tions scheduled  were  similar  to  those  which  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Council  had  drafted,  except  that  the  poison-bottle 
was  abandoned.  The  Bill,  however,  never  reached  a  second 
reading.  It  was  withdrawn  by  the  Government  towards  the 
end  of  the  Session  on  the  ground  that  it  would  involve  too 
much  discussion.  Chemists  thus  won  a  remarkable  victory, 
from  the  disastrous  ell'ects  of  which  they  have  never 
recovered. 


Tincture=drawback. 

In  calling  attention  last  week  to  the  extension  of  the 
tincture-drawback  to  spirit  of  ether  and  other  preparations 
we  referred  also  to  the  question  of  adding  new  B.P.  prepara- 
tions. We  may  repeat  that  part  of  our  remarks  which 
applies  to  the  latter  : — 

From  communications  which  we  have  had  with  the 
Chairman  of  the  Board  of  Inland  Revenue,  we  learn  that 
the  question  of  adding  the  alcoholic  preparations  of  the 
new  British  Pharmacopceia  (which  are  not  already  available 
for  full  drawback)  has  been  under  consideration.  These 
preparations  may,  of  course,  be  exported  and  drawback 
obtained  upon  them,  but  the  extra  4  per  cent,  for  loss  of 
spirit  in  manufacture  is  not  given,  and  will  not  be  until  the 
Board  makes  an  order  to  that  effect. 

As  was  then  stated,  we  called  the  attention  of  the  Board 
of  Inland  Revenue  to  the  matter  some  time  ago,  and  in  a 
letter  from  the  Assistant-Secretary  which  we  received  last 
week  the  following  passage  occurs  : — 

I  am  directed  by  the  Board  of  Inland  Revenue  to  acquaint 
you  that  no  application  from  the  drug-trade  on  the  points 
referred  in  your  letter  has  been  received,  but  that  when 
such  application  is  made,  specifying  each  preparation  which 
is  deemed  to  be  entitled  to  an  allowance  for  waste,  it  will 
be  duly  considered. 

Our  letter  to  the  Chairman  of  the  Board  stated  that — 

It  would  be  advantageous  to  the  drug-trade  if  you  were 
to  issue  a  new  order  covering  the  alcoholic  preparations  of 
the  new  Pharmacopceia.  I  should  be  glad  to  know  if  you 
have  this  matter  under  consideration,  and  when  the  order, 
if  agreed  upon,  will  be  published.  I  am  aware  that  draw- 
back is  permitted  upon  all  medicinal  alcoholic  preparations, 
but  without  the  special  waste  allowance  of  4  per  cent.  ;  and 
the  new  Pharmacopoeia  contains,  in  addition  to  new  tinc- 
tures, several  new  fluid  extracts  and  a  new  series  of  alcoholic 
preparations  called  "  Concentrated  solutions,"  which  contain 
from  4  to  5  oz.  of  90-per-cent.  alcohol  in  each  pint. 

It  will  be  seen  from  a  letter  addressed  to  us  by  Messrs. 
C.  J.  Hewlett  &  Son  that  they,  at  least,  as  wholesale  drug- 
gists, had  written  to  the  Board  about  this  matter,  although 
they  have  not  specified  each  preparation.  Mr.  Charles 
Umney  has  also  communicated  with  us  about  it,  and  states 
that  his  firm  have  been  regularly  shipping  1898  B.P.  tinc- 
tures, &c,  since  June,  obtaining  the  drawback  and  the 
4-per-cent.  allowance  for  waste ;  but  this  applies  merely  to 
those  preparations  which  are  already  named  in  the  schedules 
published  by  the  Board  in  general  orders,  and  may  be  taken 
as  evidence  that  the  Board  takes  the  schedule  first  issued 
(November  28,  1888),  and  which  mentions  B.P.  only  in 
reference  to  spt.  icther.  nitrosi,  to  be  applicable  to  any 
alcoholic  preparations  named  therein,  which  also  seems 
to  be  the  case  with  the  schedule  headed  "  Unofficial 
formula:."    However  that  may  be,  the  following  are  the 


made  with  alcohol  to  which 
waste  should  be  extended  : — 


Liq 
Liq 
Liq 
Liq 
Li,, 
Syr 
Syr 
Syr 
Syr 

tTr. 

tTr. 

fTr. 


.  rliei  cone. 
.  sarsie  co.  cone, 
senega;  cone. 

senna-  cone, 
serpentariif  cone, 
aromaticus 
cascane  aromat. 
.  rhci 
.  sennie 
ergot,  ammon. 
pruni  virgin, 
quillaia- 


preparations  of  the  new  B.P 
the  allowance  of  4  per  cent,  for 

•Ext.  bellad.  liq. 
•Ext.  ipecac,  liq. 

Ext.  jaborandi  liq. 
•Ext.  nuc.  vom.  liq. 

Ext.  strophanthi 

Liq.  calumbie  cone. 

Liq.  ehirata1  cone. 

Liq.  cuspariae  cone. 

Liq.  ethyl  nitritis 

Liq.  krameriue  cone. 

Liq.  pancreatis 

Liq.  picis  carb. 

Liq.  quassias  cone. 

The  preparations  marked  *  exist  in  the  present  schedules 
without  the  affix  "  liq.,"  and  those  marked  f  are  recognised 
as  B.P.C.  or  unofficial  preparations.  There  are  several  new 
or  altered  B.P.  preparations,  not  named  above,  which  also 
contain  spirit,  but  in  very  small  quantity,  or  in  which  there 
is  no  actual  waste  in  manufacture ;  and  whether  these 
should  be  added  to  the  schedule  or  not  is  a  matter  for  the 
trade  and  the  Board  to  consider.  Considering  the  present 
attitude  of  the  Board  it  is  advisable  that  wholesale  druggists 
should,  through  the  Drug  Club,  make  early  representation 
regarding  the  specified  preparations.  While  on  this  subject 
we  would  also  call  attention  to  the  fact  that  the  new  general 
order  has  not  been  circulated  to  all  wholesale  druggists. 
It  seems  des irable  that  it  should  be. 


Board  of  Trade  Returns. 

The  general  trade  of  the  country,  as  set  forth  in  the 
November  returns,  shows  a  slight  improvement  over  Novem- 
ber, 1897,  the  exports  being  19,820,297/.  in  value,  or  45  613/. 
better,  and  the  imports  42.069.569/..  or  933,423/.  better. 
We  bought  during  November  394,603/.  worth  of  foreign 
chemicals,  dye-stuffs,  and  tanning-substances,  and  sold 
690  973/.  worth  of  British  and  Irish  chemicals  and  chemical 
and  medicinal  preparations.  It  is  a  pity  that  the  Board  of 
Trade  do  not  make  these  items  alike  by  making  dye-stuff3 
and  tanning- materials  separate  entries  in  the  summaries. 
Here,  however,  are  the  items  which  are  of  chief  interest  to 
the  drug  and  chemical  trades  : — 

Imported     Exported  . 

Alkali   ewt.     26,425    ...  331,381 

Bleaching-materials ...       „        —      ...  111,116 
Chemical  products  ...        £    207,022    ...  104,062 
•  [Includes  medicines]. 

Up  to  the  end  of  November  our  importations  of  alkali 
had  increased  by  25,000/.  to  121,669/,  and  our  exports  of 
the  same  had  decreased  from  1,193,289/.  in  1897  to  919,100/. 
The  United  States  has  bought  only  155,254/.  worth  from  us 
this  year,  against  414,006/.  last  year;  it  is  not  surprising 
therefore  that  our  alkali-manufacturers  have  gone  out  there 
to  make  alkali.    The  United  States  still  buys  bleach  from 
us  in  almost  undiminished  quantity,  so  that  the  electrolytic 
alkali  process  cannot  be  an  overwhelming  success.    It  is 
the  ammonia-soda  process   by  which  American  alkali  is 
made.    Daring  November  the  cinnamon  imports  were  very 
high — viz  ,  382  308  lbs. — almost  three  times  as  much  as  in 
November,  1897 ;  and  pepper  increased  by  25  per  cent,  to 
2  505  466  lbs.    (Each  individual  in  the  Kingdom  has  an 
ounce  of  pepper  per  month.)    Cocoa-consumption  went  np 
enormously  last  month — viz.,  to  3,350,112  lbs.,  which  is 
about  a  million  pounds  more  than  last  year,  and  there  was 
a  million  pounds  more  of  tea  taken  out  of  bond  for  home 
consumption  also ;  but  the  prepared  cocoa  shows  a  falling- 
off  from    846822    lbs.    to    592.671    lb.*.,  and    on  the 
whole  eleven  months  there  is  a  decrease  in  the  con- 
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sumption  of  imported  prepared  cocoa  to  the  extent  of 
]i  million  pounds,  while  the  home-prepared  has  increased 
by  3i  millions.  The  quicksilver  returns  are  ominous, 
the  imports  during  November  amounting  to  8.450  lbs.  only 
(80,250  lbs.  in  November,  1897,  and  16,026  lbs.  in  November, 
1896).  The  exports  during  the  month  amounted  to 
319  650  lbs.,  which  brings  the  total  for  the  year  well  above 
what  it  was  last  year.  Olive-oil  imports  have  fallen  to 
almost  half  (342  tuns),  but  the  year's  returns  are  in  advance; 
and  the  same  applies  to  turpentine,  there  being  an  increase 
of  55  000  cwt.  on  the  year,  but  a  decrease  from  56  816  cwt. 
in  November,  1897,  to  12,012  cwt.  last  month.  This  year 
will  show  a  petroleum  record  by  topping,  for  the  first  time, 
the  200,000,000  gals,  of  imports.  Peruvian  bark  already 
shows  more  than  double  imports  this  year  over  last — viz., 
43,053  cwt.  (20,470  cwt.  in  1897).  Gum  arabic  has  fallen 
off  ;  so  has  indiarubber.  Our  soap-makers  seem  to  be  doing 
well  in  foreign  parts,  having  exported  62,164  cwt.  last 
month,  and  they  are  pushing  up  the  values  to  about  a 
million  a  year  by  increased  sales. 


THE   COUNCIL  THAT  DIDN'T. 

We  are  glad  to  note  that  the  Council  of  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Society  are  moving  in  the  matter  of  company- 
pharmacy.  But  it  is  well  to  remember  that  so  far  they  have 
only  drafted  a  letter,  and  in  all  the  utterances  of  their 
orators  and  writers  it  is  made  very  manifest  that  their  sub- 
sequent action  depends  on  mercenary  considerations.  So 
many  new  subscriptions,  so  much  more  action,  is  the 
constant  theme.  Why  the  subscribers  to  the  Society  who 
have  been  faithful  to  it  for  ten,  twenty,  thirty,  or  forty  years 
are  less  worthy  of  being  served  in  a  vigorous  way  than  the 
new  ones  now  being  invited  is  not  clear.  Some  of  them 
have  been  paying  their  guineas  for  years  on  the  strength  of 
representations  that  the  Society's  action  was  "just  about  to 
begin " ;  now  they  are  coolly  told  that  the  action  is 
dependent  on  more  outsiders  coming  in.  The  letter  to  the 
Lord  Chancellor  is  all  right  as  far  as  it  goes  ;  but  it  is  a 
letter  and  nothing  more,  and  those  who  have  watched  the 
Council's  record  since  the  legality  of  company- pharmacy  was 
declared,  eighteen  years  ago,  are  not  innocent  enough  to 
believe  in  their  sudden  conversion  now.  Mr.  Carteighe's 
persistent  refusal  to  even  look  at  this  subject  when  he  was 
starring  round  the  country  in  support  of  his  Pharmacy  Bill 
in  1893,  and  Mr.  Hills's  appeal  to  the  Lord  Chancellor  last 
July  not  to  press  his  company-pharmacy  amendment  to  the 
Pharmacy  Bill,  are  not  hopeful  indications.  The  Council 
cannot  be  too  vigorous  to  please  us,  but  so  long  as  they 
insist  on  advance  payment  for  doing  their  duty  we  shall  be 
a  little  suspicious  of  the  genuineness  of  their  convictions. 

THE  MEDICAL  PRELIMINARY. 

The  Medical  Council's  decision  in  regard  to  the  Preliminary 
examination  in  general  education  is  likely  to  have  an 
influence  upon  the  standard  which  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  will  adopt.  Broadly  the  matter  stands  thus :  The 
Medical  Council  after  this  year  will  not  accept  the 
second  class  certificates  of  the  College  of  Preceptors ;  the 
Educational  Institute  of  Scotland  has  advanced  the  standard 
of  its  Professional  Preliminary  examination,  and  is  retained 
on  the  list ;  and  the  Royal  Colleges  of  Ireland  are  continuing 
their  examination  until  the  Intermediate  Examination  Board 
holds  examinations  at  seasons  as  convenient  for  medical 
students  as  the  Colleges'  examination.  The  question  referred 
I  t  the  Education  Committee  of  the  Council  is,  When  should 
recognition  of  the  second-class  Cambridge  and j  Oxford  Locals 
be  discontinued  1  In  five  years,  is  the  general  opinion  of  the 
Council,  which  seems  to  be  determined  to  recognise  only  the 
highest  standards. 


NEW  ZEALAND  GUM-INDUSTRY. 
Following  on  the  report  of  the  Commission  to  inquire  into 
the  kauri-gum  industry  (sea  C.  $  D.y  June  25)  the  New 
Zealand  Government  have  drafted  a  Bill  which  comes  into  oper- 
ation on  January  1  next.  The  Bill  contains  thirty-two  clauses, 
and  some  of  its  provisions  are  of  a  highly  protectionist 
character.  For  example,  all  who  dig  for  the  gum  must  take 
out  a  licence,  which  licence  will  be  given  to  none  unless  he 
can  prove  twelve  months'  residence  in  the  colony,  and  is  a 
British  subject  by  birth  or  naturalisation.  No  mention  of  an 
export-duty  is  made.  There  is  a  certain  amount  of  anxiety 
apparent  on  the  London  and  other  markets  as  to  the  future  of 
the  gum,  as  the  output  will  henceforth  be  restricted.  The 
colony,  we  should  think,  would  be  the  sufferer,  as  the  value 
of  fine  kauri  is  already  so  high  that  should  it  be  forced  up  a 
substitute  for  the  gum  may  be  found  or  research  for  synthetic 
gums  (better  than  the  ester  gums)  stimulated. 

BELLADONNA  PLASTERS. 
The  High  Commissioner  for  Canada  informs  us  that  he  has 
a  small  supply  of  the  Canadian  laboratory  reports  on  bella- 
donna plasters  and  invalids'  foods,  to  which  reference  has 
been  made  in  former  issues  of  The  Chemist  and  Druggist. 
If  anyone  in  the  drug-trade  specially  interested  in  these 
subjects  desires  ccpies  of  either  of  the  reports  he  will  be 
happy  to  supply  them.  The  office  of  the  High  Commissioner 
for  Canada  is  17  Victoria  Street,  S.W. 

CHEMISTS  ON  THE  WORLD'S  WHEAT-SUFPLY. 
The  alarming  prophecy  of  Sir  William  Crookes  in  his 
Presidential  address  to  the  British  Association  that  "  England 
and  all  civilised  nations  stand  in  deadly  peril  of  not  having 
enough  to  eat"  has  secured  the  critical  attention  of  the  two* 
greatest  living  authorities  on  scientific  agriculture,  Sir  J.  B. 
Lawes  and  Sir  J.  H.  Gilbert.  In  a  letter  to  the  Times 
published  on  December  2,  these  chemists  treat  Sir  William 
Crookes  with  only  the  respect  due  to  a  distinguished  amatfur. 
Generally  his  figures  seem  to  be  about  correct,  but  his  de- 
ductions appear  to  be  open  to  considerable  correction.  The 
United  States,  which  now  grow  about  one  fifth  of  the  world's 
wheat  and  contribute  one-third  of  all  wheat  esportations, 
according  to  Sir  W.  Crookes  are  now  dropping  out  of  the 
race,  and  are  likely  soon  to  enter  the  list  of  wheat  importing 
countries  ;  not  only  is  their  population  growing,  bat  their 
available  land  is  nearly  all  absorbed.  Messrs.  Lawes  and 
Gilbert  dispute  these  facts  to  some  extent,  but  their  principal 
point  is  that  the  average  U.S.  yield,  which  is  now  only 
13  bushels  per  acre,  might  easily  ba  doubled  by  good 
cultivation.  The  average  yield  of  the  much  poorer  lands 
of  the  United  Kingdom  is  about  28  bushels  per  acre, 
and  the  famous  experimental  wheatSeld  at  Rotham- 
sted  on  which  wheat  has  been  grown  for  fifty  consecutive 
years  without  manure  yields  still  the  American  proporticri 
of  13  bushels  per  acre.  The  difference  of  the  soils  seems  to 
be  balanced  by  the  care  given  on  the  Rothamsted  field  to 
keep  it  fairly  free  from  weeds,  while  in  the  United  States  weeds 
largely  rob  the  natural  fertility  of  the  land.  The  available 
wheat-land  of  Canada  Messrs.  Lawes  and  Gilbert  believe  to  be 
far  greater  than  Sir  William  Crcokes  allows  ;  they  consider  he 
restricts  unnecessarily  the  climatic  area  within  which  wheat 
will  grow,  and  they  suggest  that  the  supply  of  nitrogen  in 
the  soil  is  vastly  greater  than  is  generally  believed.  All  the 
same,  they  do  not  discourage  the  proposal  of  getting  fixed 
nitrogen  from  the  atmosphere  by  electrolytic  processes. 


A  recent  change  in  the  Belgian  Customs  tariff  decrees 
that  photographic  apparatus  known  as  folding  pocket- 
kodaks,  are  henceforth  to  be  classified  as  "scientific  instru- 
ments and  apparatus,''  and  admitted  free  of  duty. 
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^festivities. 


Pharmaceutical  Clues  Smoker. 

The  students  of  the  School  of  Pharmacy  appear  to  be  as 
fond  of  soDg  and  smoke  as  they  are  of  pharmaceutical 
studies,  judging  by  the  enthusiasm  shown  at  the  Football 
and  Cricket  Club  smoking-concert,  held  on  December  1.  The 
smoker  took  p'ace  in  the  Crown  Room  of  the  Holborn 
Restaurant,  and  there  were  over  two  hundred  present.  Pro- 
fessor Greenish  was  in  the  chair,  and  was  supported  by  Mr. 
Walter  Hills  and  Mr.  M.  Carteighe.  In  opening  the  concert 
the  Chairman  said  he  had  no  doubts  on  the  subject  of 
pharmaceutical  students  having  music  in  their  souls,  as  he 
noticed  that  if  he  was  a  few  minutes  late  at  his  lecture  the 
theatre  resounded  with  song.  A  good  programme  was  then 
gone  through,  which  included  a  much-appreciated  ventrilo- 
quial  sketch  by  Mr.  Fred  Russell,  and  some  excellent  pianoforte 
solos  by  Mr.  G.  W.  Wilton.  At  the  interval  opportunity  was 
taken  for  a  little  speech- making.  The  President  proposed 
the  health  of  the  officers  of  the  club,  and  said  it  was 
useful  as  a  means  of  taking  students  from  the  atmosphere  of 
Bloomsbury  Square,  which  was  cot  always  what  it  might 
be — in  the  laboratories.  It  also  brought;  the  students  in 
contact  with  each  other — football  did  this  especially. 
(Laughter.) 

Mr.  Wild,  captain  of  the  football  club,  in  replying,  said 
during  the  season  they  had  won  and  lost,  but  that  was  not 
the  place  to  speak  of  failures.  They  were  looking  forward 
to  matches  with  the  London  Hospital  and  Honble.  Artillery 
teams,  with  whom  they  "drew  "  last  year,  and  especially  to 
the  match  with  the  '■  Old  Boys."  There  was  a  feeling  of 
confidence  on  both  sides,  and,  speaking  for  the  present 
students,  he  would  like  to  say  they  were  prepared  to  "let 
'eia  all  come."  (Laughter.) 

Mr.  Lescher  afterwards  proposed  "The  Concert  Com- 
mittee," to  which  Mr.  Evans  replied.  Later  the  Chairman's 
health  was  enthusiastically  drunk. 

At  Manchester. 

On  November  26  the  s!aff  of  Messrs.  Ja?.  Woolley,  Sons  & 
Co.  (Limited),  Manchester,  held  their  tweLtieth  annual 
dinner  and  smoking-concert  at  the  Mosley  Hotel,  Piccadilly. 
Mr.  W.  Lane  presided,  and  about  120  persons  were  present. 
The  guests  included  Messrs.  G.  S.  Woolley  (managirg 
director),  C.  A.  Johnston  (director),  E.  Stanmore  Bishop. 
F.K.C  S.,  and  Drs.  Webster  and  Booth.  After  "  Tbe  Queen  " 
had  been  duly  honoured,  the  Chairman  gave  a  brief  history 
of  the  origin  of  the  annual  gatherings,  the  object  of  which 
was  to  bring  together  once  a  year  the  three  sections  of  the 
staff,  and  so  promote  good  fellowship  amongst  the  members 
of  the  various  departments.  Mr.  A.  Balmforth,  in  proposing 
"  Success  to  Jas.  Woolley,  Sons  &  Co.  (Limited),''  re- 
viewed the  history  of  the  firm  for  the  past  thirty -five 
years.  Mr.  J.  Tyson,  in  supporting,  gave  expression  to  the 
good  feeling  which  existed  between  the  heads  of  depart- 
ments and  the  travelling  staff.  The  toast  was  replied  to  by 
Messrs.  G.  S.  Woolley  and  C.  A.  Johnston.  "  The  Visitors  " 
was  given  by  Mr.  J.  Clegg,  and  responded  to  by  Mr.  Stan- 
more  Bishop,  F.R.C.S  ,  who  said  he  had  known  the  firm 
thirty  years,  and  had  been  struck  with  their  rapid  develop- 
ment, especially  in  the  department  for  surgical  instruments 
and  appliances.  In  the  course  of  the  evening  an  excellent 
musical  programme  was  rendered,  songs  being  given  by 
Messrs.  A.  C.  Vallance,  J.  Franklin,  Hatkinson,  Hedley, 
Whitehead,  Crowe,  Hibbert,  Wingfield,  and  J.  D.  Smith,  and 
recitations  by  Mr.  R.  Dottie.  Mr.  Williams  officiated  at  the 
pianoforte. 

Boots'  Assistants  Smoke. 

The  managers  and  assistants  in  Birmingham  and  district 
of  Boots  (Western),  Limited,  held  a  smoking-concert  at  the 
Colonnade  Hotel,  Birmingham,  on  November  30.  Tl  e  enter- 
tainment consisted  of  violin  and  vocal  contributions,  and  an 
.enjoyable  evening  was  spent. 

C.A.TJ.  Smokee. 

Diverse  opinions  may  be  held  as  to  the  ability  of  <he 
Chemists'  Assistants'  Union  to  carry  out  the  task  which  they 
Lave  set  themselves  to  perform,  but  there  could  be  ro  doubt 
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in  the  mind  of  anyone  present  in  the  Horseshoe  Hotel, 
Tottenham  Court  Road,  on  December  6,  as  to  their  capability 
of  organising  a  smoker.  The  elements  did  all  they  could  to 
throw  a  "  damper  "  on  the  proceedings,  but  in  spite  of  weather 
over  sixty  gentlemen  (mostly  chemists'  assistants)  were 
present.  In  fact,  the  weather  was  made  the  occasion  of 
frivolity;  and  Dr.  Dutch,  who  presided,  finished  his  opening 
speech  with  a  conundrum  which  he  said  occurred  to  him 
while  driving  to  the  hotel,  and  the  solution  for  which  would 
be  found  in  the  present  issue  of  The  Chemist  and 
Druggist.  The  riddle  was:  "Why  does  this  rainy  nighr, 
resemble  the  collision  between  a  locomotive  and  a  heifer  ?  " 
We  have  puzzled  over  this,  and  have  come  to  the  conclusion 
that  it  is  because  "they  both  interfere  with  the  comfort  of 
the  C.  A.  U.  (cow)"!  The  dramatic  element  was  a  pre- 
domicant  feature  of  the  programme;  and  the  talent  was 
largely  contributed  by  members  of  the  Union  and  their 
friends.  Songs  were  given  by  Messrs.  E.  Whineray  (Presi- 
dent of  the  Union),  Wilkinson  (who  has  evidently  been 
"At  the  Pantomime"  and  other  places  with  his  eyes  open), 
Martin,  and  Owen  Evans.  Mr.  Mortimer  thrilled  his  audience 
with  "The  Dustman's  Vengeance,  or  the  Struggle  for  the 
Enchanted  Kipper,"  a  bloodcurdling  melodrama.  Two 
smart  sketches  were  given  by  Mr.  Bryant,  and  Mr.  Busher 
introduced  his  "polyphonic"  entertainment  and  a  very  clever 
ventriloquial  sketch.  The  topical  allusions  in  the  last-named 
performance  were  much  enjoyed,  the  reference  to  the  Glyn- 
Jones  and  Beecham  discussion  being  a  palpable  hit. 

Smoker  at  Cambridge. 

The  Cimbridge  Pharmaceutical  Association,  under  the 
presidency  of  Mr.  Alderman  Deck,  had  a  very  frivolous 
evening  last  week,  comic  songs  mingling  with  nicotine- 
vapours  ;  and  the  Cambridge  chemists,  who  are  generally 
pretty  earnest  about  their  grievances,  apparently  enjoying 
their  night  off  with  great  zest. 

Chemists'  Dinner  at  Sunderland. 

The  annual  dinner  of  the  Sunderland  Chemists'  Associa- 
tion was  held  on  November  30  in  the  Grand  Hotel,  Bridge 
Street.  Councillor  L.  Thompson  (President)  was  in  the 
chair,  and  Messrs.  Fairman  and  Bell  in  the  vice-chairs.  The 
company  present  numbered  fifty.  Mr.  Schofield,  President 
of  the  Newcastle  Association,  telegraphed  regretting  he  had 
missed  the  train.  There  were  some  lively  speeches  and 
good  music.  Mr.  ,G.  F.  Merson  represented  the  Newcastle 
Association. 

Athletes  at  Ease  at  Edinburgh. 

The  seventh  annual  smoking-concert  of  the  Edinburgh 
Pharmacy  Athletic  Club  was  held  in  the  West  End  Cafe  on 
December  6.  Mr.  J.  Rutherford  Hill,  Honorary  President  of 
the  club,  presided,  and  the  entertainment  was  of  a  high 
class.  A  novelty  much  appreciated  was  the  introduction  of 
a  plentiful  supply  of  fruit  at  each  table.  For  this  the  club 
was  indebted  to  the  Chairman.  Mr.  Graham  Courtney,  the 
well-known  humourist,  Mr.  C.  D.  Paton  as  a  Highland  dancer, 
Messrs.  G.  H.  C  Rowland,  J.  H.  Davies,  W.  Arras,  Geo. 
Jamieson,  W.  E.  Taylor  (Messrs.  Burroughs,  Wellcome  &  Co  ), 
and  J.  Simpson  were  among  the  popular  performers. 
Excellent  speeches  were  made  by  Mr.  Richard  Clark  and  the 
Chairman. 


Business  Cbanges, 


Mr.  S.  Parker,  chemist,  More:ambe,  has  laid  down  plant 
for  the  manufacture  of  aerated  waters. 

Mr.  H.  Taylor,  chemist  and  druggist,  has  taken  over  the 
business  at  Rainhill,  Liverpool,  recently  carried  on  by  Mr.  P. 
Hayton. 

Messrs.  Uhlman  &  Kentcen,  makers  of  compressed 
and  liquefied  gases,  have  removed  from  15  Coopers  Row, 
E  C,  to  more  extensive  premises  at  207  PeLtoaville  Roal  N. 

Mr  John  Billington,  of  Manchester,  has  disposed  of 
his  business  at  230  Cheetham  Hill  Road  to  Mr.  Sarru;l 
Taylor,  of  Bradford,  Yorks.    The  transfer  was  effected  by 
I  Messrs  Thos.  Tomlicson  &  Son,  Manchester. 


(ft 


December  10,  1898  THE  CHEMIST  AND  DRUGGIST  9;9 


Z\k  Mmtcr  Session. 


Chemical  Society. 

'A  ballot  generally  brings  a  good  attendance  to  the  Society 
whatever  the  programme  may  be,  and  that  was  the  case  last 
•week.    A  paper  by  Mr.  Fenton  connected  with 

POLYHTDHtC  ALCOHOLS 

•was  the  only  attraction  publicly  announced,  but  when  the 
Fellows  reached  the  notice-board  they  saw  there  that 
Professor  Dewar  and  Professor  Dunstan  also  had  communi- 
cations to  make.  Mr.  Fenton's  paper  first,  however.  It  was 
on  "  The  Oxidation  of  Polyhydric  Alcohols  in  Presence  of 
Iron,"  and  was  by  himself  and  Mr.  Henry  Jackson,  BA, 
B.Sc.  It  dealt  with  the  influence  of  ferrous  iron  on  alcohols. 
Methylic,  ethylic,  propylic,  isopropylic,  and  amylic  alcohols 
give  entirely  negative  results  either  in  presence  or  absence 
of  iron,  but  in  the  case  of  all  polyhydric  alcohols  (ethylene 
glycol,  glycerol,  erythritol,  mannitol,  dulcitol,  and  sorbitol) 
it  was  found  that  ferrous  iron  exert3  a  remarkable 
■influence  on  oxidation  by  means  of  hydrogen  dioxide.  In 
the  absence  of  iron,  practically  no  change  is  produced,  but, 
dn  its  presence,  ethylene  glycol  yields  glycollic  aldehyde, 
but  apparently  no  glyoxal ;  with  glycerol,  the  product 
•appears  to  be  glyceraldehyde  with  little  or  no  dihydroxy- 
acetone;  erythritol  yields  erythrosazone,  and  mannitol  gives 
mannose.  Some  of  the  polyhydric  alcohols  are  also  oxidised 
■by  atmospheric  oxygen  in  presence  of  ferrous  iron  and  of 
sunlight. 

Professor  Dunstan's  paper  was  the  result  of  work  by  Mr.  H. 
Brown  and  himself  in  the  Imperial  Institute  laboratories  on 

Hyosctamus  Muticus. 

This  is  the  H.  insanus  of  Stocks,  a  plant  which  grows  in 
Afghanistan,  the  PuDjaub,  and  Scinde,  and  which  the  Indian 
•Government  are  anxious  to  get  a  use  for,  especially  in 
place  of  imported  henbane  and  belladonna.  Dr.  Prain  (Sir 
George  King's  successor)  had  given  Professor  Dunstan  infor- 
mation regarding  the  plant,  which  was  called  Bi/osci/amus 
•insanus  because  of  its  powerful  exciting  properties,  and  Dr. 
Prain  added  the  fact  that  Persian  "  beng  "  is  not  like  the 
bhang  from  Indian  hemp,  but  a  hyoscyamus  preparation. 
The  object  of  the  research  was  to  isolate  the  active  principles 
-of  the  plant  (stem  and  leaves).  The  crude  alkaloid  on  isola- 
tion was  converted  into  aurichloride,  and  from  the  pure 
■crystallised  salt  the  base  was  regenerated.  It  was  found  to 
be  hyoscyamine,  and  no  other  alkaloid  was  present.  Inci- 
dentally Professor  Dunstan  mentioned  that  on  adding  a 
little  light  petroleum  to  the  chloroform  solution  of,  the  crude 
■alkaloid  most  of  the  colouring-matter  was  thrown  out ;  this 
was  separated ;  then  more  petroleum  incited  the  crystallisa- 
tion of  the  alkaloid  in  beautiful  rosettes. 

The  discussion  took  the  form  of  an  interrogatory,  Messrs. 
Groves,  Hehneb,  David  Howard,  Millard,  and  Page 
joining  in.  Mr.  Howard,  remarking  upon  the  extraordinary 
exciting  nature  of  the  plant,  said  they  could  never  be 
sure  that  a  special  physiological  action  was  induced  by  one 
principle.  In  reply  to  Mr.  Hehner,  Professor  Dunstan  said 
the  amount  of  alkaloid  obtained  from  the  drug  was  01  per 
•cent.  He  had  not  received  the  root.  The  physiological  action, 
he  said,  is  to  be  worked  out,  as  the  whole  of  the  mydriatics 
require  such  study  now  that  their  chemical  identity  is  being 
gradually  established. 

A  Lecture  Experiment 

•with  iodine  was  then  shown  by  Professor  Dewar,  who 
vacated  the  chair,  which  was  taken  by  Dr.  Perkin,  sen. 
Professor  Dewar  chatted  a  long  time  about  the  phenomenon 
which  he  illustrated,  and  it  were  futile  to  attempt  to  report 
the  characteristic  communication  at  all  fully.  The  experi- 
ment arose  from  the  making  of  the  vacuum- j  icketed  vessels 
which  are  used  in  low-temperature  research.  These  are 
generally  made  with  mercury  on  the  Torricellian  vacuum 
principle,  the  residual  mercury-vapour  being  frozen  out  with 
solid  carbondioxide  or  liquid  air,  whereby  a  mirror  of  quick- 
silver is  deposited  on  the  inside.  This  is  not  a  disadvantage, 
as  it  reduces  heat- conductivity  ;  but  in  order  to  bring  down 
conductivity  to  the  minimum,  Professor  Dewar  ha3  used 


iodine-vapour,  which,  on  cooling  with  liquid  air,  is  deposited 
as  crystals,  leaving  a  vacuum  of  great  tenuity.  A  double 
tube  of  this  kind  happened  to  be  heated,  when  it  was 
observed  that  one  half  became  filled  with  iodine- vapour 
much  more  rapidly  than  the  other,  and  on  investigation  it 
was  found  that  this  half  contained  a  trace  of  air  ;  the  other 
was  free  from  air.  Professor  Dewar  showed  two  tubes,  one 
like  a  double  burette,  the  other  like  a  (J  tube,  each  limb 
being  2  inches  in  diameter.  The  former  was  heated  in  a 
llask  of  boiling  water  and  the  other  in  a  large  beaker  of  hot 
water.  The  latter,  on  heatirjg  for  half  an  hour,  showed  the 
violet  vapour  of  iodine  in  the  air-containing  half,  and  a  faint 
brownish  vapour  in  the  air-free  one.  Tim  was  the  point  of 
the  communication.  Professor  Dewar  speculated  on  why 
this  should  be  so.  He  proved  that  it  was  not  due  to 
moisture,  nor  to  difference  in  pressure,  although  the  latter 
seemed  at  first  to  be  a  likely  explanation,  because  a  litre  of 
air  at  0°  C.  and  0  017  mm.  pressure  requires  0  2A  milligramme 
of  iodine  to  saturate  it,  and  as  the  temperature  increased, 
so  did  the  iodine.  After  considering  this  and  other  probable 
explanations  fully,  the  only  definite  conclusion  heenunciated 
was  that  the  pressure  of  one  atmosphere  is  sufficient  to  pro- 
duce a  sensible  dill'erence  of  colour  in  the  case  of  iodine- 
vapour  dill'used  in  air  and  in  a  vacuum.  He  also  pointed 
out  that  ioiine-vapour,  under  certain  conditions,  is  colour- 
less. 

The  discussion  threw  little  light  upon  the  matter.  Such 
experienced  hands  as  Dr.  T.  E  Thorpe  and  Professor  F.  D. 
Brown  (Auckland,  N,Z.)  would  not  be  dogmatic  about  it. 
Dr.  Thorpe  favoured  the  solution  theory,  and  attributed  the 
difference  in  colour  to  different  molecular  conditions  ;  and 
Professor  Brown  reminded  the  meeting  of  the  paper  com- 
municated to  the  Society  several  years  ago  on  the  different 
colours  of  the  Is  and  I3  molecules.  Mr.  Hebbebt  S. 
Elwohthy  recalled  a  Bombay  experience  which  favoured  the 
solution  theory.  Then  Dr.  M.  O  Forsteb,  Mr.  Travebs, 
and  Mr.  L.  M.  Jones  rose  to  the  occasion  and  suggested 
lines  of  experiment  which  would  solve  the  problem,  one 
being  to  estimate  the  amount  of  iodine  in  the  vapour  !  Pro- 
fessor Dewar  listened  to  all  that  the  speakers  had  to  say, 
but  he  amused  the  meeting  by  suggesting  to  the  young  men 
that  they  should  follow  up  what  he  had  shown  them.  He 
was  simply  showing  a  pretty  experiment. 

Election  of  Fellows. 

Professor  Dewar  then  returned  to  the  chair  to  declare 
the  result  of  the  ballot.  Everyone  proposed  was  elected. 
Amongst  them  were — 

Mr.  W.  S.  Crouch,  pharmaceutical  chemist  and  manager  to  the 
Colombo  Apothecaries'  Company,  Ceylon. 

Mr.  Edward  .Gardner,  chemist  to  Messrs.  Johnson,  Matthey  it 
Co.,  Hatton  Garden. 

Mr.  A.  G.  Hendry,  pharmaceutical  chemist  and  laboratory- 
manager  to  Messrs.  Lorimer  &  Co.,  Britannia  Row,  N. 

Mr.  Thomas  Hill-Jones,  manufacturing  chemist,  Eagle  Wharf 
Road,  London. 

Mr.  T.  A.  Nightscales,  assistant  laboratory-manager  to  Messrs. 
Allison,  Johnson  &  Foster  (Limited),  Hull. 

Mr.  J.  A.  Ray,  B.A.,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  15  Nassau  Street, 
Dublin. 

Mr.  A.  Walton,  of  Walton,  Jackson  &  Co.,  Globa  Ch3mical- 
works,  Broughton. 

Mr.  C.  R.  Carroll,  surgeon  and  chemical  analyst  to  the  Govern- 
ment of  his  Highness  the  Nizam  of  Hyderabad. 

This  concluded  the  business  of  the  evening. 


Society  of  Chemical  Industry. 

A  meeting  of  the  London  Section  was  held  on  December  5, 
at  Burlington  House,  Piccadilly,  W.  Mr.  Boverton  Redwood 
was  in  the  chair.  Colonel  W.  J.  Engledue,  Chairman  of  the 
Commercial  Ozone  Syndicate,  read  a  paper  on 

Ozone  and  its  Commercial  Applications. 

He  said  he  did  not  profess  to  have  a  deep  knowledge  of 
chemistry  and  electricity,  but  trusted  that  his  communica- 
tion, giving  the  results  of  practical  experience,  wou'd  be 
acceptable  to  the  members.  At  the  works  of  the  Ozone 
Syndicate  the  Yarnold  ozoniser  was  the  apparatus  used  for 
producing  the  czonised  air.  In  this  ozoniser,  dried  air  is 
forced   between  parallel  corruzated-glass  plates    in  the 
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presence  of  an  electric  current,  a  maximum  yield  of  175 
grammes  of  ozonised  air  per  electric  horse  power  hour 
resulting.  The  lecturer  then  indicated  those  commercial 
applications  in  which  ozone  had  been  employed  with 
success.  The  first  was  the  process  of  cleaning  foul  beer- 
casks,  technically  known  as  "  stinkers."  Stinkeis  are  caused 
by  a  fungus  which  sinks  deep  in  the  wood  of  the  beer-cask, 
and  cannot  be  dislodged  by  any  ordinary  means.  The  casks 
are  alternately  steamed  and  ozonised,  a  plant  costing  500/. 
being  capable  of  cleaning  thirty  "  stinkers  "  a  day.  The 
importance  of  the  process  to  the  brewing-industry  may  be 
estimated  when  it  is  borne  in  mind  that  there  are  35  000,000 
barrels  of  beer  brewed  in  Great  Britain  yearly,  and  in  Burton 
alone  100,000/.  is  said  to  be  sunk  in  "stinkers." 

Ozore  is  used  in  the  refining  and  bleaching  of  linseed  and 
palm  oil.  Dr.  Lewkowitsch  bad  investigated  the  process 
and  found  it  distinctly  valuable,  and  possessed  of  many 
advantages  over  the  older  prccesses.  The  process  for 
linseed  oil  consists  in  passing  dried  ozonised  air  through 
warm  linseed  oil  for  two  or  three  hours,  the  resulting  product 
being  of  a  lighter  colour  than  is  the  oil  produced  by  the  old 
refining  process  in  which  heat  is  used.  A  ton  of  oil  requires 
11,000  cubic  feet  of  ozonised  air,  the  cost  of  that  quantity 
being  Is.  Id.,  and  this  with  the  necessary  labour  brings  the 
cost  of  refining  a  ton  of  linseed  oil  to  7s.  To  bleach  palm  oil, 
ozone  is  passed  through  melted  oil  for  three  or  four  hours. 
The  darkest  Benin  oil  was  by  this  process  rendered  per- 
fectly white  and  its  value  enhanced  by  21.  or  3/.  a  ton.  The 
odour  of  the  bleached  oil  produced  by  ozone  is  sweeter  than 
that  of  oil  after  the  chlorine  bleachicg-process.  Ozone 
is  also  used  for  preparing  siccative  oils,  which  possess 
drying- properties  in  proportion  to  the  length  of  time  they 
are  subjected  to  its  influence.  It  is  used  also  for  makiDg 
"  blown "  oils  for  lubricating- purposes  from  rape  and 
cottonseed  oil,  and  for  oxidised  oil,  a  solid  oil  used  in  the 
manufacture  of  linoleum.  For  seasoning  linoleum  czonised 
air  has  proved  quicker  than  ordinary  air. 

Experimental  work  is  being  done  in  bleaching  yarn. 
Ozone  has  been  used  for  some  years  in  a  Silesian  factory, 
but  only  as  supplementary  to  the  chlorine  bleach.  The 
results  of  the  experimental  workings  with  ozone  alone  are 
considered  to  augur  well  for  its  commercial  success  in  the 
near  future.  Dark-brown  sugar  has  been  satisfactorily 
bleached  by  ozone  on  a  laboratory  scale.  Sewage  can  be 
deodorised  by  the  same  agent  in  a  few  minutes,  but  ozone 
is  not  commercially  applicable  to  this  purpose  on  account  of 
expense. 

Mr.  Read  thought  some  of  the  properties  of  ozone  were 
due  to  the  oxidisation-products  of  nitrogen  present  in 
ozonised  air.  Ozone  was  used,  he  said,  in  France  for  ageing 
brandy  and,  in  camera,  for  purifying  coffee.  In  coffee  it 
appears  there  are  often  present  unripe  berries,  which  decay 
and  give  a  bad  taste  to  the  article.  By  passing  ozone  over 
the  crushed  berries,  all  bad  flavour  is  neutralised.  Mr. 
Read  also  called  attention  to  the  intensely  active  state  of  the 
white  vapours  given  off  from  turpentine  when  ozone  was 
being  passed  into  it,  which  made  turpentine  a  very  excellent 
carrier  for  ozone.  For  bleaching  starch  it  is  found  that 
ozone  oxidises  the  colour  impurities  with  great  rapidity. 
Rancid  butter  can,  by  the  agency  of  ozone,  be  made  as 
palatable  as  fresh  butter.  Eggs  which  were  in  the  state 
known  as  "shoppy"  eat  like  fresh  ones  after  subjecting  them 
to  an  atmosphere  of  czone.  Vegetable  parasites,  such  as  blight, 
are  killed  in  a  few  seconds  by  ozone,  while  the  plant  itself 
is  only  slightly  affected. 

Dr.  Rideal  reckoned  that,  as  2  lbs.  of  ozonised  air  cost 
17d.,  and  only  half  of  it  was  pure  czone,  it  was  a  dear  oxidis- 
ing-agent. 

Mr.  Otto  Hehxer  also  said  it  was  not  commercially 
valuable  for  making  oxidised  oil,  as  to  turn  a  ton  of  linseed 
oil  into  jelly  it  required  a  fifth  of  a  ton  of  ozone,  the  cost 
of  which  would  be  prohibitive. 

Mr.  Hurst  said  ozone  was  a  very  valuable  article  in 
dealing  with  oils — his  special  department.  With  ozone  it 
was  possible  to  bring  about  definite  results,  whereas  in  such 
processes  as  the  bichromate  and  acid  one  the  results  were 
irregular. 

Another  speaker  said  that  if  the  ozone-bleached  sugar 
turned  out  anything  like  a  success  there  was  an  enormous 
field  for  it  in  India,  where  the  natives  object  to  use  sagar 
bleached  by  animal  charcoal.    He  also  asked  if  the  bac- 


tericidal qualities  of  ozone  were  so  marked  as  to  permit  its 
use  for  disinfecting  plague-houses  in  place  of  the  liquid 
chlorine  which  he  (the  speaker)  had  used  duriDg  the  plague- 
outbreak.  Ozone  was  also  used,  it  was  elicited,  for  seasoning 
wood,  and  kills  microbes  in  three  seconds. 


Maxchhstkie  Section. 
At  the  meeting  held  at  the  Victoria  Hotel   on  Fiiday, 
December  2,  Dr.  J.EWKOWiTScn'submitted  a  communication 
on  the  analysis  of  tats,  in  the  course  of  which  he  explained 
that  the  old  view  of 

THE  SAPONIFICATION  OF  FATS, 

which  consisted  in  assuming  that  the  fats  were  split  up 
into  three  molecules  of  fatty  acids  and  one  molecule  of 
glycerin,  did  not  hold  gcod  in  view  of  recent  experiments, 
but  that  the  breaking  up  of  fat  molecules  was  a  gradual 

one. 

In  discussing  a  paper  on 

"  paint-driers," 

by  Mr.  G.  H.  Hurst,  F.C.S.,  Dr.  Lewkowitsch  said  Mr. 
Hurst  had  stated  that  the  more  drier  there  was  in  oil  the 
better  it  was.    That,  he  contended,  was  entirely  wrong.  It 
had  been  shown  in  Dr.  Weger's  papers  on  the  subject  that 
the  quantity  of  driers  was  only  beneficial  up  to  a  certain 
degree,  and  if  a  certain  amount  was  exceeded  the  oil  not 
only  became  useless,  but  even  harmful.   Absolute  statements 
as  to  the  time  of  drying  were  valueless  unless  the  conditions 
under  which  the  drying  took  place  were  stated  explicitly, 
inasmuch  as  the  temperature,  amount  of  light,  moisture  in 
the  atmosphere,  &c,  exercised  an  enormous  influence,  so 
that  an  oil  which  might  dry  in  eight  hours  on  a  clear, 
bright  day  with  plenty  of  sunshine  might  require  twenty 
hours,  or  even  more,  on  dark,  damp  days.    Manganese  was 
perhaps  a  more  useful  drier  than  lead,  but  in  practice  it  had 
been  found  that  a  drier  containing  both  lead  and  manganese 
gave  the  best  results,  and  that  the  amount  of  metal  should 
not  exceed  2  per  cent.    Other  metals,  such  as  zicc,  iron, 
and  copper,  were  useless  as  driers,  and  the  same  remark 
applied  in  a  higher  degree  to  lime-salts.    It  was  known 
that  calcium  resinate  added  to  a  drier  gave  gloss  and  hardness 
to  the  coat.    As  to  the  amount  of  metal  in  the  drier  only 
that  part  was  useful  which  was  in  solution  as  a  linoleate, 
&c. ;  the  part  kept  in  suspension  was  of  no  use  whatever 
for  drying-purposes. 

Dr  Tlrey  said  that  Mr.  Hurst  had  stated  that  several 
other  things  besides  metallic  driers  had  been  used,  but  had 
not  been  referred  to.  Sulphate  of  lime  was  used  by  several 
paint-manufacturers. 

Dr.  Kleemann  said  if  Mr.  Hurst  increased  the  amount  of 
driers,  he  would  not  only  do  no  good,  but  a  great  deal  of 
harm,  and  the  varnish-manufacturers  would  bear  out  what 
he  said  that  they  must  not  be  put  in  to  any  extent. 

Dr.  Knesht  said  there  was  no  metal  so  active  as  a  drier 
as  cerium  oxalate. 


Nottingham  Section. 

At  a  meeting  held  at  the  Midland  Hotel,  Derby,  on  November 
30,  Mr.  L.  Abchbutt,  F.I.O.,  communicated  some  notes  on 
the  arachidic  and  lignoceric  acids  of 

EARTH  NUT  OIL 

and  their  estimation.  Details  were  given  of  Rerjard's  process, 
with  the  modifications  and  precautions  used  by  the  author 
to  ensure  accurate  resu'its  and  more  rapid  working.  The 
results  were  compared  by  variously  using  1,  2  and  4  grammes 
of  lead  acetate  with  10  grammes  of  the  oil  containing  5  per 
cent,  of  mixed  arachidic  and  lignoceric  acids.  The  average 
results  did  cot  greatly  vary,  but  the  anlhor  was  led  to  con- 
clude that,  by  usir  g  Tortelli's  process,  in  which  an  excels  of 
lead  acetate  is  emplcyed,  low  results  are  obtained.  From  an 
elaborate  series  of  analyses  Messrs.  Tortelli  and  Buggeri 
had  prepared  a  table  of  corrections  giving  the  factors  to 
be  added  to  the  weight  of  fatty  acids  obtained  by  Renard's 
process,  in  accordance  with  the  weight  aitaally  got  and 
the  temperature  of  the  alcohol  used  for  crystallisation  and 
washing.    Mr.  Archbutt  gave  the  results  of  experiment* 
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confirming  the  general  accuracy  of  this  tible,  and  showing 
that  the  correction  originally  given  by  Renard  is  too  low. 
From  the  mean  molecular  weight  of  the  mixed  arachidic  and 
lignoceric  acids  obtained  from  earthnut  oil  by  Regard's  pro- 
cess, it  was  concluded  that  about  75  per  cent,  consisted  of 
lignoceric  acid  and  about  25  per  cent,  of  arachidic  acid. 

An  interesting  discussion  followed,  in  the  course  of  which 
Mr.  Archbutt  stated  that  he  could  not  explain  why  the 
solubility  coefficient  should  vary  with  the  weight  of  acids, 
except  on  the  ground  that  the  substance  was  a  mixture  of 
two  acids  of  differeut  solubilities  existing  in  different  pro- 
portions, and  that  the  solubility  seemed  to  depend  upon  the 
mass  of  alcohol  relative  to  the  total  mass  of  acids. 

Other  points  in  the  paper  were  explained,  and  in  reply  to 
other  questions  the  author  stated  that  earthnut  oil  is  used 
for  cooking  and  for  aduUerating  olive  oil.  The  best 
quality  is  very  much  like  olive  oil  and  not  easily  dis- 
tinguished from  it  except  fcy  the  tests  described,  and  by  its 
having  a  rather  higher  iodine  value  than  olive  oil.  The  con- 
stants, including  the  sp.  gr.,  of  earthnut  oil  and  olive  oil 
are  very  nearly  the  same.  There  are,  he  believes,  several 
kinds  of  earthnut  oil.  It  is  however  remarkable  that  the 
percentage  of  the  sparingly  soluble  fatty  acids  present  is 
very  constant.  So  far  as  is  known  these  acids  (arachidic 
and  lignoceric)  only  occur  in  earthnut  oil,  in  rape  oil,  and  in 
oil  of  mustard.    They  are  easily  saponifiable. 


Midland  Pharmaceutical  Association. 

There  was  a  large  muster  of  members  and  friends  of  this 
Association  on  December  1  when  Mr.  Hall  Edwards,  L.R.C.P., 
F  R.P.S.,  surgical  radiographer  to  the  Birmingham  General 
Hospital,  lectured  on  the  subject  of  the  practical  app'ication 
of  the  Rontgen  rays.  Mr.  J".  Poole  (President)  was  in  the 
chair.  Mr.  Hall  Edwards,  whose  remarks  were  illustrated 
by  practical  demonstrations,  diagrams,  lantern-slides,  and  ap- 
paratus, first  compared  the  earlier  methods  adopted  with  those 
of  the  present  day.  The  "  x  rays,"  he  said,  ranked  among  the 
greatest  discoveries  of  the  century.  Their  practical  applica- 
tion was  being  daily  extended,  and  the  full  scope  of  their 
usefulness  could  not  yet  be  measured.  The  value  of  surgical 
radiography  on  the  field  of  battle  was  only  second  in 
importance  to  the  introduction  of  antiseptic  precautions. 
After  a  battle,  he  said,  far  more  men  were  killed  by  the 
search  for  bullets  with  bacteria-laden  probes  than  would  die 
if  all  the  bullets  were  left  undisturbed.  A  radiograph  of  a 
hand  was  developed  before  the  audience,  and  a  large  number 
of  lantern-slides,  illustrating  the  various  applications  of 
surgery,  &c.,were  exhibited  by  means  of  the  electric  optical 
lantern.  Mr.  Hall  Edwards  showed  his  localising-apparatus, 
and  spoke  of  the  value  of  stereoscopic  a;-ray  pictures.  He 
made  some  remarks  upon  the  therapeutic  effects  of  the  x  rays 
in  some  serious  forms  of  skin-disease,  but  he  was  not  in  a 
position  to  go  deeply  into  the  question,  as  his  experiments 
were  not  yet  finished. 


Manchester  Pharmaceutical  Association. 

Prize  Competition. 
The  Council  of  the  Manchester  Pharmaceutical  Association 
offers  for  competition  among  the  apprentices  and  assistants 
of  Manchester  two  prizes  of  21s.  each,  given  respectively  by 
Mr.  G.  8.  Woolley  (the  President  of  the  Association)  and  Mr. 
J.  Rymer  Young,  and  two  prizes  of  10s.  6(2.  each  by  the 
Association.  Two  examinations  will  be  held,  one  for  appren- 
tices and  assistants  under  21  years  of  age,  and  one  for 
assistants  over  21  who  have  not  passed  the  Minor  examina- 
tion. In  both  examinations  prizes  of  one  guinea  and  half  a 
guinea,  to  be  expended  in  books,  will  be  awarded.  The 
examinations  are  to  be  held  in  the  first  week  in  March  next, 
and  will  be  open  to  all  apprentices  and  assistants  whose 
employers  are  members  of  the  Manchester  Pharmaceutical 
Association,  or  who  are  themselves  subscribers  to  the  Asso- 
ciation and  in  the  employment  of  pharmacists  practising  in 
the  district.  Successful  candidates  in  former  competitions 
will  not  be  eligible  to  compete  again  in  the  same  division. 
The  examinations  will  consist  of  written  papers  upon  the 
following  subjects: — Junior, Division  :  Elementary  chemistry, 
embracing  the  chief  characters  of  the  metals  and  non-metals 
and  their  salts,  the  commoner  compounds  of  carbon,  and  the 


principal  laws  of  chemistry;  elementary  botany,  including 
morphology  and  the  chief  facts  in  vegetable  physiology ; 
pharmaceutical  Latin — the  translation  of  prescriptions  and 
excerpts  from  Pharmacopoeias  ;  the  metric  system  of  weights 
and  measures  :  and  an  essay  of  about  250  words  upon  a 
selected  popular  topic.  The  Senior  Division  comprises  the 
translation  of  Latin  and  English  prescriptions  and  a  descrip- 
tion of  the  best  methods  of  dispensing  them  ;  pharmacy — 
the  modes  of  preparation,  characters,  and  composition  of  the 
infusions,  liquors,  and  syrups  of  the  British  Pharmacopoeia, 
1898  ;  posology — the  doses  of  the  poisons  scheduled  in  the 
Pharmacy  Act,  1838,  and  of  their  official  preparations. 

Company  Trading. 
An  extraordinary  meeting  of  the  Association,  to  discuss 
company  trading,  was  held  in  the  absence  of  the  reporters, 
on  November  30  The  discussion  seems  to  have  followed  the 
usual  lines,  and  diverged  into  references  to  branch  shops  and 
the  "  widow's  clause,"  both  of  which  some  members  were 
willing  to  give  up,  though  this  spirit  of  abn°gation  was  not, 
we  believe,  unanimous.  Ultimately  a  resolution  was  adopted 
urging  Parliament  to  legislate  in  the  matter  of  company 
trading. 


Newcastle=on=Tvne  Chemists'  Association. 

At  the  meeting  held  on  Wednesday  evening  of  this  week,  Mr. 
Schofield  (President)  in  the  chair,  a  paper  was  read  which 
had  been  contributed  by  Mr.  B.  S.  Proctor,  F.I.C.,  on 

The  Storage  of  Poisons. 

Mr.  Proctor  recalled  that  nearly  thirty  years  ago,  when 
this  subject  was  raised  byth»  Privy  Council  calling  upon 
the  Pharmaceutical  Council  to  formulate  regulations 
for  the  keeping  of  poisons  as  indicated  in  the  Pnarmacy 
Act  of  1868,  Mr.  J.  W.  Swan  and  himself  were  deputed 
by  the  chemists  of  Newcastle  to  attend,  along  with  chemists 
from  all  parts  of  the  country,  at  Downing  Street  to  protest 
against  the  Privy  Council  putting  a  compulsory  meaning 
upon  a  permissive  expression  in  the  Act  under  consideration. 
Before  the  Act  passed  he  had  remarked  to  Mr.  H.  B.  Brady, 
"  It  is  well  they  say  '  may,'  and  not '  must,'  for  I  do  not  think 
it  possible  to  lay  down  strict  regulations  that  could  be 
reasonably  adopted  in  all  shop3  alike."  In  London,  on  the 
occasion  referred  to,  Mr.  Swan  and  he  interviewed  certain 
members  of  Parliament,  notably  the  Right  Hon.  T.  E. 
Headlam,  a  Newcastle  representative,  and,  at  the  time,  one 
of  her  Majesty's  Ministers,  and  the  chief  pilot  of  medical 
and  pharmaceutical  Bills  in  Parliament.  Mr.  Headlam  held 
that  regulations  would  apply  to  all  the  poisons  scheduled, 
but  not  to  anything  else.  He  (Mr.  Proctor)  urged  that  each 
chemist  could  best  decide  what  was  desirable  and  workable 
in  his  own  place,  and  pointed  out  that  if  all  scheduled 
articles  had  the  danger-signal,  and  all  other  substances  were 
free  from  it,  absurdities  and  danger  would  result.  They  would 
put  the  danger-mark  on  tr.  camphor,  co ,  and  not  on  tincture 
of  stramonium.  Extract  of  poppies  would  be  marked  dan- 
gerous, and  extract  of  Calabar  safe.  Mr.  Headlam  agreed 
that  such  a  result  would  be  undesirable,  and  he  was  prepared 
to  support,  if  need  be,  the  protest  against  hard-and-fast  regu- 
lations. At  the  Privy  Council  Office  the  sufficiency  of  educa- 
tion as  a  safeguard  was  urged  by  Mr.  Schachtand  supported 
by  others.  After  hearing  the  chemists,  Mr.  Forster  (Vice- 
President  of  the  Council)  admi'ted  that  he  could  not  compel 
them  to  read  "  may"  into  "must."  So  the  matter  dropped, 
and  the  Pharmaceutical  Council,  feeling  that  there  was  a 
tacit  understanding  that  regulations  should  be  drawn  up, 
proceeded  to  formulate  and  publish  such  as  recommendations 
to  the  trade:  and  these,  after  discussion  by  th6  general 
meeting  of  the  Society  held  on  May  17,  1871,  were  agreed 
to,  and  are  printed  in  the  Society's  Calendar. 

After  these  jears  of  discussion  and  consideration  what 
chance  is  there  that  we  shall  agree  upon  anything  better 
than  is  there  set  out  ?  The  whole  procedure  was  an  example 
of  legislation  in  a  panic  and  the  folly  of  it.  A  druggist's 
porter  by  mistake  sold  7  lbs.  of  arsenic  instead  of  plaster  of 
Paris,  to  be  used  for  adulterating  cheap  sweets  These  were 
sold  in  the  streets,  and  poisoned  people  by  scores.  The 
arsenic  and  plaster  of  Paris' were  in  casks  without  any  labels, 
and  stood  near  together  in  the  cellar.  The  sentiment  of 
Parliament  and  of  the  public  was,  "  These  dreadful  drug- 
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gists  !  They  ought  all  to  be  hanged."  This  was  some  time 
before  the  Downing  Strtet  meeting,  but  it  was  in  Mr. 
Forster's  mind,  for  he  quoted  the  circumstance  as  a  proof 
that  chemists  did  not  store  their  goods  in  a  safe  manner. 
We  could  only  urge  that  education  of  the  chemists  had 
not  had  time  to  do  its  work.  But  the  panic  had  not 
subsided:  druggists  and  sundriesmen  caught  the  fever,  and 
absurd  proposals  came  up  like  mushrooms.  The  skeletons 
of  the  said  mushrooms  may  be  detected  fossilised  in  a,  b, 
and  o  of  No.  2  recommendation. 

Noting  that  "  our  good  friends  Walter  Hills  and  Charles 
Symes,"  at  the  November  Council-meeting,  talk  of  getting 
the  recommendations  passed  as  "  regulations  " — thus  giving 
them  the  force  of  law — he  (the  author)  thought  it  well  to 
have  the  question  considered  before  it  should  be  submitted 
to  a  general  meeting  of  the  Society.  It  might  be  an  easy 
thing  to  get  unworkable  regulations  passed  by  the  Privy 
Council,  but  when  their  inconvenience  was  discovered  it 
might  be  very  difficult  to  get  them  deleted. 

Mr.  Proctor  then  went  on  to  explain  the  system  of  labels 
he  at  that  time  adopted  to  attach  to  various  articles,  statirg 
the  usual  adult  dose  ;  red  paper  for  dangerous  poisons  in 
Partlof  Schedule  A, or  such  as  ought  to  be  there;  green  paper 
for  those  in  Part  2  of  the  schedule  ;  and  white  for  drugs  not 
scheduled  and  not  essentially  dangerous.  Thus  strychnine 
would  be  labelled  on  red  paper  : — 

Usual  adult  dose : 

u'u  t°  A  Sr- 

Dover's  powder,  being  a  scheduled  poison,  but  not  a  very 
potent  one,  had  the  green  dose-label,  thus  : — 

Usual  adult  dose : 
5  to  15  gr. 

and  ipecacuanha,  being  neither  a  scheduled  poison  nor  a 
dangerous  drug,  had  its  dose-label  on  white  paper,  thus  :  — 

Usual  adult  dose  : 
•  5  to  2  gr.,  or 

as  emetic  20  gr. 

The  following  was  the  set  of  propositions  he  now  sub- 
mitted for  discussion  and  consideration  : — ■ 

1.  That  the  first  recommendation  (see  Calendar)  is  in  the 
opinion  of  this  meeting  acceptable  as  a  regulation. 

2.  That  the  application  of  a  poison-label  to  all  when 
stored,  which  come  under  the  legal  definition  of  a  poison 
would  render  the  poison-label  too  common,  and  thus  destroy 
its  value  as  a  caution  where  most  needed. 

3.  That  there  are  many  articles  now  coming  under  the 
legal  definition  of  poison,  which  could  not  be  conveniently 
stored  under  any  of  the  three  alternatives,  coming  into  the 
second  recommendation  in  the  Calendar. 

4.  That  some  label,  to  bs  called  the  schedule-label,  be 
defined  and  adopted  as  the  distinctive  mark  indicating  that 
the  article  thus  labelled  comes  under  the  legal  definition  of  a 
poison  according  to  the  Pharmacy  Act  of  1868,  and  that  this 
mark  be  conspicuously  placed  near  the  name  of  the  article. 


(Form  of  schedule-label  suggested 
signifying  poison  schedule,  31  &  32 
Victoria,  cap.  121.) 


5.  That  the  size  and  colour  of  the  schedule-label  be 
variable  to  suit  the  size  of  the  package  to  which  it  is  to  be 
applied,  and  the  degree  of  virulence  of  the  contents. 

6.  That  in  correspondence  with  the  dose-label  the  schedule- 
label  be  red  for  use  on  dangerous  poisons,  and  green  for 
attachment  to  substances  which  are  only  dangerous  in 
larger  doses 

7.  That  poisons  kept  packeted  ready  for  sale  be  stored  with 
a  poison- label  attached  to  each  packet  as  required  by  the  Act 
in  the  retail  sale  of  poisons.  This  to  meet  the  requirement 
of  storing  poisonous  proprietary  medicines,  disinfectants, 
vermin-killers,  weed-killers,  sheep-dip,  &c. 

8.  '1  hat  poisons,  whether  scheduled  or  not,  if  judged  by 
the  pharmacist  to  be  powerful  and  dangerous,  shall,  when 
kept  for  dispensing  cr  for  sale  in  small  quantities,  be  stored 


I  in  a  poison-cupboard  guarded  by  locking,  and  shall  have  red- 
paper  labels  attached,  besides  the  name  of  the  article,  indi- 
j  eating  its  usual  adult  dose. 

9.  That  poisons  of  a  less  dangerous  character,  in  the 
judgment  of  the  pharmacist,  whether  coming  within  the 
schedule  or  not,  shall  be  kept  in  the  dispensing-department, 
and  shall  have  a  green-paper  label  attached,  besides  the  name 
of  the  article,  indicating  its  usual  adult  dose. 

10.  It  is  suggested  that  the  red  labels  should  apply  tc 
dry  materials  the  dose  of  which  is  1  gr.  or  under,  and  to' 
liquids  the  dose  of  which  is  20  m.  or  under.  That  the  green 
labels  should  apply  to  dry  materials  the  dose  of  which  is. 
from  1  to  10  gr  ,  and  to  liquids  the  dose  of  which  is  from 
20  to  120  minims. 

Mr.  Proctor's  paper  was  read  in  his  absence  by  Mr.  G.  F. 
I  Merson.  The  paper  was  followed  by  an  animated  diecus- 
|  sion,  in  which  Messrs.  Clague,  Weddell,  Whitehead,  Ellis, 
Buckley,  Rose,  Care,  Wright,  Dakers,  Merson,  and  the/ 
President  joined.  The  feeling  of  the  meeting  was  uncom- 
promisingly hostile  to  Regulation  2  [giving  three  alternative 
systems  whereby  poisons  may  be  kept — i.e.,  either  in  bottles 
tied  over,  capped,  or  locked,  in  bottles  rendered  distinguish- 
able by  touch,  or  in  a  separate  room  or  cupboard].  It  was- 
considered  that  if  these  were  to  be  made  compulsory  regu- 
lations, they  must  be  as  simple  and  reasonable  as  possible. 
Mr.  Proctor's  labelling  scheme  was  well  spoken  of,  and  lb 
was  thought  it  would  meet  the  trouble  of  having  small  stock 
of  poisons  at,  say,  dispensing-counter  or  in  shop-rounds, 
while  the  bulk  was  kept  in  the  warehouse  or  back  shop.  It 
would  be  impossible  to  keep  all  poisons  under  lock  and  key. 
The  education  of  chemists  was  held  to  be  of  far  more  value 
as  a  safeguard  to  the  public  than  any  hard-and-fast  regula- 
tions, and  it  was  remarked  that  many  more  accidents  occur 
in  private  houses  than  through  carelessness  in  pharmacy. 
Mr.  Clacue,  however,  urged  that  if  the  opponents  of  regu- 
lations should  be  in  a  minority,  they  should  loyally  accept 
any  scheme  approved  by  the  majority.  He  submitted  the 
following  resolution,  which  Mr.  Weddell  seconded,  and 
which  was  unanirrously  carried  :  — 

That  this  meeting  of  Newcastle  and  district  chemists  is  of 
opinion  that,  if  the  Council  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  believe 
that  a  modified  measure  of  regulations  would  improve  the  position 
under  the  present  Acts  of  Parliament  and  conduce  to  the  greater- 
safety  of  the  public  and  for  future  legislation,  the  case  would  be 
met  by  promulgation  or  Part  1  of  1871  Regulations;  but  that  this 
meeting  condemns  part  2  as  unworkable,  and  suggests  Mr. 
Proctor's  labelling  scheme  as  worthy  of  the  most  careful  con- 
sideration. 


An  Association  Proposed  for  Preston. 

A  meeting  of  chemists  was  held  at  the  Old  Bull  Hotel, 
Preston,  on  December  1,  to  consider  the  advisability  of  form* 
ing  a  chemists'  association,  and  to  discuss  other  topics.  Mr. 
Arkle  (Preston)  was  voted  to  the  chair,  and  among  those 
present  were  Messrs.  Watkinson,  Livesey,  Rae,  R.  H.  Parkin- 
son, W.  Stuart,  Williamson,  and  Sharpies  (Preston),  and 
Councillor  Shorrock  (Darwen),  Mr.  GilTord  (Blackburn,  Hon. 
Secretary  North-East  Lancashire  Chemists'  Association),  and 
Mr.  Howarth  (Blackburn). 

The  Chairman  commented  upon  the  lack  of  interest  which 
chemists  exhibited  in  their  own  affairs, and  urged  that  their  only 
salvation  was  to  pull  together.  When  it  was  borne  in  mind  that 
half  of  the  Parliamentary  representatives  patronised  the  Army 
and  Navy  Stores  or  Civil  Service  Stores,  it  was  necessary  to 
present  at  Westminster  a  firm  and  solid  front.  Only  by  the 
approval  of  the  whole  trade  could  the  chemists  hope  to  gei 
a  Bill  through  Parliament. 

Councillor  Shorrock   followed  in    the    same  strain. 

'  Chemists,  he  said,  were  suffering  from  the  effects  of  that 
unfortunate  decision  in  the  House  of  Lords  when  it  was  held 
that  a  company  was  not  a  "  person  or  persons."  Since  then 
the  country  had  become  inundated  with  companies,  and 
chemists  were  now  beginning  to  feel  the  pinch.  It  was  time 
to  form  themselves  into  associations,  and  so  create  a  power 

!  which  would  influence  members  of  Parliament,  and  thus 
bring  about  those  measures  so  much  desired.    As  one  of  the 

j  representatives  who  attended  the  Federation  meeting  at 
Belfast,  he  was  astonished  to  find  that  many  associations  in 
the  country  were  absolutely  isnorant  of  the  existence  of  such 
a  body.    He  urged  upon  the  chemists  of  Preston  the  necessit/ 
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of  forming  themselves  into  an  association  or  joining  the 
North-East  Lancashire  organisation. 

Mr.  Stuart  expressed  the  opinion  that  Preston  should 
amalgamate  with  Blackburn  and  induce  the  chemists  of 
Blackpool,  Lytham,  and  Lancaster  to  join. 

Replying  to  an  inquiry  as  to  whether  Preston  could  not 
work  better  alone,  the  Chairman  said  he  was  sure  an  asso- 
ciation confined  to  the  borough  would  not  answer. 

Mr.  Williamson  :  I  thought  we  might  be  able  to  form  a 
branch  of  the  North-East  Lancashire  Association,  with  local 
representatives  on  the  committee. 

Mr.  Gipford  asked  Preston  chemists  to  disabuse  their 
minds  of  the  idea  that  because  the  deputation  had  come 
from  Blackburn  they  wanted  them  to  join  their  Association. 
The  point  was  unity,  and  it  did  not  matter  in  the  least  how 
it  was  brought  about.  What  the  legislature  intended  in 
1868  was  to  pass  a  Pharmacy  Act  which  would  regulate  the 
sale  of  poisons,  poisonous  substances,  and  medicinal 
substances,  and  if  the  spirit  of  that  A.ct  had  been  carried  out 
the  duties  of  the  pharmacist  would  have  been  widened  to  an 
unlimited  extent.  Twenty  years  ago  the  dentists  secured  an 
Act  of  Parliament,  and  to-day  dentistry  was  tacked  on  to  a 
Bill  which  the  General  Medical  Council  were  introducing  in 
regard  to  companies.  They  contended  that  the  public  were 
in  greater  need  of  the  pharmacist  than  the  dentist,  yet  to- 
day the  chemist  had  lost  what  he  gained  in  1868,  when  there 
existed  a  well-defined  body  of  men  doing  a  certain  work. 
There  was  no  such  body  of  men  to-day,  and  chemists  had  the 
privilege  of  selling,  subject  to  certain  regulations  and  always 
on  their  own  responsibility,  about  twenty  defined  substances. 
No  one  present  made  51.  sl  year  from  his  profession.  By 
improving  the  Pharmacy  Acts  they  hoped  for  better  things. 
By  an  agitation  in  this  direction  they  had  nothing  to  lose, 
but  everything  to  gain.  Competing  against  them  were 
something  like  500  large  establishments  illegally  practising 
legitimate  pharmacy.  They  needed  a  new  and  adequate 
Pharmacy  Act,  which  would  define  and  give  reasonable 
functions  to  the  parson  willing  to  fulfil  its  demands  and 
undergo  its  conditions.  There  was  room  for  the  profession 
of  pharmacy,  and  the  profession  should  consist  in  the 
handling  and  distribution  of  all  powerful  herbs,  drugs,  and 
chemicals.  It  was  the  duty  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Council 
to  draft  a  Bill,  and  it  was  unfair  for  them  to  expect  that  the 
initiative  should  emanate  from  the  rank-and-file. 

Mr.  Livesey  thought  it  desirable  that  Preston  should 
have  an  association,  but  he  was  convinced  they  could  not 
persuade  the  governing  powers  to  do  anything  for  them  as 
chemists.  If,  however,  they  could  convince  Parliament  that 
it  was  desirable  the  public  should  be  protected  against  the 
irresponsible  sale  of  poisons,  they  might  be  induced  to  do 
more. 

Mr.  Williamson  thought  the  Pharmaceutical  Council 
should  follow  the  example  of  the  General  Medical  Council, 
who  had  drafted  a  recommendation  for  submission  to  the 
House  of  Lords  in  connection  with  the  Companies  Bill. 

After  some  more  discussion  the  following  gentlemen  were 
appointed  to  consider  the  advisability  of  organising  a 
chemists'  association  for  Preston  :  Messrs.  Arkle,  Livesey, 
Stuart,  and  Williamson. 


Edinburgh  Chemists',  Assistants',  and 
Apprentices'  Association. 

The  meeting  held  on  Wednesday  last  week  was  En 
"Apprentices'  Night."  The  first  item  on  the  programme 
was 

The  Herbarium  Competition, 

which  had  resulted  in  Mr.  Ernest  James  Pike,  139  Princes 
Street,  carrying  off  the  prize  {21.  2s.)  with  a  highly  meri- 
torious  collection  of  specimens  (Mr.  J.  C.  Pottage  was  the 
donor  of  this  prize). 

Mr.  Pike  read  a  paper  on  his  "  Experiences  in  Herbarium 
collecting,"  which  was  followed  by  one  on 

Ferrous  Iodide  and  Sodium  Arsenate, 

By  D.  B.  Kidd. 

Complaint  had  been  made  that  the  following  mixture, 
dispensed  in  different  pharmacies,  was  sometimes  an  opale- 


scent mixture,  sometimes  quite  clear,  and  sometimes  clear 
but  coloured  brown  : — 

Liq.  sodii  arsenat.   ...       ...       ...    I  ,xl. 

Syr.  ferri  iodidi  ad  ...       ...       ...  5j. 

On  adding  the  solution  of  sodium  arsenate  to  freshly-  made  syrup 
of  ferrous  iodide  there  is  immediate  precipitation  of  ferrous 
arsenate,  which  makes  the  mixture  opalescent.  The  ingre- 
dients are  therefore  chemically  incompatible.  Most  whole- 
sale houses  send  out  a  liquor  ferri  iodidi  or  syrupus  ferric 
iodidi  to  which  hypophosphorous  acid  has  been  added  as  a 
preservative.  When  such  a  syrup  is  used  in  dispensing  the 
mixture  there  is  no  precipitation,  and  the  result  is  a  clear, 
colourless  mixture.  This  result  is  probably  due  to  the  fact 
that  the  free  hypophosphorous  acid  dissolves  the  ferrous 
arsenate.  But  a  curious  circumstance  is  that  the  mixture 
soon  acquires  a  brown  colour,  and  indicates  free  iodine,  and 
on  standing  a  few  days  again  becomes  colourless.  The 
coloration  may  be  due  to  oxidation  of  ferrous  iodide,  with 
formation  first  of  oxj  iodide — thus, 

2FeI2+0  =  FeiOL, 

— and  then  of  ferric  oxide  and  free  iodine,  thus — 

Fej,Ol4+02=Fe205  +  2I2. 

The  preservative  action  of  the  hypophosphorous  acid  depends 
on  a  reaction  between  free  iodine,  water,  and  hypophos- 
phorous acid,  with  production  of  phosphoric  and  hydriedic 
acids,  thus — 

«2  +  2H.-PO..J  +  4H,0  =  2H-PC-4  -t  8111. 

The  phosphoric  acid  then  seizes  the  ferric  oxide  formed  in 
the  previous  reaction,  with  formation  of  ferric  phosphate, 
thus — 

2Fe203  +  4H-PO4  =  4FeP0.|H  6H,0. 

The  ferric  phosphate  is  dissolved  by  the  rydriodic  acid 
formed  in  the  preceding  reaction,  and  thus  a  colourless 
solution  results.  The  coloration  and  subsequent  decolora- 
tion may  be  due  to  the  fact  that  the  iodine  is  liberated 
more  rapidly  than  it  is  reacted  upon,  atd  that  it  takes  a 
little  time  to  reach  the  point  of  decoloration,  but  further 
inquiry  is  needed  to  decide.  When  citric  acid  is  used  as 
the  preservative  the  mixture  is  clear,  and  there  is  no 
coloration. 

Mr.  Hill  said  the  mixture  would  probably  have  been  best 
dispensed  by  the  addition  of  a  little  citric  acid.  A  clear, 
colourless  mixture  would  have  been  sent  out  possessing  all 
the  therapeutic  properties  of  the  prescription. 

The  next  contributor  was  Mr.  George  Graikger,  who 
read  an  essay  entitled  "  Pharmacy — a  Retrospect,"  in  which 
he  contrasted  the  condition  of  pharmacy  at  the  beginning 
of  the  century  with  the  pharmacy  of  to-day.  Follcwing- 
this  came  a  note  on 

Carbolic  Ointment. 

By  George  Mack. 

Carbolic  ointment  has  not  become  popular,  probably  owing 
to  the  unsuitability  of  the  B.P.  base.  The  main  difference 
between  the  1885  and  the  1898  base  is  that  the  latter  con- 
tains a  little  glycerin,  which  acts  as  a  solvent  for  the 
carbolic  acid.  It  is  the  presence  of  this  glycerin  that  gives 
rise  to  comment.  The  new  formula  seems  to  have  been 
suggested  by  a  paper  read  before  this  Association  last 
session  in  which  the  author  recommenced  glycerin  and 
hydrous  wool-fat  in  place  of  the  paraffin-basis.  As  it  stands, 
the  preparation  is  not  really  an  ointment,  but  a  very  poor 
emulsion.  The  glycerin  readily  separates.  Instead  of  the 
paraffin-basis  he  suggested  one  like  the  U  S. P. — viz.,  yellow 
wax  and  olive  oil  (1  in  4).  This  gives  a  softer  ointment 
than  the  U.S. P.  one,  and  has  the  advantage  over  the  P.B. 
formula  in  that  all  the  ingredients  are  soluble  in  one 
another. 

I  Mr.  Wm.  Duncan  said  he  did  not  quite  agrec'as  to  the  suit- 
ability of  olive  oil  and  yellow  wax  for  the  ointment;  hydrous 
wool-fat  or  cold  cream  form  the  best  basis  for  carbolic 
ointment.  They  wanted  water  as  a  solvent  for  the  acid  so 
as  to  prevent  crystallisation.  Mr.  G.  Sinclair  agreed  with 
Mr.  Duncan.  Mr.  Henry  also  disapproved  of  the  parafnn- 
basis.  He  was  disappointed  to  find  it  retained  in  the  1898 
Pharmacopoeia.  The  presence  of  water  was  important,  and 
therefore  he  recommended  hydrous  wool-fat. 
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On  the  motion  of  the  Chairman,  a  vote  of  thanks  was 
a -corded  to  the  authors,  and  to  Mr.  J.  D.  Sinclair,  who  had 
charge  of  the  arrangements. 

Chemists'  Assistants'  Association. 

At  a  meeting  on  December  1,  Mr.  F.  W.  Gamble  (President) 
in  the  chair,  a  very  interesting  demonstration  of  Rontgen 
rays  was  given  by  Mr.  W.  Coldwell,  after  the  President 
had  practically  explained  the  Rhumkorff  coil  and  other 
apparatus.  The  lecturer  then,  by  means  of  a  fluorescent 
screen,  showed  the  movements  of  the  bones  of  the  hand  and 
wrist,  the  bones  of  the  thorax  and  the  beating  heart.  He 
also  exhibited  photographs  of  a  complete  female  figure  taken 
in  sections,  the  thorax  and  skull  being  particularly  good. 
Other  photographs  included  impacted  coins,  various  fractures 
and  deformities,  and  a  gloved  band,  showing  the  stitchings 
of  the  glove.  Mr.  Coldwell  showed  the  apparatus  he  used  in 
photographing  the  fractured  knee  of  the  Prince  of  Wales. 
The  apparatus  and  photographs  were  lent  by  Messrs.  Allen 
&  Hanburys,  Wigmore  Street,  W. 


Irish  Pharmacists'  Assistants'  Association. 

At  the  last  meeting,  on  December  2,  the  President  (Mr. 
Henry  Hunt,  M. P.S.I.)  in  the  chair,  the  principal  feature  of 
the  evening  was  a  debate  on  the  question  :  "  Should  the  ex- 
aminations and  general  management  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  of  Ireland  be  conducted  by  the  State?" 

Mr.  Jones,  in  supporting  the  affirmative  view,  argued  that 
as  the  Pharmacy  Act  and  the  Poisons  Act  had  been  passed 
by  the  Government  the  duties  of  the  pharmaceutical  chemist 
ought  to  be  controlled  by  the  State.  The  necessity  for  the 
State  control  of  pharmacy  was  great.  Laws  had  been 
framed  for  properly  carrying  on  the  business,  but  they 
were  broken  every  day  with  impunity,  and  the  Society  as  at 
present  constituted  was  powerless  to  check  the  evil.  The 
duties  of  pharmacists  were  important  to  the  health,  and,  in- 
deed, to  the  lives,  of  the  public.  Government  Departments 
existed  in  connection  with  fisheries  and  veterinarians  ;  they 
had  the  Boards  of  Trade,  Works,  Agriculture  ;  and  even  the 
criminal  and  insane  were  looked  after  by  the  Prisons  and 
Lunacy  Boards  respectively.  He  held  that  the  necessity  of  a 
board  of  pharmacy  was  as  great.  Persons  who  at  present 
defied  the  Society  would  think  well  before  they  ran  the  risk 
of  a  Government  prosecution.  Museums  would  be  started; 
there  would  be  a  college  of  pharmacy  with  a  staff  of  pro- 
fessors and  teachers ;  students  would  be  encouraged  to  excel 
by  means  of  medals  and  other  awards,  and  a  degree  in 
pharmacy  would  sooner  or  later  be  possible.  Cutting  of 
prices  would  disappear,  and  a  uniform  system  of  trading 
take  its  place.  Assistants'  salaries  would  be  raised,  and  hours 
of  duty  defined. 

Mr.  O'Farrell,  who  argued  in  the  negative,  said  the 
boards  referred  to,  with  the  exception  of  the  Fishery  Board, 
did  not  represent  trade  or  commerce  ;  they  only  guarded  the 
public  welfare  in  the  abstract.  If  the  State  took  over  phar- 
macy, its  commercial  activity  would  be  destroyed  ;  salaries 
might  be  fixed,  but  they  would  scarcely  be  increased,  and  the 
■  thumbscrew  of  officialism  would  press  heavily  on  all.  No 
other  similar  profession  was,  so  far  as  he  knew,  under  the 
control  of  the  State.  They  got  on  very  well  under  existing 
conditions,  and  a  Government  which,  as  had  been  pointed 
out,  handicapped  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  in  its  efforts 
to  administer  the  law  would  be  a  very  bad  guardian  of 
pharmacists  in  general.  He  condemned  strongly  the  action 
of  the  authorities  in  reducing  fines  imposed  for  illegal  trad- 
ing. The  Society  received  no  encouragement  to  do  its  duty, 
and  the  perseverance  of  the  Council  in  trying  to  safeguard 
its  licentiates'  interests  was  all  the  more  commendable.  In 
his  opinion  it  was  better  to  bear  with  present  ills  than  to 
ri-k  unknown  ones. 

Mr.  Hoc. an  argued  in  the  affirmative.  He  contrasted  the 
Slate-aided  pharmacy  of  Germany  with  that  in  the  United 
Kingdom,  to  the  disadvantage  of  the  latter. 

Mr  Williams  thought  a  Government  monopoly  would 
kill  pharmacy  with  red  tape.  A  few  would  get  all  the 
plums.  It  was  folly  to  suppose  that  the  State  would  protect 
the  general  output  of  the  pharmacist.  Did  they  suppose  the 
Government  would  countenance  the  sale  of  Blanks  corn- 
cure  ? 


The  debate  was  carried  on  by  other  members,  and  t  he  Phk- 
sident,  in  summing-up  the  arguments,  exprc-ii-ed  himself 
in  favour  of  State-aided  pharmacy,  which  would  aboli.-h 
price-cutting  and  ensure  greater  safety  for  the  public. 

On  a  poll  being  taken,  it  was  found  that  the  voting  on 
the  question  was  equal,  and  by  the  casting-vote  of  the 
President  it  was  held  that  the  examination*  and  general 
management  of  the  Society  should  be  conducted  by  the 
State. 


Liverpool  Pharmaceutical  Students'  Society. 

A  meeting  was  held  on  Thursday,  December  1,  Mr.  Harold 
Wyatt,  jun.  (Vice-President),  in  the  chair. 
Mr.  T.  S.  Wokes,  Ph.C,  read  a  paper  on 

Some  Dispensing  Pbohlems, 

in  the  course  of  which  he  pointed  out  the  conditions 
under  which  accurate  and  elegant  dispensing  can  only  be 
obtained.  In  referring  to  the  habit  of  some  chemists  to 
change  the  style  of  their  bottles  and  labels  almost  every  time 
they  get  new  stock.  For  mixtures  and  internal  medicines 
his  recommendation  was,  use  plain  dispensing  bottles.  For 
simple  washes,  gargles,  fee,  actinic  bottles ;  and  for  lini- 
ments, lotions,  and  poisonous  applications,  ribbed  fluted 
poison-bottles.  He  then  gave  some  hints  regarding  labelling, 
and  took  up  the  various  forms  of  medicines — r<j.,  supposi- 
tories, pessaries,  and  mixtures — also  discussed  the  giving  of 
copies  of  prescriptions  and  similar  topics.  He  then  sub- 
mitted the  following  prescriptions  : — 

Liq.  amnion,  acct.  ...  T)vj. 

Spt.  icther.  nit.  ... 

Spt.  camphorte  ...  5'j- 

Aq.  chlorof.  ad  ...  Jvj. 

M. 


5j. 

gr.  36 

?>ss. 

Svj. 


Salioini 
Pot.  chlor. 
Syr.  limonis  ... 
Inf.  quassia1  ad 

M. 

On  mixing  the  salicin  with 
the  infusion  it  does  not  readily 
dissolve,  but  on  adding  the 
syrup  the  salicin  goes  into 
solution  at  once. 

Pot.  citratis   $9. 

Spt.  chlorof   5ij. 

Aqua?  ad    5v"j- 

M. 

In  this  mixture  the  chloro- 
form was  thrown  out  of  solu- 
tion, necessitating  the  use  of 
a  "  shake  the  bottle  "  label. 

Amnion,  chlor.  ...  ?)ij. 

Lithiae  carb.  ...  ...  5j- 

Liq.  bismuthi  ...  oj- 

Spt.  a;ther.  nit.  ...  5ss. 

Aq.  chloroform,  ad  Jviij. 

Ft.  mist. 
The  powders  were  mixed 
with  the  water,  and  on  adding 
the  spt.  a;theris  nit.  they 
appeared  to  dissolve,  but  on 
the  addition  of  the  liq.  bis- 
muth, a  precipitate  was  formed. 


5ij- 


OVj. 


Lanolin,  anhydros.  ... 
Adipis  benzoat. 
Liq.  plumbi  subacet. 

dil  

M. 

Made  by  running  the  melted 
fats  into  a  warm  bottle,  adding 
the  liq.  plumbi,  and  shaking 
until  cold. 


Ung.  zinci  ox.  benz.  ...  3j. 

Aq.  calcis       ...       ...  5'j- 

Ft.  ung. 

Made  in  a  similar  manner  to 
the  last  prescription. 

Mr.  Harold  Wyatt,  jun.,  opened  the  discussion,  taking 
the  series  of  prescriptions  and  briefly  giving  what  explana- 
tion he  could  on  the  decomp:sitions  therein  occurring.  In 


Some  of  the  camphor  was 
thrown  out  of  solution.  The 
difficulty  was  overcome  by 
using  camphor-water,  and  add- 
ing 5U-  spt-  cldorof.  to  replace 
the  aq.  chlorof. 

Ferri  et  quin.  cit.     ...  3ij. 

Liq.  ammon.  acct.    ...  3iss. 

Syr.  aurantii  ...       ...  5iij. 

Aq.  pur.  ad    3vj. 

M. 

A  precipitate  was  formed, 
due,  no  doubt,  to  the  liq.  amm. 
acet.  being  slightly  alkaline. 

Sodii  biboratis  ...  5j. 
Alum,  sulph.  ...       ...  5j- 

Glycerin,  opt  

Aq.  rosa?  ad   Sviij. 

M. 

A  cloudy  precipitate  was 
formed,  due  to  decomposition 
between  the  alum  and  borax. 

Pepsini  porci  ...  gr.  80 

Ac.  hydrochl.  dil.      ...  in.80 

Liq.  strychninaj        ...  ni80 

Tr.  aurantii    5ij. 

Tr.  zingib.      ...       ...  5j- 

Spt.  chlorof   5j- 

Aqua;  ad    Sviij. 

M. 

The  pepsin  was  lightly 
rubbed  up  in  the  mortar  along 
with  the  acid,  hydrochlor. 
and  a  little  water,  and  appar- 
ently was  satisfactory ;  but  on 
adding  the  other  ingredients 
some  of  the  pepsin  separated 
out  in  clots.  The  difficulty  was 
overcome  by  straining  out  the 
clots  through  fine  muslin  and 
rubbing  them  up  in  the  mortar 
again  with  a  little  of  the  fluid. 
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No.  3  mixture  the  chloride  of  ammon.  and  lithia  carbonate 
would  not  only  throw  out  part  of  the  chloroform  from  the 
chloroform-water,  but  would  together  scarcely  make  a  clear 
solution,  owing  to  the  slow  solubility  of  the  lithium  salt. 
The  spirit  of  nitre  caused,  by  its  acidity,  the  undissolved 
traces  of  the  lithium  carbonate  to  be  taken  up,  and,  by  its 
alcohol,  the  re-solution  of  the  precipitated  chloroform.  The 
white  precipitate  on  the  final  addition  of  the  liq.  bismuth. 
wa3  due  to  bismuth  subcarbonate  thrown  down  by  the 
lithium  carbonate,  which  in  so  doing  only  followed  the 
example  of  other  carbonates  of  the  alkali  group.  The  use 
of  §v,  chloroform-water  instead  of  the  spt.  chlorof.  in  No.  6 
would  prevent  the  throwing  down  of  the  chloroform  com- 
plained of.  With  regard  to  No.  1,  salicin,  being  a  glucoside, 
would  be  assisted  into  solution  by  the  acidity  of  the  syr. 
limonis.  In  the  last  prescription  the  pepsin  porci  would  be 
better  replaced  by  a  soluble  pepsin  if  the  prescriber  would 
permit  it.  Such  mixtures  as  "potions"  were  common  in 
France,  where  a  form  of  pepsin  unknown  to  English  phar- 
macy, called  "  Pepsine  extraction,"'  was  used.  It  was  in  the 
form  of  a  soft  extract,  rather  malodorous,  but  easily  rubbed 
smooth  and  diffusible  in  water.  The  "pep^ine  en  paillettes," 
or  scale-pepsin,  was  preferred,  owing  to  its  freedom  from 
smell  and  its  giving  a  clear  solution.  The  decomposition 
taking  place  in  No.  8  was  a  case  of  double  metathesis  be- 
tween the  borax  and  the  alum — an  acid  salt  with  the  pro- 
duction of  sodium  sulphate  and  gelatinous  alum  borate.  In 
the  quinine  mixture  the  alkaline  liq.  ammon.  acet.  pre- 
cipitated quinine  hydrate  or  carbonate,  which  the  addition  of 
a  little  acetic  acid  would  remedy.  [We  fancy  this  precipi- 
tate is  quinine  acetate. — Ed  ]  Giving  copies  of  rjrescriptions 
was  bad  policy  on  the  chemist's  part.  In  his  opinion  it 
was  better  to  lose  one  customer,  even  if  a  good  one,  than  to 
do  the  medical  profession  an  injustice. 

Mr.  R.  R.  Pratt,  in  seconding  the  vote  of  thanks,  said  he 
was  surprised  at  Mr.  Wokes's  experience  with  the  pepsin,  as 
he  was  under  the  impression  that  the  B  P.  kind  was  soluble 
He  strongly  supported  the  policy  of  not  giving  copies  of 
prescriptions. 

Mr.  A.  H.  Morgan  then  read  a  paper  on 

Suppositories,  and  how  to  Make  them. 

He  briefly  sketched  the  history  and  development  of 
suppositories.  He  considered  the  glycerin  and  gelatin 
better  than  cocoa-butter  for  a  large  quantity  of  soluble 
salts,  such  as  pot.  brom.  and  quininie  bisulph. ;  but 
it  must  not  forgotten  that  glycerin  acts  as  an  aperient,  and 
could  not  always  be  used,  but  with  a  greater  percentage  of 
water  and  less  glycerin  it  had  not  this  objection.  For 
bougies  a  basis  having  a  certain  suppleness,  and  softening  at 
the  body  temperature,  is  to  be  preferred  to  one  that  under- 
goes complete  liquefaction,  since  the  medication  is  retained 
in  contact  with  the  urethal  mucous  membrane  for  a  suffi- 
cient length  of  time  to  allow  it  to  produce  its  full  effect, 
and  is  not  discharged  until  micturition  is  attempted.  A 
basis  answering  these  requirements  has  been  lately  devised 
by  a  French  chemist,  and,  according  to  the  Bulletin  of  the 
Bordeaux  Society  of  Pharmacists,  has  been  used  in  several 
French  hospitals  with  great  success.  It  consists  of  cocoa- 
butter  2,  lanolin  1,  white  wax  1,  melted  together  and  pre- 
served for  use.  The  author  then  referred  to  the  apparatus 
required  for  making  suppositories,  and  described  how  they 
should  be  made,  and  followed  this  up  with  some  hints  on 
individual  cases.    The  more  important  of  the  latter  we  give. 

A  mixture  of  hcematoxylin  and  tannic  acid  in  suppositories 
generally  gives  some  trouble.  First,  finely  powder  the 
hcematoxylin,  then  add  the  tannic  acid,  and  rub  well  to- 
gether. Cool  the  base  just  to  settiEg-point — i.e.,  when  it  is 
nearly  as  stiff  as  vaseline — and  rub  it  in  a  mortar  well  with 
the  powdered  drugs.  Liquefy  very  cautiously  over  a  water- 
bath.  Should  this  method  not  answer,  the  best  way  would 
be  to  mass  the  powders  with  the  required  quantity  of  ol. 
theobrom.  grated  by  passing  through  a  nutmeg  or  similar 
grater,  and  then  pressing  into  the  moulds. 

In  making  suppositories  containing  boric  acid,  take  care 
to  well  lubricate  the  mould.  Boiic  acid  has  the  effect  of 
making  the  mass  crumbly,  and  the  suppositories  are,  there- 
fore, liable  to  split  when  released  from  the  mould.  A 
capital  lubricant  is  made  by  dissolving  2  oz.  of  soft  soap  in  a 
pint  of  water... 

A  suppository  containing  a  mixture  of  chloral  hydrate  and 


ext.  cannabis  indicac  has  been  suggested  as  btiug  very  diffi- 
cult if  not  impossible  to  make.  After  some  time  lie  hit 
upon  the  following  method,  which  may  be  used  for  any 
drugs  difficult  to  mix  with  ol.  theobrom.  Melt  cocoa-butter 
by  heating  to  a  temperature  of  100°  to  105°  F.,  or  even 
a  little  higher.  Meantime,  lubricate  the  mould  and  make  it 
as  cold  as  possible  by  placing  it  upon  ice  or,  in  its  absence, 
a  mixture  of  ammon.  chlor.,pot.  nit.,  and  water.  When  quite 
cold,  fill  with  the  hot  cocoa  butter,  and  let  stand  for  thirty 
to  sixty  seconds,  according  to  the  coolness  of  the  mould. 
The  cocoa-butter  in  contact  with  the  mould  will  then  be 
quite  hard,  while  the  interior  will  be  quite  fluid.  Now 
invert  the  mould,  and  the  still  fluid  portion  will  run  away, 
leaving  hollow  suppositories.  Level  them  off  at  the  top  with 
a  palette-knife,  and  then  place  the  required  quantity  of  the 
mixed  drugs  in  each.  Finally,  pour  melted  cocoa-butter,  this 
time  cooled  to  a  creamy  consistence,  over  the  whole,  and  allow 
to  set.  Scrape  away  the  surplus  base,  and  remove  the  supposi- 
tories from  the  mould.  This  method  may  be  useful  in  many 
cases,  such  as  chloral  hydras,  chloral  and  camphor,  men- 
thol, &c. 

A  better  method  for  casting  bougies  has  lately  been  adopted 
on  the  Continent,  and  is  useful  inasmuch  as  a  mould  is  not 
needed.  The  mode  of  procedure  is  as  follows :  A  piece  of 
iron  rod  3  mm.  in  diameter  and  about  20  mm.  long  i9  fitted 
with  a  transverse  piece  at  one  end  to  serve  as  a  handle,  so 
that  it  resembles  the  letter  T.  A  number  of  glass  tubes,  of 
such  a  diameter  that  the  rod  fits  in  them  as  a  piston,  are 
cut  into  suitable  lengths.  The  medicated  basis  is  melted  on 
the  water-bath,  and  then  aspirated  up  into  one  of  the  tubes 
by  means  of  a  piece  of  rubber  tubing  attached  previously  to 
it  in  the  same  manner  as  a  pipette.  At  the  end  of  two 
minutes,  bafore  the  ma;s  has  had  time  to  set  hard,  the  iron 
rod  is  introduced  at  one  end,  and  the  bougie  forced  out.  In 
this  way,  with  eight  or  ten  tubes,  any  number  of  bougies 
may  be  rapidly  made. 

There  is  one  point  about  the  making  of  suppositories 
which  requires  improving.  The  fault,  however,  lies  with 
the  prescriber,  and  not  with  the  dispenser.  This  was  the 
almost  general  practice  of  prescribing  a  certain  weight  of  a 
drug  in  each  suppository,  irrespective  of  its  density,  with  so 
much  of  the  basis.  The  author  asked  dispensers  to  bear  in 
mind  that  the  amount  of  basis  should  always  be  adapted  to 
the  actual  bulk  of  the  medicament. 

Mr.  H.  Wtatt  said  that  though  many  good  things  had  come 
from  the  Continent,  he  must  refuse  to  accept  the  idea  of 
using  glass  tubes  as  bougie-moulds  as  one  of  them.  He  had 
made  these  troublesome  articles  as  long  ago  as  four  or  five 
years  by  drawiDg  up  the  mass  by  suction  into  glass  tubes, 
allowing  it  to  set  hard,  and  then,  after  slightly  warming  the 
tube,  blowing  the  hard  mass  out  in  a  solid  cylinder,  which 
was  then  cut  up  into  the  desired  lengths.  The  notion  was 
obtained  from  "The  Art  of  Dispensing"  or  The  Chemist 
and  Druggist — he  forgot  which — and  was,  like  most  ideas 
from  those  sources,  of  a  thoroughly  practical  nature,  as  he 
had  proved.  The  use  of  tinfoil  for  making  pessary- moulds  was 
not  common  nowadaysinEogland  ;  nevertheless,  it  had  advan- 
tages over  the  cold- metal  moulds  in  hot  weather.  If  the  tinfoil 
were  allowed  to  project  aboit  §  inch  or  more,  according  to 
the  weight  and  size  of  the  pessary,  above  the  surface  of  the 
melted  mass  when  poured  into  the  moulds,  they  could  then, 
if  of  cocoa-butter  or  other  grease,  be  floated  in  iced  water  and 
cooled  off  ready  for  stripping  inside  of  five  minutes.  Another 
advantage  was  that  such  pessaries  always  came  out  of  the 
mould  whole — no  small  matter— and  finally,  by  cutting  down 
to  a  given  weight  accurate  dosage  was  easily  obtainable— it 
was  not  a  question  of  volume,  as  in  the  case  of  ordinary  gun- 
metal-made  suppositories  and  pessaries,  but  of  actual  weight. 
The  "  hollow  "  suppositories  for  chloral  were  a  particularly 
happy  notion  of  Mr  Morgan's. 

Mr.  J.  Harris  Burns  mentioned  that  he  had  lately  had 
to  make  suppositories  containing  10  gr.  of  iodoform  and  6  or 
8  minims  of  balsam  of  Peru,  others  with  ferri  amm.  cit., 
a  third  lot  with  iodine  and  pot.  iod.  These  latter  went  well 
with  the  gelatin  and  glycerin  basis. 

Mr.  Morgan,  in  responding,  said  balsam  of  Peru  and  iodo- 
form were  bad,  undoubtedly,  to  get  into  a  suppository,  and 
very  little  heat  must  be  used  in  their  manipulation.  The 
ammon.  citrate  of  iron  and  iodide  and  iodine  were  the  cases 
he  had  in  his  mind  when  he  so  strongly  recommended  the 
extended  use  of  the  gelatin  and  glycerin  base. 
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Aberdeen  Junior  Chemists'  Association. 

At  a  meeting  of  this  Association,  held  on  December  2.  the 
chief  subjects  for  debate  were  "  First  Impressions  of  the 
New  B  P."  and  various  dispensing  difficulties.  The  next 
meeting  will  be  held  on  January  27,  when  Mr.  J.  0. 
Barnett  will  lecture  on  the  "  Revenge  of  the  Man  in  the 
Moon." 


The  North  =  East  Lancashire  Association. 

The  Hon.  Secretary  of  this  Association  (Mr.  R.  Lord 
Gilford)  sends  us  a  correspondence  which  has  passed  be- 
tween himself  and  Dr.  Wheatley,  who  represents  the  Black- 
burn and  District  Medical  Society.  Mr.  Gifford  wrote  asking 
for  their  assistance  in  the  endeavour  to  obtain  better  regula- 
tions for  preventing  unqualified  persons  engaging  in  the 
handling  and  distribution  of  potent  drugs,  herbs,  and 
chemicals,  and  explaining  to  him  the  position  of  companies 
in  regard  to  pharmacy.  Dr.  Wheatley  wrote  expressing  his 
personal  sympathy  with  the  movement,  and  brought  the 
correspondence  before  his  Society,  when  a  resolution  was 
passed  expressing  approval  of  the  views  set  forth,  and 
stating  that  any  attempt  at  alteration  of  the  law  in  the 
direction  indicated  will  receive  the  support  of  the  Society. 

Society  of  Public  Analysts. 

At  a  meeting  in  Burlington  House,  on  Wednesday  evening, 
Mr.  A.  H.  Allen  gave  an  illustrated  lecture  on 

The  Use  op  the  Miceo- spectroscope  and  the  Methods 
of  Detecting  Blood  in  Chemical-legal  Investi- 
gations. 

He  said  the  complex  nature  of  hemoglobin,  the  chief  con- 
stituent of  blood,  was  well  shown  by  its  formula — 

C53„H8i2  NIW0M,  S4  Fe, 

Hemoglobin  is  the  colouring- matter  of  venous  blood,  whilst 
the  scarlet  colour  of  arterial  blood  is  due  to  oxyhemoglobin. 
These  substances  are  split  up  by  acids  or  alkalies  into 
hematin  (C3.,  H3„  N ,  0 ,  Fe)  and  globin.  Mr.  Allen  exhibited 
several  experiments  with  the  absorption-spectra,  and  showed 
that  substances  which  in  themselves  have  but  little  colouring- 
matter  may  produce  very  marked  effects  on  the  spectrum.  A 
weak  solution  of  didymium  gave  a  well-defioed  black  band. 
The  absorption- spectrum  of  hood  was  then  exhibited  Some 
of  Schutzenberger's  true  sodium  hyposulphite  was  then 
added,  when  two  powerful  bands  due  to  reduced  hematin 
were  developed.  Air  was  then  blown  through  the  liquid  and 
the  hemoglobin-spectrum  reappeared.  These  reactions  are 
characteristic  of  blood.  A  diagram  was  next  thrown  on  the 
screen  showing  the  differences  in  the  spectra  of  oxyhemo- 
globin, hemoglobin,  carbonyl  hemoglobin,  and  methemo- 
globin,  hematin,  and  bemochromogen.  Carbonyl 
hsemoglobin,  which  occurs  in  the  blood  of  persons  poisoned 
by  carbon  monoxide,  was  distinguished  from  oxyhemoglobin 
by  its  permanency  ;  it  underwent  no  change  by  reducing- 
agents.  It  was,  in  the  lecturer's  opinion,  this  substance 
which  reduced  the  vitality  of  persons  living  in  towns. 
Passing  from  the  lantern-spectroscope,  Mr.  Allen  described 
and  showed  the  working  of  the  micrc-spectroscope,  which,  he 
said,  was  first  devised  and  used  by  Dr.  Solvay.  Various  little 
devices  were  exhibited,  which  add  much  to  the  prac- 
tical value  of  the  apparatus.  The  difficulty  was  to 
distinguish  between  the  blood  of  man  and  animals.  Dr. 
Copeman  had  devised  a  plan  of  obtaining  crystals  of 
hemoglobin.  There  were  differences  in  the  form  of  the 
crystals,  according  to  the  source  cf  the  blood.  That  from 
man  gave  rectangular  crystals,  the  monkey  diamond-shaped, 
&c.  The  crystals,  however,  are  by  no  means  easy  to  get. 
The  lecturer  then  touched  on  the  characters  of  blood - 
corpuscles.  The  corpuscles  vary  in  size  according  to  their 
source.  Human  corpuscles  are  the  largest,  those  from  the 
blood  of  the  dog  being  slightly  smaller,  whilst  those  from 
the  mouse,  ox,  sheep,  and  goat  are  much  smaller.  Some 
slides  were  shown  of  each  of  these  kinds,  and  their  value  as 
diagnostic-agents  fully  considered. 


Zvtibc  IRotcs. 


Messes.  Watson  it  Wates,  93  Lcadenhall  Street,  E.C . 
announce  that  t lie  wholesale  rates  for  their  Is.  lltl.  am} 
2.v.  9/t.  homeopathic  proprietaries  will  henceforth  "  be  9x. 
and  22s.  per  doz. 

We  are  asked  to  state  that  in  Messrs.  Fletcher,  Fletcher 
it  Co.'s  advertisement  in  the  new  Diaby  the  wholesale  price 
of  Vibrona  malt  is  erroneously  quoted  It  should  be  24.*. 
and  40s.  per  dozen,  and  not,  as  appears,  2%s.  and  30s. 

Messes.  Aybtox  &  Saundees's  "  penny  sachets,"  with 
chemist's  name,  address,  and  announcement  on  the  envelopes, 
seem  to  offer  an  attractive  method  of  advertisement — a 
sweetener  to  go  with  the  Christmas  bills,  as  they  suggest. 

In  referring  to  Denoual's  pastilles  last  week  (page  900). 
we  spoke  of  them  as  gelatin  pastilles  instead  of  gum  pastilles. 
They  are  made  with  a  pure  gum  basis,  and  have  no  gelatin  in 
them  except  a  small  percentags  in  the  coating-mixture. 

The  Maypole  Soap  Compaky  (Limited)  have  pur- 
chased the  soap-making  plant  and  business  of  Roger  le  Beau 
et  Cie.  (Limited),  of  Cumming  Street,  London,  and  Paris, 
successors  to  the  old-established  firm  of  Napoleon  Price  4c 
Co.  (Limited),  late  Price  it  Gosnell. 

We  understand  that,  in  consequence  of  the  letter  which 
appeared  in  our  last  week's  issue  from  Mr.  James  Miurice, 
Plymouth,  Mr.  Beecham  has  informed  some  of  the  chemists 
there  that  he  should  alter  the  character  of  his  advertise- 
ments in  the  local  papers.  We  notice  that  he  has  done  so. 
His  advertisements  now  caution  the  public  against  possible 
substitutions. 

A  beautiful  girl's  face  with  the  rosy  bloom  of  health 
upon  it  is  the  feature  of  Messrs.  Jewsbury  &  Brown's  new 
show-card  for  their  Oriental  tooth-paste.  Curiously  enough 
she  does  not  show  the  least  bit  of  ber  teeth.  Bat  the  card 
is  a  very  attractive  one,  and  Messrs.  Jewsbury  &  Brown  will 
send  one  to  any  chemist  who  sends  his  address-card  to  them 
at  7  Ardwick  Green,  North  Manchester. 

Mason's  essence  of  coffee  and  chicory  is  an  exceedingly 
good  specimen  of  this  class  of  preparation.  Its  aroma  is 
excellent,  and  it  is  free  from  the  bitterness  which  character- 
ises some  of  these  products.  The  makers  arc  Messrs. 
Newball  it  Mason,  of  Nottingham,  and  it  need  not  be  said, 
therefore,  that  it  is  cleverly  advertised.  Handbills  with 
coloured  illustrations  showing  Mason's  essence  on  a  race- 
horse "  winning  easily  "  are  very  effective. 

Holiday-closing. — We  presume  there  will  be  a  general 
closing  of  the  wholesale-houses  on  the  Monday  and  Tuesday 
after  Christmas  Day.  We  have  so  far  received  notice  of 
the  following  firms  closing :—  Messrs.  Maw,  Son  it  ThompsoD, 
Messrs.  Newbery  it  Sons,  and  the  Sanitas  Company  (Limited). 
The  first  two  firms  also  announce  that  they  will  close  on 
the  last  two  days  of  the  year  for  the  purpose  of  stock- 
taking. The  offices  of  The  Chemist  and  Deuggist  will 
be  closed  from  Fridav  night,  December  23,  until  Wednesday 
morriog,  December  28. 

Messes.  Southall  Bbothebs  it  Babclay  (Limited) 
now  put  up  a  sample  case  of  their  sanitary  towels  for  the 
use  of  chemists  who  may  wish  to  show  physicians  and 
others  the  various  sizes  supplied.  On  the  inside  of  the  lid  a 
detailed  price-list  of  the  towels  is  given.  The  latest  variety 
among  the  samples,  the  "  Blue  "  towel,  is  specially  intended 
for  accouchement- purposes.  It  is  faced  with  a  layer  of 
alembroth  wool,  and  owing  to  its  facing,  its  use,  when  ap- 
plied to  lacerated  or  abraded  surfaces,  reduces  the  risk  of 
septic  absorption.  These  boxes  of  samples  are  given  free  to 
all  bond-  fide  chemists  who  apply  for  them. 

Messes.  Johnsen  it  Ji'irgensen,  of  Bury  Court.  St. 
Mary  Axe,  send  us  copies  of  three  new  illustrated  catalogues 
of  bottles,  &C,  which  they  have  just  issued.  One  is  a 
catalogue  of  wine  and  aerated-water  bottles  and  accessories ; 
another  gives  illustrations  and  prices  of  all  kinds  of  fancy 
and  unusual  bottles  for  chemists'  use,  as  well  as  of  the  more 
ordinary  ones ;  and  the  third  describes  and  illustrate  the 
shop  bottles  and  jars  with  vitrified  labels  introduced  by 
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Messrs.  H.  Poths&  Co.,  whose  business  has  been  amalgamated 
with  that  of  Messrs.  Johnson  &  Jorgensen. 

Glycerol  op  Malt. — Price's  Patent  Candle  Company 
(Limited),  Battersea,  S.W.,  have  introduced  a  series  of 
preparations  of  which  glycerol  of  malt  is  the  basis.  The 
glycerol  is  a  combination  of  a  highly  diastasic  barley-malt 
extract  with  Price's  glycerin,  which  is  added  not  only  to 
preserve  the  extract  from  fermentative  change,  but  to  in- 
crease its  nourishing  powers.  It  has  been  proved  by  many 
physiologists  that  glycerin  has  distinct  nutritive  power,  and 
in  association  with  malt-extract  it  is  believed  to  be  as 
efficient  a  winter  remedy  for  the  strumous  as  malt  and  cod- 
liver  oil.  However,  the  manufacturers  base  the  advantages 
of  the  glycerol  chiefly  upon  the  fact  that  it  is  free  from 
any  preservative  except  Price's  glycerin,  that  this  addition 
adds  to  the  virtues  of  the  extract,  and  assists  rather  than 
impairs  digestion,  while  it  is  fluid,  keeps  excellently,  and  is 
prepared  in  various  combinations.  We  have  examined  the 
plain  glycerol,  and  find  it  to  be  a  preparation  which  will  do 
credit  to  the  chemist  to  handle.  It  is  put  up  in  plain  but 
elegant  style. 

The  illustration  annexed  shows  the  use  of  the  screw  spray- 
sprinkler  stoppers  introduced  by  Mr.  Quelch,  of  Ludgate 
Square,  E.C.,  and  mentioned  last  week.    The  object  of  the 


little  invention  is  that  it  may  be  used  on  the  spray-bottles 
when  they  have  to  be  carried  in  place  of  the  spray -tube. 
With  these  the  bottles  are  effectually  stoppered,  and  the 
stopper-case  can  be  at  once  converted  into  a  sprinkler, 

Thyroglandin  (Stanford). — When  Dr.  William  Mac- 
Lennan,  of  Glasgow,  published  his  remarkable  results  in  the 
treatment  of  obesity  with  thyroglandin,  we  briefly  referred 
to  his  paper,  and  later,  when  Mr.  E.  C.  C.  Stanford,  the  in- 
ventor of  thyroglandin,  described  its  preparation  to  the 
British  Pharmaceutical  Conference,  we  referred  to  it  more 
fully.  Mr.  Stanford  has  patented  his  process,  and  has 
transferred  the  sole  rights  of  manufacture  to  Messrs.  Evans, 
Sons  &  Co.,  of  Liverpool,  who  are  now  able  to  supply  thyro- 
glandin in  powder.  The  special  advantages  of  thyroglandin 
(Stanford)  are  lhat  it  contains  the  whole  of  the  active 
principles  of  the  thyroid  gland  in  an  unaltered  and  un- 
changeable condition.  The  powder  does  not  putiefy,  as  the 
dried  thyroid  glands  are  apt  to  do.  Dr.  MacLennan  found 
that  thyroglandin  succeeded  when  other  preparations  of  the 
thyroid  gland  had  failed,  and  he  remarked,  "  It  keeps  per- 
fectly, if  kept  thoroughly  dry,  without  deterioration.  It 
may  be  administered  in  capsule  or  in  tablets,  and  in  doses 
of  3  to  5  gr.,  which  are  equal  to  half  a  gland  of  average 
size  and  weight.  The  very  active  therapeutic  properties 
which  are  exhibited  by  thyroglandin  lead  me  to  believe  it 
is  a  preparation  of  great  value." 


Making  German  Advertisers  Honest. — The  German 
Law  Courts  continue  to  chastise  the  untruthful  advertiser. 
Eecently  a  Hamburg  tradesman  advertised  an  "  infallible 
grease-eraser."  Nine  of  his  competitors  lodged  a  complaint 
against  him,  alleging  unfair  competition,  on  the  ground  that 
his  eraser  was  not  infallible.  The  Judge  appointed  an  expert 
to  make  grease-stains  on  garments  and  other  fabrics,  and 
then  ordered  the  defendant  to  remove  these  stains  in  court 
with  his  eraser.  The  era=er  proved  unequal  to  the  task,  and 
the  advertiser  was  fined  100m.  and  costs. 


IBew  Companies  &  Company  1Rew& 


Dm/worth's  Safety-valve  Bottle  Company 
(Limited).— Capital  42,000/.,  in  1/.  shares.  Objects:  To 
acquire  British  patent  No.  10,045  of  1895,  granted  to  Henry 
C.  Dilworth,  of  East  Orange,  New  Jersey,  U.S.A.,  for  "im- 
provements in  means  for  securing  the  caps  or  stoppers  of 
fruit-jars,"  and  to  manufacture,  sell, and  deal  in  jars,  bottles, 
and  other  receptacles  used  for  fruit,  vegetables,  meat, 
sauces,  milk,  drugs,  chemicals,  &.c. 

J.  Storr  &  Co.  (Limited). — Capital  15.C0OZ ,  in  11; 
shares.  Objects:  To  carry  on  the  business  of  chemists 
druggists,  drysalters,  oil  and  colour  men,  makers  of  pro- 
prietary articles  and  patent  medicines,  drug  and  dyeware- 
grinders.  &c.  The  first  subscribers  are:— J.  I.  Smith,  gentle- 
man (3,000  shares)  ;  J.  Howard  Smith,  solicitor  (800)  ;  C.  E, 
Hamilton  Smith,  gentleman  (330)  ;  and  P.  Elwick  Brown, 
solicitor  (1)— all  of  24  Finsbury  Circus,  EC.;  C.  L.  Piesse, 
gentleman  (800),  and  Septimus  S.  Smith,  articled  pupil 
(10),  both  of  54  Belsize  Park,  N.W. ;  C.  Seadon,  92  Balfour 
Road,  Ilford,  surveyor  (1). 


Doulton  &  Co.  (Limited).— This  firm  of  pottery-manu- 
facturers and  makers  of  sanitary  goods,  &c,  of  Lambeth,  has 
been  registered  as  a  limited  company  with  a  capital  of 
750,000*. 

Chemische  Fabrik  von  Eugen  Dieterich  in  Helfen- 
berg. — This  well-known  firm,  which  has  been  in  existence 
since  1869,  was  converted  into  a  joint-stock  company  in 
Germany  on  November  21.  The  company  starts  with  a 
capital  of  800,000m.,  and  a  mortgage  of  20,OCOm.  held  by 
Hofrath  Eugen  Dieterich.  The  title  of  the  new  company  is- 
"Chemische Fabrik Hclfenberg,  A.-G.,  vorm. Eugen  Dieterich." 
Herr  Hans  Dieterich  and  Dr.  Karl  Dieterich  form  the  board, 
and  the  committee  of  inspection  consists  of  Hofrath  E. 
Dieterich,  Helfenberg,  President ;  Dr.  E.  Wolf,  Dresden, 
Vice-President ;  Herr  Crede,  M.D.,  Dresden ;  Herr  Richard 
Miiller,  apotheker,  Dresden;  Herr  L.Ernst,  bank  director, 
Dresden  ;  and  Herr  Moritz  Priem,  merchant,  Leipzig.  The 
transfer  of  the  factory  was  effected  much  below  the  taxed 
value,  and  Hofrath  E.  Dieterich  undertook  the  not  incon- 
siderable expenses  connected  with  the  foundation  of  the- 
company.  The  manaeement  of  the  works,  from  which  Hofrath 
E.  Dieterich  virtually  withdrew  some  time  ago,  remains 
the  same.  The  chief  shareholder  is  Hofrath  E.  Dieterich, 
who,  however,  will,  after  the  company  has  obtained  a  Stock 
Exchange  quotation,  issue  a  limited  number  of  shares,  in 
which  issue  the  customers  of  the  manufactory  who  apply  for 
them  will  be  given  the  preference. 

Lennon  (Limited). — A  prospectus  of  this  company  has- 
been  circulated  in  this  country,  and  will  be  issued  in  Cape 
Town  on  December  12.  The  company  takes  over  the  widely- 
known  business  of  B.  G.  Lennon  &  Co.  (Limited),  whole- 
sale and  retail  chemists  and  druggists,  which  was  established 
as  a  private  concern  in  Cape  Town  about  1850,  and  con- 
verted into  a  limited  company  in  1891.  The  wholesale  ana 
retail  businesses  to  be  taken  over,  with  freehold  and  lease- 
hold properties,  are  situated  at  Cape  Town,  Port  Elizabeth, 
East  London,  Kimberley,  Ali wal  North,  Graaff  Reinet,  Beaufort 
West,  Oudtshoorn,  Mafeking,  Paar),  Wynberg  (Cape  Colony )^ 
Bloemfontein  (Orange  Free  State),  Johannesburg,  Fordsburg 
(South  African  Republic).  Bulawayo  (Rhodesia),  the  Natal 
Drug  Company,  Durban  (Natal),  and  the  London  offices  at 
75  Leadenhall  Street.  For  all  these,  together  with  stock, 
plant,  goodwill,  book-debts,  &c,  the  new  company  is  to  pay 
286,023/.  6s.  5d.,  which  will  be  taken  in  shares.  The 
nominal  capital  of  the  new  company  is  600,000/.,  but  at 
present  only  450  000Z.  is  to  be  issued — 150,000/.  in  5-per  cent, 
cumulative  preference  shares,  and  300,000/.  in  ordinary 
shares.  The  only  statement  of  profits  which  is  published  is 
contained  in  a  certificate  by  Messrs.  Hands  &  Shore,  of  Cape 
Town,  who  certify  that  the  average  net  yearly  profits  for  the 
past  three  years  are  sufficient  to  pay  the  interest  on  the 
issue  of  preference  shares,  and  to  pay  a  dividend  of  at  least 
8  per  cent,  on  the  ordinary  shares. 

Magor  (Limited).  —  The  first  annual  report  of  the 
directors  of  this  company  states  that  the  opening  of  a 
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wholesale  and  manufacturing  department  has  proved  to  be  I 
the  establishing  of  an  entirely  new  business,  and  has  absorbed 
more  money  and  thken  more  time  than  was  foreseen  ;  and  it 
was  in  this  connection  that  Messrs.  Magor,  Ince,  and  Ba}ley 
retired  from  the  board  in  January  last,  and  that  Messrs. 
Barratt  and  Brampton,  two  of  the  largest  shareholders,  were 
subsequently  elected  to  the  board.  On  June  9,  1898,  Mr. 
John  St.  S.  Wilders  retired  from  the  board  owing  to  ill- 
health,  to  the  regret  of  his  co-directors.  Mr.  H.  W.  J.  Ince 
has  sold  out  his  interest  in,  and  severed  his  connection  with, 
the  company.  Mr.  Martin  Magor,  M.P.S,  is  still  with  the 
company, and  istomanagethenewshopat  Broad  Street  Corner. 
Mr.  Cornelias  Bayley  has  been  re-elected  to  the  board  under 
an  arrangement  whereby  his  daily  attendance  at  47  Great 
Charles  Street  has  been  secured.  The  net  profits  amount  to 
2.738/.  14s.  9d.  The  6-per-cent.  dividend  on  the  preference 
snares  absorbed  1  986/.  8s.  6d.  The  directors  also  recom- 
mend to  write  off  the  preliminary  expenses  232/.  15s.  9d., 
and,  in  reduction  of  goodwill,  519/.  10s.  6d.  Mainly  owing 
to  the  difficulties  and  the  time  required  in  converting  the 
sixteen  different  retail  shops  into  branches  of  the  company's 
business,  and  the  opening  up  of  a  new  department,  the  net 
profits  have  not  been  sufficient  to  make  it  advisable  to  pay 
any  dividend  for  the  past  year  on  the  ordinary  shares. 
The  company's  capital  consists  of  30,000/.  in  6-psr-cent. 
preference  shares,  and  30,0C0/.  in  ordinary  shares  The 
company  owns  fifteen  shops,  and  the  stock  on  hand  on  Sep- 
tember 30  last  was  valued  at  13,411/.  16s.  2d. 

The  meeting  was  held  on  Wednesday.  Mr.  Harold  F. 
Smith,  London  (Chairman),  presided,  atd  ia  moving  the 
adoption  of  the  report  drew  attention  to  the  difficulty  they 
bad  experienced  in  starting  the  wholesale  depa-tment.  The 
views  on  the  Board  were  so  divergent  that  it  was  impossible 
for  them  to  agree,  and  the  technical  di  ectors  resigned, 
leaving  Mr.  Wilders  and  himself  for  the  time  being  the  sole 
directors.  After  a  consultation  with  the  leading  share- 
holders, Mr.  J.  W.  Barratt  and  Mr.  F.  W.  Brampton  joined 
the  Board,  and  to  consolidate  their  position  they  engaged  Mr. 
Kussell  Bennett,  a  gentleman  who  had  occupied  a  position 
analogous  to  the  one  they  wanted  him  to  fill.  They  had 
also,  in  order  to  have  a  gentleman  on  the  Board  acquainted 
with  the  business,  elected  Mr.  Cornelius  Bayley.  As  a  con- 
sequence of  this  appointment,  Mr.  Bennett  had  resigned 
his  position,  and  they  would  lose  his  services,  but  in  other 
respects  they  would  be  able  to  economise  their  working  and 
establishment  expenses  without  in  any  way  interfeing  with 
their  efficiency.  They  had  found  the  Bull  Street  premises 
insufficient  for  their  wholesale  requirements,  but  they  got  rid 
of  them  at  no  great  loss,  and  secured  their  present  premises  in 
Great  Charles  Street.  In  the  circumstances  he  thought  the 
results  shown  in  the  report  were  satisfactory.  Mr.  H.  W.  J. 
Ince  had  severed  his  connection  with  the  Board,  but  he  might 
say  that  the  Board  bought  his  interest  out.  The  directors  had 
endeavoured  to  bring  the  managers  into  closer  touch  with  the 
Board,  and  with  that  view  they  had  propounded  a  scheme 
which  would  be  made  known  to  them  as  soon  as  the  details 
were  settled. 

Mr.  Barratt  having  seconded  the  motion,  a  number  of 
shareholders  asked  questions.  Mr.  Evans  asked  about  the 
6  000Z.  set  aside  for  the  extension  of  business;  and  Mr. 
Hocker,  of  Walsall,  inquired  why  there  had  been  so  much 
delay  in  the  execution  of  orders  1 

Mr.  Barratt,  replying  to  the  first  question,  said  2,182/.  of 
the  6,000/.  had  been  spent  in  the  purchase  of  additional 
businesses,  and  in  the  improvement  of  other  shops  and  put- 
ting in  new  installations.  The  remainder  had  been  spent 
mainly  in  increasing  the  stock. 

The  Chairman  said  the  delays  were  due  to  the  difficulties 
experienced  in  opening  their  wholesale  department,  but  he 
thought  with  the  appointment  of  Mr.  Bayley  the  cause  for 
complaint  would  disappear. 

Mr.  Jacobs  suggested  that  Mr.  Magor  should  have  a  more 
responsible  appointment  than  the  management  of  one  of  the 
shops,  and 

Mr.  Evans  reminded  the  meeting  that  they  were  prorri;ed 
1  500/.  profit  out  of  the  wholesale  department,  but  instead 
they  had  expended  1,459/,  and  had  had  no  profit. 

Ultimately  the  report  was  adopted. 

We  have  to-day  seen  the  first  proof  of  the  Spectacle-makers' 
Diploma.    It  is  a  very  handsome  piece  of  work. 


MUls  of  ©cccasco  Cbcmtsts. 


Beoomhead —The  personal  estate  in  England  and  Scot- 
land of  Mr.  G.  E.  Broom  he  ad,  chemist  and  druegi-t.  443 
Union  Street,  Aberdeen,  who  died  on  January  10.  1898,  is 
sworn  at  3,550/  16s.  4//  By  his  trusi  disposition  and  settle- 
ment of  June  21,  1893,  he  appointed  his  brothers.  Dr. 
Charles  Broomhead,  Oldham,  Dr.  James  Broomhead, 
Haslingden,  and  Mr.  J.  W.  Broomhead,  Wenbury ,  The  Grange, 
Gunnersbury,  with  Mr.  Charles  Kuxton,  advocate,  Aberdeen, 
his  executors. 

Brown. — The  will  of  Mr.  James  Brown,  pharmaceutical 
chemi.-t,  168  Hockley  Hill,  Birmingham,  who  died  on 
February  10,  1898,  has  been  proved  by  the  Rev.  L.  Henry 
and  Mr.  T.  W.  Hop^ood,  both  of  Handsworth.  The  tes- 
tator's estate  was  sworn  at  667/.  18s.  3d.,  of  which  435/.  7s.  lid. 
is  net  personalty. 

Cook.— The  will  of  Mr.  Edward  Rider  Cook,  late  of  the 
firm  of  Messrs.  E.  Cook  4c  Co.,  soap  manufacturf rs, 
Bow,  E.,  who  died  on  August  21,  1898,  has  been 
proved  by  Messrs.  E.  H.  and  T.  A.  Cook,  the  sons, 
and  Mr.  Robert  Hall  Warren,  of  Clifton,  near  Bristol,  the 
executors  of  the  testator,  whose  gross  estate  is  sworn  at 
60  864/.  5s.  3d.,  of  which  58.585/.  16s.  3d.  is  net  personalty. 

Dennis. — The  will  of  Mr.  J.  E.  Dennis,  chemist  and 
druggist,  Nottingham,  who  died  on  January  5,  1898,  has  been 
proved  by  his  sons,  Mr.  J.  E.  Dennis,  chemist  and  druggist, 
Brighton,  and  Mr.  F.  S.  Dennis,  Nottineham,  ar  d  Mr.  A.  E. 
Hawksley,  of  Netherfield.  The  testator's  estate  w;n  sworn 
at  5.075/.  16s  ,  of  which  3,35 L/.  3s.  Id.  is  net  personalty. 

Fostee. — The  will  with  a  codicil  of  Mr.  Frederick  Foster, 
chemist  and  druggist,  Brighton,  who  died  on  December  25, 

1897,  has  been  proved  by  Mr.  John  Foster  and  Mr.  R.  H, 
Foster,  the  sons,  and  Mr.  H.  R.  Gray,  the  executors.  The 
testator's  personalty  wa3  sworn  at  4,936/.  10s.  gross,  and 
4,888/.  8s.  9d.  net. 

Glaisyer. — The  will  of  Mr.  Thomas  Glaisyer.  chemist  and 
druggist,  Brighton,  who  died  on  February  4,  1898,  has  been 
proved  by  Mrs.  Glaisyer,  the  widow,  Mr.  Robert  H.  Glaisyer, 
a  nephew,  and  Mr.  Charles  E.  Clayton,  and  Mr.  Robert  A. 
Penney,  both  of  Brighton.  The  testator's  estate  was  sworn  at 
I  10.657/.  4s.  Hd.,  of  which  6,005/.  Is.  10^.  U  net  personalty. 

Hetheeington. —  The  will  of  the  late  Mr.  Thomas 
Hetherington,  druggist,  Moffat,  has  been  proved,  the  amount 
being  2,057/. 

Kemp. — The  will,  with  a  codicil,  of  Mr.  John  Kemp, 
chemist  and  druggist,  Lincoln,  who  died  on  September  5, 

1898,  has  been  proved  by  Mr.  J.  L.  Rayner  and  Mr.  W.  W. 
Smith,  both  of  Lincoln.  The  testator's  estate  was  sworn  at 
11,425/.  12s.  3d.,  of  which  2,938/.  13s.  is  net  personalty. 

Newxands  — The  will  of  Mr.  J.  A.  R.  Xewlands,  analytical 
chemist,  1  Mildenhall  Road,  Lower  Clapton,  who  died  on 
July  29,  has  been  proved  by  his  widow,  Mrs.  Jane  Xewlands, 
and  his  brother,  Mr.  B.  E.  R.  Xewlands.  The  testator's 
estate  is  sworn  at  4,541/.  4s.  6r/.,  of  which  2,901/  0s.  6d.  is 
net  personalty. 

Snook.— The  will,  vith  a  codicil,  of  Mr.  J.  J.  Snook, 
chemist  and  druggist.  239  Oxford  Street,  W.,  who  died  on 
March  19,  1898.  has  been  proved  by  the  acting  executors 
therein  narmd,  by  whom  the  testator's  estate  was  swom  at 
46.633/.  13s.  3d.,  of  which  46,498/.  Is.  6d.  is  net  personalty. 

White.— The  will  of  the  late  Mr.  Luke  Pearson  White, 
chemi-t  and  druggist,  2  High  Street,  Penistone,  has  been 
proved  by  his  widow  and  sole  executrix,  Mrs.  Rhoda  White, 
i  The  personalty  was  sworn  at  426/.  18s.  lid.,  but  there  was 
i  also  real  estate,  which  the  testator  leaves  with  his  personalty 
in  trust  for  his  widow,  with  remainder  to  his  children. 

Wilkes.— The  will  of  Mr.  David  Wilkes,  pharmaceutical 
chemist,  Bredon,  who  died  on  March  13.  1898,  has  been 
proved  by  Mr.  Arthur  D.  Wilkes,  and  Mr.  Ralph  W.  Wilkes, 
the  sons,  and  Mr.  G.  R.  Barlow,  chemist  and  druggist,  Tewkes- 
bury. The  testator's  esta^^e  was  sworn  at  1,504/  4s.  3d.,  of 
-  which  310/.  Is.  0,d.  is  net  personally. 
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Correspondence, 


In  writing  letters  for  publication  correspondents  should  adopt 
a  concise,  but  not  abbreviated,  style.  They  are  requested  to 
write  on  one  side  of  the  paper  only.  Letters,  with 
or  without  a  nom- de-plume,  must  be  authenti- 
cated by  the  name  and  address  of  the  writer. 
Queries  should  be  written  on  separate  pieces  of 
paper,  andthe  regulations  printed  under  the  sections  to  which 
they  apply  should  be  strictly  observed. 


Notice  to 

Correspon 

dents. 


Anacharis  Alsinastrum  (Elodia  canadensis). 

Sib, — In  The  Chemist  and  Druggist  of  August  6, 
1898,  you  note  the  re-appearance  of  this  troublesome  pond- 
weed  in  Loch  Leven,  and  add  :  "  It  is  believed,  however,  that 
the  weed  will  die  out  in  the  course  of  a  couple  of  years, 
a«,  it  is  stated,  there  is  no  male  plant  in  this  country."  Your 
note  attracted  the  attention  of  Mr.  Fred  Stephenson,  who 
found  specimens  of  the  plant  in  full  flower  in  a  small  isolated 
pool  of  water  in  Queen  Street  Gardens,  Edinburgh.    These  I 
had  an  opportunity  of  examining  carefully,  and  they  were  all 
undoubtedly  female  flowers.    It  may  be  interesting  to  note 
that,  though  the  plant  is  said  to  flower  in  June  or  July,  these 
specimens  were  gathered  in  the  latter  part  of  September. 
This  may  have  been  due  to  the  very  exceptional  mildness  of 
the  season.    This  pool  is  fed  by  a  spring,  and  no  surface 
stream  runs  into  it.    It  is  not  near  any  other  water,  and 
hence  there  is  difficulty  in  accounting  for  the  appearance  of 
this  weed  in  it.    I  have  observed  that  at  the  end  of  the 
season,  when  the  plant  withers  and  dies,  compact  green  buds 
are  formed  at  the  apex  of  the  branches  and  in  the  axils  of 
some  of  the  leaves,  which  ultimately  become  detached  and 
fall  to  the  bottom  of  the  water  to  rest  during  the  winter  and 
form  new  plants  the  following  season.    In  this  respect  the 
plant  seems  to  resemble  some  species  of  Utricularia.  which 
have  been  observed  to  do  this  when  kept  in  aquaria.  If  these 
winter  buds  would  withstand  a  passage  through  the  alimen- 
tary canal  of  a  bird,  this  means  of  transmission  might 
explain  the  sudden  appearance  of  the  plant  in  unexpected 
quarters.    But  I  had  an  impression  that  I  had  heard  some- 
where of  the  discovery  of  male  plants  near  Edinburgh,  and 
on  mentioning  the  subject  to  Mr.  Symington  Grieve  he  re- 
ferred me  to  a  paper  by  Mr.  W.  Tait  Kincear  in  the 
Transactions  of  the   Edinburgh  Naturalists'  Field  Club, 
1882-83,  page  81,  in  which  he  mentions  that  male  flowers  of 
Anacharis  Alsinastrum  were  first  found  in  Britain  in  a  pond 
at  Braid  Hills,  Edinburgh,  by  Mr.  D.  Douglas  in  1880,  and  that 
they  were  again  found  at  the  same  place  in  1881  and  1882. 
Since  that  time  they  have  also  been  found,  I  believe,  in 
Duddingston  Loch,  Edinburgh.    I  am  not  aware  that  the 
plant  has  ever  been  gathered  in  fruit,  but  it  flowers  very 
freely,  and  there  can  be  little  doubt  that  it  produces  seed 
which  may  very  readily  be  carried  by  birds,  who  thus  intro- 
duce the  plant  to  localities  like  the  Queen  Street  Gardens 
pool.   Specimens  of  the  male  flowers  have  several  times  been 
exhibited  at  meetings  of  the  Edinburgh  Naturalists'  Field 
Club,  and  when  gathered  at  Braid  Hills  pond  the  stamens 
were  quite  ripe  and  the  yellow  pollen  was  strewn  over  the 
water.  It  seems  clear,  therefore,  that  we  must  revise  the  state- 
ment in  most  text-books  that  only  female  plants  are  found 
in  this  country.  If  your  readers  who  are  interested  will  keep 
a  look-out,  it  will  probably  be  found  that  male  flowers  are 
not  so  uncommon  as  is  generally  supposed. 

Yours  truly, 

Edinburgh,  December  1.  J.  Rutherfoed  Hill. 

Selling  Poisons. 

Sie, — You  report  [meeting  of  the  Western  Chemists' 
Association  of  London,  C.  D.,  December  8,  1898,  p.  897] 
that  my  practice  is  to  exchange  the  ordinary  bottles  of 
customers,  should  they  bring  them,  for  poison-bottles  when 
they  wish  to  purchase  such  poisons  as  spirit  of  salts,  &c. ; 
also  Mr.  Hyslop's  remark  that  the  worst  of  that  is  that 
the  poison-bottle  is  frequently  brought  back  on  a  subse- 
quent occasion  for  syrup  of  squills  ;  but  you  fail  to  report 
that  I  said  should  such  be  the  case,  I  once  more  exchange 
the  poison-bottle  for  the  ordinary  one.    I  pointed  out  that 


this  entails  a  slight  loss  to  the  chemist  adopting  the 
plan,  but  this  loss  is  more  than  counterbalanced  by  the  sale 
being  effected  in  the  orthodox  way.  Apologising  for 
troubling  you,  but  I  think  this  small  matter  deserves  the 
utmost  attention  on  our  part. 

Harlesden,  December  2.  F.  W.  Taplin. 

Lemon  Oil. 

Sir, — Having  noticed,  in  the  issue  of  your  valued  journal 
dated  November  23,  an  article  by  Mr.  E.  J.  Parry  on  "  The 
Valuation  of  Lemongrass  Oil,"  1  would  like  to  say  a  few 
words  with  reference  to  the  relations  this  oil  has  with  ordinary 
oil  of  lemon.  As  everybody  knows,  lemongrass  oil  possesses 
a  high  percentage  of  citral,  and,  since  many  firms  buy  their 
lemon  oil  nowadays  on  the  percentage  of  citral,  many  un- 
scrupulous dealers  are  wont  to  adulterate  their  oil  of  lemon 
with  oil  of  lemongrass  just  to  impart  to  the  oil  a  high  per- 
centage of  citral.  It  therefore  proves  that  buying  lemon  oil 
on  a  citral  basis  is  an  entire  myth,  and,  rather  than  tending 
to  serve  as  a  guide  to  the  purity  of  the  oil,  it  misleads.  I 
have  gone  fully  into  this  matter  in  an  article  published  in 
The  Chemist  and  Druggist  of  July  23,  1898,  to  which  I 
respectfully  refer  your  readers. 

I  am,  Sir,  yours  very  respectfully, 
Messina,  November  29.  Franc.  Ant.  Corio. 

Tincture  Drawback. 

Sir, — In  your  editorial  article  last  week  on  the  "Export 
of  Tinctures,"  you  state  that  you  are  informed  by  the  Board 
of  Inland  Revenue  "  that  not  a  single  wholesale  druggist  has 
urged  the  scheduling  of  the  new  tinctures,  &c." 

There  is  certainly  some  mistake  here,  for  as  far  back  as 
October  4  we  addressed  the  Board  on  this  very  subject,  in 
which  we  said,  "  We  were  under  the  impression  that  the 
introduction  of  the  new  British  Pharmacopoeia  1898,  in  May, 
would  lead  to  its  acceptance,  in  place  of  the  old  Pharma- 
copoeia, as  the  standard  for  the  schedule  of  preparations 
entitled  to  waste  allowance."  The  reply  was  to  the  effect 
that  no  alterations  had  been  sanctioned. 

What  we  had  in  our  mind  was  not  the  new  tinctures,  as 
these  are  already  scheduled,  but  one  or  two  liquid  extracts, 
such  as  jaborandi,  and  also  the  recognition  of  the  alteration 
in  name  of  Lin.  Camph.  Co.,  &c. 

Yours  faithfully, 

Per  pro.  C.  J.  Hewlett  &  Son, 
E.  J.  Millard. 
Charlotte  Street,  E.C.,  December  5. 

Mr.  Coroner  Drew  on  the  Sale  of  a  Powder. 
Sir, — It  would  be  interesting  to  know  from  Mr.  Coroner 
Drew  how  a  chemist  is  to  live — 

1.  If  he  is  not  to  supply  a  powder  when  asked  for  as  such, 
or,  I  suppose,  pills  if  asked  for  pills. 

2.  If  he  is  not  to  prescribe  in  the  most  simple  cases. 

3.  If  he  is  cot  to  dispense  because  the  doctor  does  his 
own  dispensing. 

4  If  he  is  not  to  supply  a  patent  medicine  because  that 
savours  of  quackery  and  is  detrimental  to  the  interests  of 
medical  men. 

The  fact  is,  Sir,  London  Coroners  are  too  much  in  the 
habit  of  using  their  petty  authority  to  crush  any  unfortunate 
chemist  who  happens  to  come  before  them.  I  venture  to 
say  that  there  would  be  a  great  many  more  inquests  in 
London  and  elsewhere  if  it  were  not  for  the  care  exercised 
by  the  chemist.  Only  a  day  or  two  since  I  had  to  call  the 
attention  of  a  doctor  to  a  prescription  he  had  written  for  a 
lotion,  which  was  fifty  times  stronger  than  it  should  have 
been  ;  and  it  was  only  by  the  merest  accident  that  I  dis- 
covered for  what  purpose  it  was  required. 

Yours  obediently, 

Rusticus.  (117/51.) 

From  Near  and  Par. 

An  English  subscriber  writes  on  December  3  : — "  This 
comes  with  another  half-sovereign  from  one  who  has 
a  large  appetite  for  your  '  business- food,' and  who  finds  it 
very  nourishing;  in  fact.it  produces  energy  and  enterprise 
similar  to  bovnl,  &c.  I  send  the  P  0.  hoping  to  save  you  the 
trouble  of  applying,  in  appreciation  I  have  of  the  help  the 
C.  §  D.  is  to  the  individual  trader  in  every  way." 
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A  colonial  subscriber,  writing  from  the  West  Coast  of 
Africa,  on  November  8,  says: — "Enclosed  please  find  my 
sub.  to  The  Chemist  axd  Druggist  for  the  year  ending 
October  31,  1899.  I  still  continue  to  receive  no  end  of  useful 
'hints  and  tips  from  the  paper." 


Legal  Queries. 

We  do  not  give  legal  opinions  by  post.  Information  regarding 
most  legal  matters  in  connection  with  pharmacy  will  be  found 
in  The  Chemists'  and  Druggists'  Diary,  and  in  "  Pharmacy 
and  Poison  Laws  of  the  United  Kingdom,"  and  Alpe'a 
'"'Sandy-book  of  Medicine-stamp  Duty." 


111/22.  Inquirer. — It  is  legal  for  licensed  medicine- 
vendors  to  break  open  a  box  of  Beecham's  or  other  patene 
pills,  and  sell  them  by  the  pennyworth.  For  conditions,  set 
Diary. 

106/14.  Legal. — If  you  are  the  proprietor  of  the  business, 
labels  of  poisons  should  bear  your  name,  not  that  of  your 
manager.  If  you  are  unqualified,  you  are  liable  to  a  penalty 
for  keeping  open  shop  for  the  saie  of  poisons,  no  matter 
how  many  qualified  assistants  you  may  keep. 

110/30.  E.  P.  S. — You  cannot  protect  a  title  by  regis- 
tering it  at  Stationers'  Hall ;  you  must  register  it  as  a  trade- 
mark. For  full  details  refer  to  the  Diary,  where  you  will 
also  find  advertisements  of  agents. 

110/11.  D.  D.  K. — A  large  number  of  chemists  trade  under 
an  old- firm  name.  Among  these  are  the  present  Presidents 
of  the  Pharmaceutical  Societies  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland. 
We  are  not  sure  that  the  practice  is  strictly  legal,  but  we 
think  the  example  may  be  safely  followed. 

110/23.  Clements. — A  mixture  of  Prussian  blue  and  oxalic 
acid  would  come  under  Part  2  of  the  poisons  schedule.  If 
the  liquid  laundry-blue  is  thus  composed,  it  should  be 
labelled  "  Poison."  Binoxalate  of  potash  is  not  a  poison  in 
Great  Britain,  but  it  is  in  Ireland. 

107/28.  Glycerin. — An  execution  creditor  cannot  take 
your  goods  on  account  of  your  master's  debt,  whether  the 
same  was  contracted  before  or  after  you  became  manager. 
In  the  latter  case  it  is  quite  clear  that  the  person  to  whom 
the  goods  were  entrusted  was  ycur  master.  The  mere  fact 
that  you,  as  a  servant,  ordered  and  received  the  goods  does 
not  render  you  personally  responsible  in  any  way. 

122/13.  Dexter  asks  if  a  railway  company  are  bound  to 
deliver  goods  the  same  day  as  they  are  received  at  the 
station  1  And  if  they  delay  delivery  for  one  day  or  two 
days,  as  is  sometimes  done  in  his  case,  can  he  recover 
damages  if  he  could  prove  loss  of  business  in  consequence  ? 
[The  liabilities  of  railway  companies  always  depend  more 
or  less  on  circumstances,  but  if  you  read  the  special  terms 
of  contract  on  the  back  of  one  of  the  companies'  consign- 
ment-notes, you  will  probably  find  that  they  have  amply 
protected  themselves  with  regard  to  the  particular  question. 
It  would,  for  instance,  be  an  excuse  for  the  railway  company 
if  they  had  particularly  heavy  and  unexpected  traffic  on 
certain  days  and  so  delayed  delivery.  We  should  say  it  was 
not  an  unreasonable  time  to  deliver  goods  within  twenty- 
four  hours  after  receipt  (supposing  them  not  to  be  perish- 
able), but  we  should  say  that  forty-eight  hours  required 
explanation,  especially  ia  the  case  of  goods  supplied  to  a 
chemist,  which  might  be  supposed  to  be  wanted  at  once. 
You  should  wiite  to  your  station-master  stating  that  goods 
consigned  to  you  are  for  immediate  consumption,  and  that 
some  of  them  may  deteriorate  by  being  kept  at  the  goods 
depot,  and  require  him  to  deliver  same  immediately  on 
receipt.  A  letter  of  this  kind  would  put  you  in  a  better 
position  if  you  should  ultimately  take  proceedings.  It  must 
be  borne  in  mind  that  the  consignor  of  the  goods  is  generally 
-considered  the  agent  of  the  consignee,  and,  therefore,  any- 
thing that  the  consignor  signs  in  the  way  of  a  consignment- 
note  to  the  railway  company  is  binding  on  the  consignee. 
We  assume  that  the  goods  were  sent  by  luggage-train.  If 
sent  by  passenger-train,  we  should  say  they  ought  to  be 
delivered  within  two  or  three  hours  after  receipt.] 


110/23.  W.  H.  II.  says  he  obtained  permission  from 
his  district  Council  six  years  ago  to  erect  a  standard 
lamp  in  front  of  hi*  shop,  and  no  conditions  were 
then  imposed.  Now  the  Council  notify  him  that  unless 
he  undertakes  to  keep  it  alight  all  night,  or  p»y  them 
31.  per  annum  to  do  this  for  him,  ho  must  take  the  lamp 
down,  or  they  will  do  it  for  him  and  charge  him  with  the 
cost.  He  asks  if  this  is  within  their  legal  powers.  [We 
should  say  that  the  ground  upon  which  the  Council  would 
be  entitled  to  act  in  this  matter  would  be  that  the  lamp 
when  unlighted  was  a  public  nuisance,  which  they  had 
power  to  remove,  notwithstanding  the  fact  that  they  had 
authorised  its  erection.  The  point,  however,  is  not  at  all 
free  from  doubt.  It  is  rather  a  moot  point  whether  the 
Council  have  power  to  authorise  the  erection  of  any  such 
private  lamps  at  all.] 

113/6.  Cancel. — We  have  frequently  said  that  if  there  is 
a  binding  contract  an  order  for  goods  cannot  be  cancelled. 
When  we  say  a  binding  contract  we  mean  one  not  within  the 
Statue  of  Frauds,  which  provides  that  if  the  amount  of 
order  be  over  10/.,  there  must  be  a  memorandum  in  writing 
setting  out  the  terms,  or  there  must  be  a  part  payment  on 
account,  or  there  must  be  a  delivery  and  acceptance  of  the 
goods.  A  letter  refusing  the  goods  has  been  held  to  be  a 
sufficient  memorandum  where  all  the  terms  were  properly 
stated. 

112/28.  Salieylas  says  his  late  manager,  who  was  under 
an  agreement  with  him  not  to  commence  business  as  a 
chemist  within  a  year  and  within  half  a  mile  of  his  shop.  It 
is  now  announced  that  a  certain  shop  within  the  radius  will 
be  opened  by  his  wife  as  a  drug-store,  &c.  Is  this  a  breach  of 
the  agreement  ?  [I .  was  held  in  the  case  of  Smith  v.  Hancock 
(although  the  Judge  i  in  the  Court  of  Appeal  differed)  that  the 
opening  of  a  shop  uy  the  wife  was  not  a  breach  of  a  cove- 
nant in  restraint  of  trade  where  the  wife  carried  on  business 
separately  from  the  husband  with  her  separate  estate.  We 
should  think,  however,  that  your  manager  will  hardly  be  able 
to  bring  himself  within  this  case  if  his  wife  carries  on  the 
business  of  a  chemist  and  druggist.  We  believe  in  the  case 
quoted  the  husband  served  in  the  shop,  but  said  he  was 
merely  a  paid  assistant.  A  sharp  solicitor  in  the  neigbour- 
hood  ought  to  be  able  to  do  something. 

113  60.  Menthol— We  think  it  would  be  illegal  for  an 
unregistered  person  to  announce  himself  as  "  Five  years  with 
Blank,  surgeon-dentist."  The  Act  says  you  may  not  take  or 
use  that  title. 

116/9.  Alpha. — The  fact  of  camphorated  oil  being  a 
synonym  for  lin.  camph.  B  P.  would  ba  regarded  by  any 
Court  as  strong  evidence  that  when  camphorated  oil  is  asked 
for,  lin.  camph.  B.P.  must  be  supplied.  A  "  camphorated 
oil "  made  with  vaseline  oil  would,  we  think,  if  proved,  ensure 
a  conviction  under  the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Act. 

118/19.  Scottie. — You  must'pay  a  licence  for  a  still,  even 
if  you  only  use  it  for  distilling  water. 

116  40.  J.  A.  6. — The  '  case  reported  in  "  Veterinary 
Counter-practice"  is  quite  sufficient  to  justify  any  chemist 
in  using  the  description  "  veterinary  chemist."  It  has  not 
been  reversed,  but  in  another  case  tried  before  it  it  was  held 
to  be  illegal  for  an  unqualified  person  to  describe  his  smithy 
as  "  veterinary  forge."  The  two  decisions  are  not  com- 
patible, but  that  in  relation  to  veterinary  chemist  is  the 
more  sensible  one. 

113  46.    Sjmice. — Dantzic  spruce-beer  can  only  be  sold 
with  a  beer-licence,  48  and  49  Vict.  c.  51. 

115/24.  Master  If  the  apprentice  refuses  to  obey  reason- 
able orders  you  can  cancel  the  indentures.  We  do  not  know 
how  he  can  be  induced  to  do  a  piece  of  work  which  he 
definitely  says  he  will  not  do. 

118/56.  Rhei. — Neither  tr.  digitalis  nor  tr.  lobelia:  is  a 
poison  within  the  meaning  of  the  Act.  Antimonial  wine  is, 
so  is  tincture  of  cantharides  ;  but  we  do  not  think  a  con- 
viction could  be  obtained  for  selling  a  hair- wash  containing 
a  small  proportion  of  the  latter. 

108/7.    Principia. — We  cannot  act  between  you  and  your 
employer  in  the  matter  of  salary. 
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Notice  to 
Querists. 


Miscellaneous  Inquiries. 

We  reply  to  subscribers  and  their  employe's  only  upon  subjects 
of  interest  to  other  readers  generally.  Wlien  more  than  one 
query  is  sent  write  each  on  a  separate  piece  of 
paper.  When  a  sample  accompanies  a  query 
full  particulars  regarding  the  origin  and  use  of 
the  sample  must  be  given,  and  it  must  be  distinctly  labelled. 
Queries  are  not  replied  to  by  post,  and  those  sent  anonymously 
are  disregarded. 

94/9.  W.  M.—  There  is  a  formula  for  Sauce  in  the  C.  %  D 
March  12, 1898,  page  456,  which  is  capable  of  being  cheapened 
for  penny  bottles. 

98/22.  Citron. — Lemonade  Crystals  are  citric  or  tartaric 
acid  in  granular  form,  flavoured  with  oil  of  lemon  and 
■coloured  with  turmeric. 

91/19.  Manager. — During  the  summer  months  there  is 
plenty  of  demand  for  the  services  of  a  looum-tenens,  and  some 
of  the  gentlemen  who  do  that  kind  of  work  appear  to  get  a 
fairly  good  living  at  it.  It  takes  some  time  to  get  together 
a  connection.  We  would  rather  not  take  the  responsibility 
of  advising  you  as  to  the  town  you  should  reside  in. 

97/5.  J.  L  — Printers'  Ink. — We  do  not  think  it  would 
be  profitable  for  you  to  make  this  unless  you  are  going  in  for 
it  in  a  large  way.  The  process  somewhat  resembles  varnish- 
making  ;  linseed  oil  is  boiled  and  fired,  and  when  of  a 
certain  consistency  resin  and  soap  are  added,  and,  lastly. 
Campblack,  toned  by  the  addition  of  a  little  indigo  or 
Prussian  blue.  The  lampblack  has  to  be  submitted  to  a 
calcining  process  to  remove  empyreumatic  oils  and  resins. 
We  could  refer  you  to  some  books  on  the  subject  if  you 
desire  us  to  do  so. 

95/70.  Spectacles. — (1)  Hartridge's  "  Refraction  of  the 
Eye "(6s.)  and  "The  Optician's  Handbook"  (Office  of  the 
Optician,  3s.  6rZ.)  are  two  good  books  on  adapting  and 
fitting  spectacles.  (2)  The  title  "  optician "  is  not  pro- 
tected. (3)  The  Spectacle-makers'  Company's  address  is 
"The  Guildhall,  E.C."  Colonel  T.  Davies  Sewell  is  the 
Clerk.  (4)  Mr.  Lionel  Laurance,  the  official  instructor  to 
the  S.M.C.,  advertises  in  our  advertising-columns. 

94/59.    B.  I.  S.— Liquid  Starch-gloss  :— 

Spermaceti  

Gum  arabic   Si- 
Borax    3j. 

Glycerin        ...       ...       ...       ...  §iiss. 

Water   Jxivss. 

Boil  half  the  water  and  add  the  borax  and  spermaceti  to  it. 
'Separately  dissolve  the  gum  in  the  remainder  of  the  water  and 
the  glycerin.    Strain  and  mix  the  two  solutions  together. 

85/70.  Ritstiais. — (1)  Your  inquiry  is  not  clear.  (2)  The 
Diuretic  Mixture  requires  the  addition  of  some  spirit  of 
chloroform  to  prevent  it  fermenting.  (3)  To  Keep  Gold- 
fish.— The  usual  conditions  are  required  as  to  surroundings 
and  weeds  (especially  duckweed)  in  the  aquarium.  As  food 
a  few  small  red-worms  or  ant-eggs  are  supplied.  For 
destroying  fungoid  growths,  which  are  sometimes  very 
troublesome,  the  fish  are  immersed  in  an  extremely  dilute 
solution  of  permanganate  of  potash  for  ten  minutes  daily  till 
■cured. 

91/11.    Ficus. — (1)  Laxative  Syrup  : — 

Figs    f,lv. 

Tasteless  extract  of  cascara  ... 

Oil  of  anise    ...       ...       ...       ...  ir\y. 

Oil  of  cloves  ...       ...       ...       ...  irtjij. 

Sugar   Sxij. 

Water  to    Oj. 

Tnfuse  the  bruised  figs  in  h  pint  of  boiling  water  for  one  hour 
press,  and  strain.  Dissolve  the  sugar  in  the  liquid  by  heat,  and 
when  cool  add  the  other  ingredients  and  water,  if  required,  to  make 
the  whole  measure  one  pint. 

(2)  Most  drug  or  soap  houses  supply  powdered  cocoanut- 
soap. 


98,5.  T.  D.  V. — We  do  not  recognise  the  insects  you  s;nd 
us.    It  is  probable  that  naphthalene  would  drive  them  away. 

83,70.  Nigrum. — People  who  dye  their  hair  generally  use 
a  little  oil  to  brighten  the  dull  colour  yielded  by  many 
black  hair-dyes.  Past  volumes  of  the  C.  §  D.  and  "Pharma- 
ceutical Formulas"  contain  many  hair-dye  recipes  which 
may  yield  better  results  than  those  you  have  tried. 

93/69.  Cliemicus  (Bilbao). — The  phosphorus  pill  of  the 
new  B.P.  is  the  best  method  of  administering  free  phosphorus. 
Ashburton  Thompson's  liquor  is  also  good.  Formula  III., 
page  537,  "  Pharmaceutical  Formulas  "  is  a  working  formula 
by  which  we  have  made  gallons  of  the  solution  without 
difficulty,  so  that  we  are  not  in  a  position  to  appreciate  your 
failure.  The  formula  was  one  devised  upon  the  publication 
of  Mr.  John  Williams's  experiments.  Mr.  Williams  showed 
that  free  phosphorus  dissolves  in  hot  glycerin  with  a  few 
shakes,  and  so  we  found.  Use  clear  phosphorus  in  small 
pieces.  When  it  liquefies  in  the  hot  glycerin  shake 
vigorously.  Emulsion  of  phosphorised  oil  is  also  a  good 
method  of  administration. 

99/57.  Mona. — The  use  of  acid  sulphate  of  soda  in  fused 
cakes  for  seltzogene-charges  is  covered  by  a  patent.  The 
acid  part  of  the  charge  must  be  in  crystals  or  mass  to 
prevent  too  energetic. actioD,  which  might  prove  disastrous 
to  the  seltzogene. 

98/32.  J.  G.  has  been  applied  to  by  the  wardens  of 
a  church  as  to  the  best  meaD.s  of  grappling  with  a  fungus 
which  has  taken  possession  of  some  of  the  main  walls  of  the 
church,  and  has  destroyed  the  vestry  floor.  [You  should 
advise  the  churchwardens  to  remove  by  mechanical  means 
as  much  of  the  fungus  as  possible,  and  then  to  use  arsenical 
weed-killer  freely.  It  is  probable  that  the  drainage  of  the 
churchyard  is  defective.  Damp  earth  against  the  outer 
walls  may  be  encouraging  the  growth  of  the  fungus.] 

105/25.  G.  B. — All  chemists  who  pass  the  optical 
examination  of  the  Spectacle-makers'  Company  become 
Fellows.  Chemists  who  have  been  in  the  optical  business 
for  seven  years  may  take  the  modified  examination,  which, 
however,  is  to  be  abolished  after  July,  1899.  We  published 
on  November  19  the  names  of  all  the  chemists  who  are 
Fellows. 

105/23.  Leo. — The  aniline  black  to  use  in  the  Straw-hat 
Polish  recipe  is  that  known  as  "black  paste"  or  "fast 
black."  It  gives  a  deep  blue-black  solution  in  spirit.  Spirit- 
soluble  nigrosine  is  also  used,  but  gives  a  more  bluish-violet 
colour  than  the  above. 

67/12.  Butter.  — Whitlock's  oil-soluble  aniline  yellow  does 
not  seem  to  be  obtainable  now.  "  Butter-yellow  "  (dimethyl- 
amidoazobenzene)  is  as  good,  and  may  be  used  in  the  same 
proportions.  It  is  an  azo-colour,  insoluble  in  water,  but 
soluble  in  butter,  oils,  &c. 


Information  Supplied. 


Swyn  Serch. — E.  J.  (117/17)  writes  : — "  Swyn  serch  is 
tincture  of  cantharides,  which  is  supposed  among  the  farm- 
labourers  of  Wales  to  be  the  aphrodsiac^ar  excellence'' 

Bats  in  Churches  —(C.  $;  D.,  September  10,  1898) 
A  correspondent  writes  that  a  colony  of  bats  in  the  parish 
church  at  Swineshead,  Lincolnshire,  have  been  extirpated  by 
the  use  of  a  net  and  lantern.  During  a  single  night  111  were 
caught,  and  on  a  second  occasion  fifty-seven  more. 

112/31.  Old  Chemist —In  reply  to  "Acetone"  (93/24), 
the  third  article  in  his  order  is  most  likely  to  be  ol.  sabinas. 
01.  absinth,  is  somewhat  popular  as  an  emmenagogue.  "  Oil  of 
saffron"  is  occasionally  asked  for  in  conjunction  with  other 
medicines  of  that  class.  My  own  practice  is  simply  to  say 
we  have  no  oil  of  saffron. 

P-h-A-b-m-o-c-i-s-t  is  a  cost  or  price  mark  recommended 
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Notice  to  Eotail  Buyer*. 

It  should  be  remembered  that  the  quotations  in  this  section 
are  invariably  the  lowest  net  cash  prices  actually  paid  for  large 
quantities  in  bulk,  and,  for  crude  drugs,  without  charges.  For 
fuller  particulars  see  the  article  "  Lowest  Trade  Terms  "  in  Thh 
Chemist  and  Druggist,  March  19,  1898,  p.  473.  O.i.f.  quotations 
are  for  London  unless  when  otherwise  stated. 

Buyers  of  essential  oils  are  particularly  requested  to  note  that 
low  quotations,  especially  for  Sicilian  essences,  are  rarely,  if 
ever,  accompanied  by  guarantee  of  genuineness, 


42  Cannon  Street,  London,  E.C. :  December  8. 

rpHE  last  month  of  the  year  has  commenced  none  too 
JL  brightly,  but  business-men  do  not  expect  big  things  at 
this  time,  and  lately  they  have  had  little  to  complain  about. 
The  position  of  cascara  sagrada  is  now  becoming  critical,  as 
purchases  have  been  made  on  this  market  for  the  United 
States.  Manufacturers  here  have  held  large  stocks,  and 
have  been  purchasing  little  since  the  diug  firmed  in  tone, 
so  that  if  any  exceptionally  large  home  demand  should 
transpire  before  the  spring-crop  comes  in,  high  rates  may 
rule.  Quicksilver  is  dearer  this  week  by  5s.  per  bottle, 
but  mercurials  have  not  moved  up.  Camphor  quiet.  The 
upward  move  in  Spanish  produce  has  set  in.  The  fol- 
lowing aie  the  principal  alterations  in  values  this  week  : — 


Higher 


Borax 

Castorum 

Cocoa-butter 

Coriander 

Ergot 

Quicksilver 

Quinine 

Thymol 

Vanilla 

Vermilion 

Wax,  bees 


Firmer 


Acid,  carbolic 

Atropine 

Farina 

Menthol 

Myrrh 

Potash  permang. 
Pot.  pruss.,  yellow 


Lower 


Aloes,  Cape 
Ammonia  sulphate 
Cardamoms 
Caustic  soda 
Ipecac. 
Kamala 
Nutmegs 
Rhubarb 


Trouble  in  the  Java  Camp. 

Mr.  J.  Fabricius,  Secretary  of  the  Bandoeng  Agricultural 
Society,  has  issued  a  statement  to  the  effect  that  not  having 
received  any  news  as  to  the  whereabouts  of  Mr.  A.  Massinck, 
Vice-President  of  the  Bandoeng  Agricultural  Association, 
who  is  now  in  Europe,  and  as  he  (Mr.  Fabricius)  does  not 
think  it  proper  to  continue  any  longer  to  act  as  President 
of  the  Society  and  editor  of  their  paper,  he  proposes  that 
the  Society  should  discuss  the  propriety  of  assimilating  with 
the  sister  Society  at  Soekaboemi ;  and  that  the  Society 
should  be  requested,  in  case  of  assimilation,  to  hold  those 
meetings  at  which  cinchona-matters  are  to  be  discussed  at 
Bandoeng.  Mr.  Fabricius  further  suggests  that,  if  this  pro- 
position is  adopted,  the  question  as  to  the  contiDued 
existence  of  the  Society's  journal  should  be  left  to  the 
Soekaboemi  Society  to  decide.  If  the  suggestion  is  not 
accepted,  Mr.  Fabricus  will  decline,  under  the  existing  con- 
ditions, to  continue  as  the  President  of  the  Society  and  editor 
of  the  Archief  voor  de  Kina-cultuur. 

Heavy  Chemicals. 

Forward  business  has  been  heavy  during  the  week,  buyers  who 
have  been  hanging  back  in  the  hope  of  lower  prices  having 
covered  their  next  year's  requirements. 

Alkali-produce. — Bleaching-powder  over  next  year  stands  at 
47.  2s.  6(7.  to  4?.  5s.  for  softwood  casks  on  rails;  and  prompt 
figure  is  4?.  10s.  to  4/.  12s.  6(7.  Caustic  soda  is  a  shade  lower, 
and  still  further  advantage  is  offered  for  forward.  Soda  crystals, 
saltcake,  and  ammonia  alkali  are  all  steady.  Chlorates  are  dull. 
Yellow  prussiate  of  potash  very  firm,  and  tends  a' shade  higher. 

Copper  Sulphate. — In  good  demand,  though  not  moving  quite 
so  briskly  as  of  late.  Prices  are  firm.  Anchor,  191. ;  Liverpool, 
19/.  5s. ;  and  second-hands,  18/.  12s.  6(7.  to  18/.  17s.  6(7. 


Gueex  Copperas  moving  steadily,  and  value  continues  firm 
at  39s.  to  41s.  per  ton,  f.o.b.  Liverpool,  for  bust  Lancashire 
makes. 

Barium  Products. — In  fairly  pood  demand,  and  prices  all 
round  are  firm.  Precipitated  sulphate  (blanc  fixe),  6/.  10s.  to 
6/.  15s. ;  chloride,  best  refined  crystals,  6/.  17s.  6(7  ,  f.o.b.,  and 
6/.  15s.,  free  on  rails.  Mineral  carbonate  of  barytes :  Little 
offering,  and  prices  nominally  as  last  quoted.  Mineral  sulphate, 
72s.  6</.  to  92s.  6(7.  per  ton,  according  to  percentage  and  quantity. 
Hydrate  of  barium,  pure  crystals,  12/.  5s.  to  13/.  15s. 

Recovered  Sulphur  a  shade  easier,  at  4/.  12s.  6</.  to 
4/.  17s.  6'/.  per  ton  on  rails. 

BENZOLS  tend  rather  higher,  and  figure  is  now  8J(7.  and  9</.  for 
both  50  and  90  per  cent. 

Liverpool  Drug-market. 

Liverpool,  December  7. 

Castor-oil. — Good  seconds  Calcutta  has  been  in  rather  better 
demand,  and  considerable  sales  are  reported  from  the  quay  at 
2-\tl.  to  2}d.  per  lb.     First-pressure  French  is  to  '3d.,  and 

second- pressing  2J<7.  to  2;,(/.  per  lb.  Good  seconds  Madras  slug- 
gish at  lid.  per  lb. 

Turpentine  is  still  rising,  and  transactions  have  taken  plnee 
at  29s.  6<Z.  to  29s.  9d.  per  cwt.,  and  importers  talk  of  yet  better 
pi  ices. 

Kola-nuts.— About  173  packages  of  good  West  Coast  Africa 
nuts  sold  at  2d.  per  lb. 

Ginger  (African  i. — 200  bags  were  offered  at  auction,  and 
18s.  6(/.  per  cwt.  was  bid,  but  owners  withdrew  the  parcel  at  20s. 
per  cwt. 

Canary-seed  is  still  flat  at  28s.  6(7.  to  30s.  per  quarter  for  good 
bright  Turkish  seed. 

Beeswax. — There  is  more  inquiry,  and  good  mixed  Chilian  has 
sold  at  6/.  15s.  per  cwt.,  30  packages  of  Gambia  at  6/.  lis.  3(7., 
and  25  cwt.  of  Sierra  Leone  at  prices  up  to  6/.  per  cwt. 

Honey. — Chilian  has  sold  at  30s.  per  cwt.  for  X.,  28s.  for  Pile  I., 
and  25s.  for  Pile  II.    Stocks  are  growing  smaller. 

Quill AiA-u ark. — Firmly  held  by  importers  at  18/,  per  ton,  and 
stocks  are  in  6mall  compass  at  the  moment. 

Spermaceti. — Chilian  has  sold  at  Is.  3(7.  per  lb.  Holders  are 
firm. 

Aniseed.- — All  the  cheap  lots  of  new  Russian  crop  have  been 
cleared,  and  16s.  to  18s.  is  now  asked. 

American  Markets. 

New  York,  November  29. 
Business  has  been  quiet  during  the  past  week. 

Beeswax. — Slightly  firmer,  at  $23.29  per  lb.  for  ordinary. 
Caffeine  has  declined  25c.  per  oz.     Quotations  are  now  $3.75 
to  S4. 

Cascara  Sagrada  continues  to  move  upward.  For  three- 
year-old  bark  7Ac.  per  lb.  is  asked,  and  6.1c.  is  the  general 
figure  for  new.  The  demand  is  good,  and  there  is  no  prospect 
of  lower  figures  before  next  season. 

Damiana  is  more  plentiful  in  the  West,  and  101c.  per  lb.  is 
the  nominal  spot  quotation.  One  dealer  quotes  as.  low  as_8c. 
for  forward-deliveries  in  quantity. 

Jalap  is  in  demand  for  export,  and  the  market  is  very  strong 
at  S  14.15  per  lb. 

Menthol  is  in  good  demand,  and  the  price  has  advanced  to 
$2  25,  with  the  probability  of  further  advances. 

Myrrh. — Firmer,  and  quotations  for  prime  quality  advanced  to 
20c.  to  21c. 

Angostura-bark  is  easier,  and  holders  quote  8  to  10c.  according 
to  quality. 

German  Drug-market. 

Hamburg,  December  6. 

Winter  trade  is  poor  owing  to  the  extremely  mild  weather, 
8°  to  10°  R.  being  the  prevailing  temperature. 

Anise  (Star)  is  very  scarce  at  290m.  per  100  kilos,  spot  and 
220m.  forward. 

Camphor  (Refined)  is  firm  but  quiet  at  295m.  per  100  kilos. 
Coriander-seed  is  firmer  at  15m.  per  100  kilos 
Cumin  (Maltese)  is  firmly  held  at  65m.  per  100  kilos,  for  new 
crop. 

Ergot  of  Rye  scarce.  Trifling  lots  can  be  bought  at  270m. 
per  100  kilos. 

Quinine  shows  very  little  business  ;  the  nominal  price  is  28'm. 
per  kilo. 

Quillaia-bark  steady  at  35m.  per  100  kilos. 
Wax  (Japan )  is  quiet  at  63xm.  per  100  kilos. 
Carnauba-wax  is  firm  and  in  brisk  demand  at  70m.  per  100 
kilos  for  gray,  and  125m.  for  fine  yellow. 
Menthol  firmly  held  at  16m.  per  kilo. 

Oils.— Cod-liver,  1898  Lofoten  oil  is  77  to  8Cm.  'per  barrel, 
Castor  dull  and  tending  lower;  first-pressing  in  barrel,  spot  54m.. 
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December  delivery,  52Am.,  January-June,  49m.  per  100  kilos. 
Star-anise  quiet  at  14m.  per  kilo.  Peppermint  quiet :  HGH  at 
5Jm.  per  lb.,  and  Japanese  7Jm.  per  kilo. 

Cablegrams. 

Hamburg,  December  8,  11.50  A.m.  : — Citric  acid  is  in  a 
very  firm  position  to-day,  and  higher  prices  are  expected. 
Refined  camphor  is  now  selling  at  293m.  per  100  kilos.,  or  a 
decline  of  5m.  on  the  week.  Carnauba  wax  continues  in  a 
firm  position,  but  Japan  is  quiet. 

*  *  *  # 

New  York,  December  8,  3.19  p.m.  : — This  market  has 
not  yet  recovered  from  the  dull  tone  which  followed  Thanks- 
giving-day festivities,  and  there  is  no  important  business  to 
report.  Rio  ipecacuanha  is  easier,  and  is  offered  at  $2.40 
per  lb.  Refined  camphor  is  38c  ,  and  Trnxillo  coca-leaves 
are  15c,  both  moving  upwards.  The  scarcity  of  Russian 
cantharides  is  also  enhancing  the  value,  50c.  per  lb.  being 
the  price  now  ;  and  dragon's  blood  is  dearer,  at  60c.  to  75c. 
per  lb.,  according  to  quality.  Damiana-leaves  have  now 
come  down  to  8c.  per  lb.,  and  have  an  easier  tendency. 

*  *  *  * 

Amsterdam,  December  8,  5.17  p.m.  : — At  the  last  auctions 
of  the  year  8,147  packages  were  offered  (weighing 
685,568  kilos.),  consisting  of  121,572  kilos,  pharmaceutical 
bark  (containing  the  equivalent  of  3277  kilos,  quinine 
sulphate)  and  563,996  kilos,  manufacturing  bark  (containing 
the  equivalent  of  29,609  kilos,  quinine  sulphate).  Of  the 
above  quantity  7,453  packages  sold,  at  an  average  unit  of 
4fc.  per  half-kilo.,  against  4  67c.  at  the  November  auctions. 
The  following  were  the  purchasers: — American  and  English 
factories,  who  bought  the  equivalent  of  6,650  kilos.  ;  the 
Auerbach  factory,  0  kilos. ;  the  Brunswick  factory,  5,982  kilos. ; 
the  Mannheim  and  Amsterdam  factories,  7,952  kilos.  ;  the 
Frankfort-on- Maine  and  Stuttgart  works,  4,945  kilos. ;  and 
various  buyers,  4,502  kilos.  The  prices  paid  for  the  manu- 
facturing bark  ranged  from  9jC  to  42^c.  per  kilo.,  and  for 
druggists'  barks  from  I23C.  to  75jC.  per  kilo.  The  tone  of 
the  auctions  was  quiet. 

London  Markets. 

Acid,  Boracic  Higher.    To-day's  price  for  crystals, 

26/.  5s.  per  ton. 

Acid,  Carbolic. — Firmer.  Crystals  on  the  spot  are 
quoted  at  Q'{d.  per  lb.  for  39°  to  40°  C,  and  6§<Z.  for 
34°  to  35°  C. ;  detached  crystals  ±d.  per  lb.  more.  Crude 
60°  F.,  Is.  lid.  to  2s.  per  gal.  ;  75  per  cent.,  2s.  Qd.  ;  liquid, 
95  to  97  per  cent.,  Is.  2d.  per  gal. 

Acid,  Citric. — In  very  little  demand  this  week,  and 
quotations  are  unchanged  at  Is.  per  lb.  for  foreign,  and 
Is.  0^d.  for  English  crystals. 

Atropine. — B.P.  sulphate  has  been  in  good  demand 
lately  at  unchanged  rates.  Prices,  if  anything,  have  a 
firmer  tendency. 

Borax. — All  holders  have  raised  their  quotations  by 
6^.,  and  now  ask  16s.  for  crystals  and  16s.  Qd.  for  powder. 
Spot  supplies  remain  scarce,  and  higher  rates  are  looked  for. 

Camphor. — Unchanged.  In  the  crude  market  a  little 
business  has  been  done  in  Chinese  at  99s.  per  cwt.,  c.i.f.,  and 
a  small  lot  on  the  spot  has  sold  at  100s.,  but  105s.  is  the 
ruling  spot  quotation,  although  some  sanguine  holders  ask 
107s.  Japanese  is  quoted  110s.  to  112s.  Qd.,  according  to 
holders,  the  Syndicate  wanting  the  higher  figure  and  parting 
with  the  stuff  slowly.  Japanese  refined  in  cakes  is  selling 
at  Is.  <\d.  per  lb.  English  and  German  refined  unchanged, 
but  firm.    The  Hamburg  January  price  is  300m.  per  100  kilos. 

CASTORUM. — The  visual  December  auctions  of  castorum 
were  held  on  Wednesday,  when  1,127  lbs.  and  16  packages 
(220  lbs.)  were  offered,  chiefly  under  the  auspices  of  the 
Hudson's  Bay  Company,  and  sold  with  good  competition  at 
an  advance  (compared  with  last  December  sales)  ranging 
from  10s.  to  15s.  on  common  sorts  and  pickings,  and  3s.  to 
5s.  on  firsts.  The  following  prices  were  paid  : — Good  firsts 
and  seconds,  76s. ;  ditto  damp  and  mouldy,  72s. ;  dry  and 
mouldy,  66s. ;  good  thirds,  51s.  to  53s.  ;  mouldy  and  damp, 
51s. ;  mouldy  and  dry,  50s. ;  pickings,  43s.  to  44s.  Qd. ;  un- 
sorted,  70s. ;  first  and  seconds,  67s.  to  69s. ;  and  thirds,  52s. 
to  53s.  Qd. 


Cocoa-butteh. — In  auction  55  tons  Cadbury's  brand  sold 
at  12$d.  to  12$d.,  rising  to  and  closing  at  13$d.  per  lb.  At 
the  Amsterdam  auction?  on  Wednesday  80  tons  Van  Houten's 
sold  at  62c.  to  64;]c.,  5  tons  Helm  brand  at  64c,  and  20  tons 
Hamer  at  64c.  to  64|c. 

Cocaine. — Some  German  makes  are  still  offered  at  10s.  to 
10s.  Qd.    Best  brands  are  10s.  9«.  per  oz.  in  100-oz.  lots. 

Cinchona. — The  last  London  cinchona-bark  auctions  of 
the  year  to  be  held  on  Tuesday  next,  December  13,  promise 
to  be  unusually  small,  as  up  to  the  present  four  brokers  only 
have  declared  sales  consisting  of  the  following  quantities  :  — 
350  packages  Java,  350  packages  East  Indian,  and  189 
packages  South  American.  There  is  little  doing  on  this 
market;  the  interest  is  centred  upon  the  Amsterdam  auctions 
of  to-day.  The  bark  shipments  from  Java  to  Europe  for 
November,  1898,  are  as  follows  : — 


1898 

1897 

1896 

1895 

1894  1893 

Ainst.  lbs.  . . 
Jan.-Nov.  .. 

1.237.000 
10,132,000 

989,000 
7,780,000 

909,000 
9,189,000 

1,264,000 
8,193,700 

809,700  726,000 
8,386,700  6,951,000 

The  total  shipments  from  January  to  December,  1897, 
amounted  to  8,511,000  Amsterdam  lbs. 


Galls. — In  Persian  blue  no  business  has  been  done,  but 
market  remains  very  firm.  Reports  from  abroad  indicate 
that  the  new  crop  will  be  short,  and  prices,  both  here  and 
abroad,  have  been  advanced,  blue  being  held  at  55s  to 
57s.  Qd.  per  cwt.  nominally  on  the  spot.  Green  are  in  small 
supply,  and  held  at  from  45s.  to  50s. ;  stock  of  white  is 
practically  exhausted. 

Glycerin. — The  market  for  crude  abroad  has  been  ad- 
vanced, but  it  is  not  expected  that  refined  will  follow,  as 
the  position  is  very  uncertain.  In  certain  quarters  refined  is 
offered  below  the  official  quotation  of  the  German  makers, 
owing  to  new  makes  having  come  on  the  market  and  to 
recent  importations.    English  unchanged  but  firm. 

Gum  Tragacanth.— The  drug-statistics  for  November 
show  that  supplies  are  gradually  decreasing  ;  but  arrivals  of 
about  800  cases  are  expected  on  the  market  in  ten 
days,  when,  no  doubt,  there  will  be  a  good  demand. 
Quotations  are,  nominally : — Firsts,  13/  10s.  to  14/.  10s.  ; 
seconds,  12/.  to  12/.  10s. ;  thirds,  11/.  to  11/  5s. ;  and  fourths, 
8/.  to  10/.  5s.  per  cwt. 

Menthol.— The  spot  price  is  now  7s.  Qd.,  and  one  holder 
is  only  willing  to  sell  small  quantities  at  that  figure.  The 
c.i.f.  price  is  7s.  lOhd.  to  8s.,  according  to  holder. 

Mercurials. — Manufacturers  have  decided  not  to  advance 
their  prices  at  present,  so  that  these  remain  as  last 
quoted,  except  that  hyd.  c  cret.  is  lid.  per  lb.  (in  large 
quantities). 

Oil,  Lemon. — A  good  brand  is  obtainable  privately  at 
3s.  Qd.  to  3s.  9d.  per  lb.  f.o.b. 

Oils,  Fixed. — Cocoanut  is  very  firm,  and  in  demand. 
Ceylon  is  quoted  at  advancing  rates  on  the  spot — viz.,  26s. 
to  26s.  Qd.  Cochin  is  nominally  31s.,  spot.  Linseed  is  in- 
clined to  be  easier,  spot  pipes  being  quoted  at  16s.  lid., 
landed  terms,  and  barrels  16s.  Qd.  Rape  dull,  at  21s.  3d. 
to  21s.  Qd.,  spot;  refined,  22s.  9d.;  and  Ravison,  17s.  3d. 
Cotton  is  also  dull,  at  13s.  9d.  to  14s.  3d.  for  refined,  in 
casks. 

Opium. — A  limited  business  has  been  done  in  manufac- 
'  turing  qualities  of  Persian  at  10s.,  and  medium  kinds  at  lis. 
j  per  lb.    Business  in  fine  Persian  is  dull,  but  unchanged,  at 
J  lis.  3d.  to  lis.  Qd.  per  lb.    Soft-shipping  is  also  neglected. 
Smyrna,  November  25. — The  week's  transactions  are  80  cases 

current  and  Karahissar  talequale  at  the  parity  of  9s.  lOd.  to  10s. 
I  for  export,   and  4  cases  Karahissar  at   10s.  Id.  per  lb.,  c.i.f. 

Arrivals  up  to  date  are  1,189  cases,  against  2,951  last  year.  Buyers 
■  for  the  Dutch  Government  have  terminated  their  purchases  for 
I  the  remainder  of  this  year,  but  they  have  still  to  take  delivery  of 

some  200  cases.    Rain  has  fallen  in  many  parts  of  the  interior. 

The  stock  of  opium  in  Smyrna  is  now  estimated  to  be  2,166  cases, 

and  in  Constantinople  718  cases. 

Constantinople,  December  3. — Our  market  still  maintains  its 

firm,  steady  tone,  and  holders,  owing  to  the  continued  drought,  are 
1  less  inclined  to  part  with  their  goods.    The  absence  of  rain  has  had 
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the  effect  of  restricting  very  considerably  the  area  uader  cultiva- 
tion in  comparison  with  what  is  usually  sown  in  previous  years. 
The  increased  value  of  barley,  wheat,  &c  ,  is  an  important  factor, 
and  the  peasants  are  giving  their  attention  to  the  cultivation  of 
these  cereals  in  preference  to  opium,  and  it  may  possibly  turn  oat 
that  next  year's  crop  will  be  a  short  one.  The  sales  for  the  weak 
amount  to  22;cases,  at  the  parity  of  9s.  52.  to  9s.  Qd.  per  lb.  for 
druggists'. 

Phenazone — A  very  sick  article  jmt  no:v,  and  quite 
neglected.    Soms  brands  are  offered  at  6s.  to  7s.  per  lb. 

Quicksilver. — On  Tuesday  the  importers,  after  doing  a 
large  business  at  11.  10s.  per  bottle,  advanced  the  price  by  < 
2s.  6d.,  and  a  similar  advance  was  made  yesterday,  making 
II.  15s.  the  closing  price.    Second-hand  sellers,  quote  71.  14s. 

Quinine. — The  long  hoped-for  rise  has  taken  place  at 
last,  and  it  is  \d.  per  oz.  Cabled  advices  received  on 
'Change  this  afternoon  intimated  the  advance  of  two  Ger- 
man brands  of  sulphate  to  \§\d.  per  oz.  in  100-oz.  tins 
and  1,000-oz  lots  without  engagement.  By  that  time  English 
makers  had  left  'Change,  but  no  doubt  they  also  will 
advance  their  rates  by  \d.  more  than  the  prices  quoted  last 
week.  No  second-hand  price  at  the  moment,  which  is  not 
astonishing,  the  advance  being  to  these  holders  more  in 
the  nature  of  a  fall,  as  measured  by  expectations.  In  auction 
a  case  (1,000  oz.)  of  Taillandier's  was  limited  at  10^.  per  oz. 

Saffron. — The  new  crop  is  exceptionally  fine,  judging 
from  the  first  samples  received,  but  it  is  reported  that  part 
of  the  crop  has  been  damaged.  This  will  come  on  the 
market  later.  Meanwhile  prices  have  advanced,  owing  to 
the  Spanish  exchange  rates  having  improved. 

Seeds. — Morocco  Coriander  is  dearer;  old  crop  sold  in 
public  sale  at  7s.  per  cwt.,  but  there  is  nothing  to  be  had 
privately  at  the  price.  The  new  crop  is  still  being  held  on 
the  other  side  for  more  money.  Cumin  is  very  quiet,  but 
shows  signs  of  being  dearer,  as  the  supplies  are  now  in  small 
compass.  Canary-seed  steady,  without  any  speculative 
inquiry.  Anise,  little  doing.  Caraways  dull  and  un- 
changed.   Fenugreek  in  small  demand. 

Spices — At  the  public  sales  on  Wednesday,  Cochin 
Ginger  was  dull,  only  a  small  part  being  sold,  small  rough 
at  19s.  per  cwt.,  and  boldish  native  cut  at  52s.  per  cwt. 
Pimento  quiet,  one  small  lot  of  ordinary  sold  at  b\d.  per 
lb  Nutmegs  about  Id.  per  lb.  cheaper,  80's  selling  at 
Is.  Id.  per  lb.  Mace  dull.  Zanzibar  Cloves  easier  ;  fair 
quality  sold  at  3§^.  per  lb.,  and  January-March  delivery  at 
3|d.  per  lb.  Zanzibar  C  h  i  1  li  e  s  sold  at  33s.  per  cwt.  for 
fair  red,  little  stalky,  being  lower.  Natal  Capsicums 
brought  60s.  per  cwt.  The  Pepper  offered  was  bought  in, 
with  the  exception  of  one  lot  of  Penang  white,  which  sold  at 
7£d.  per  lb.  The  busine-s  privately  has  not  been  large,  and 
prices  show  very  little  change  from  last  week's  quotations. 

Sulphonal. — There  are  sellers  in  second-hand  at  14s.  to 
14s.  6d.  per  lb  net,  according  to  quantity,  and  we  understand 
the  lower  figure  has  been  paid  this  week.  Officially  quota- 
tions are  unchanged  at  16s.  6d.  in  10-lb.  parcels. 

Thymol — The  present  quotation  is  from  8s.  to  8s.  6d. 
per  lb.,  according  to  holder.  In  some  quarters  higher 
figures  are  looked  for. 

Drug-auctions  in  London. 

Moderate,  even  scratch,  supplies  characterised  the  sales 
to-day,  and  although  there  were  sixteen  catalogues  the 
goods  were  more  varied  than  bulky,  as  the  following]summary 
shows : — 

Offered  Sold  Offered  Sold 


Aconite-root   19  ...  0 

Aloes,  Cape    18  ...  14 

Socotrine    75  ...  5 

Almonds,  bitter  ...  7  ...  0 

Ambergris   4  ...  0 

Aniseed   20  ...  0 

Anise,  star   1  ...  0 

Anxiatto-seed    29  ...  0 

Antimony   50  ...  0 

Areca-nuts    5  ...  0 

Argol    2  ...  2 

B.iel  fruit   5  ...  5 


Balsam,  Canada  ...  6  ...  0 

Copaiba    10  ...  5 

Tolu    6  ...  0 

Benzoin,  Siam   12  ...  0 

Sumatra    95  ...  24 

Buchu    11  ...  0 

Calumba   210  ...  103 

Camphor  (refined)  72  ...  21 

Canella  alba   6  ...  0 

Cardamoms   152  ...  63 

Cascara  sagrada  ...  118  ...  0 

Cascarilla   18  ...  18 


Offered  Sold 

Cassia  fistula    37  ...  37  i 

Castorum    1  ...  0 

Chillies   10  ...  0 

Cinchona    117  ...  3 

Civet   12  ...  0 

Coca-leaves    28  ...  0 

Cocculus  Indicus...  50  ...  0  , 

Colocynth   5  ...  0 

Croton-seed    12  ...  0 

Cubebs    137  ...  0 

Cuttlefish-bone  ...  32  ...  0 

Damiana    5  ...  0 

Dill-seed    20  ...  0 

Dragon's-blood   ...  2  ...  0 

Ergot  of  rye   34  ...  24 

Galangal    10  ...  0 

Gamboge    10  ...  4 

Gentian   25  ...  0 

Guaiacum    16  ...  16 

Guinea-grains    10  ...  2 

Gum  ammoniacum  90  ...  60 

arabic   31  ...  12 

olibanum    45  ...  0 

thus    13  ...  0 

Honey    114  ...  63 

Ipecacuanha  (Cart.)  30  ...  0 

Ipecacuanha  (Rio)  52  ...  0 

Jalap   11  ...  8 

Kamala   19  ...  5 

Kino    25  ...  0 

Kola-nuts   35  ...  1 

Lime-juice    3  ...  0 

Liquorice-root   7  ...  0 

Musk   19  ...  3 

Myrrh    25  ...  5 

Nux  vomica    80  ...  80 

Oil,  bay   5    ...  0 

bergamot                 1  ...  0 


Offered  Sold 

cassia   13  ...  11 

castor   50  ...  0 

cedarwood   4  ...  0 

cinnamon    7  ...  0 

citronella    1  ...  0 

cloves   2  ...  0 

cod-liver    12  ...  0 

eucalyptus   35  ...  0 

lemon   23  ...  0 

lemongrass    121  ...  0 

lime    7  ...  1 

neroli   9  ...  4 

nutmeg   1  ...  1 

olive    6  ...  0 

peppermint    2  ...  0 

rose  (Bombay)...  4  ...  0 

sassafras    2  ...  0 

wintergreen    1  ...  0 

Opium    6  ...  0 

Orange-peel   13  ...  0 

Orris-root   20  ...  7 

Otto  of  rose    2  ...  2 

Patchouli-leaves ...  1  ...  0 

Quinine   1  ...  0 

Rhatany   6  ...  0 

Rhubarb    203  ...  41 

Sarsaparilla   52  ...  46 

Senega    7  ...  0 

Senna   209  ...  118 

Soy   98  ...  98 

Squills    61  ...  0 

Strophanthus    7  ...  0 

Thyme-seed    2  ...  2 

Tonka-beans   17  ...  0 

Turmeric    85  ...  1 

Vanilla    199  ...  120 

Vermilion   12  ...  0 

Wax  (bees')    398  ...  284 


We  find  at  the  last  moment  that  we  have  no  space  left  to 
print  the  statistics  for  November,  and  we  therefore  briefly 
_  note  the  more  important  articles.    In  aloes. 

Statistics.  1>968  gourds  were  delivered  in  November,  and 
only  85  cases  of  all  kinds  were  imported.  The 
camphor  stock  has  diminished  to  7,568  cases,  67  haviDg  been 
imported  and  1,757  delivered.  The  imports  of  ipecacuanha 
were  78  packages,  the  deliveries  61,  and  the  stock  stands  at 
164  packages.  There  are  1,724,944  oz.  of  quinine  in  the 
warehouses,  1,726  cases  of  rhubarb  (a  big  stock),  and  1,478 
bales  of  senna,  as  compared  with  941  last  year  at  this  time. 
Some  of  these  figures  have  been  sensibly  reduced  by  to-day's 
sale. 

Aconite-root. — For  Ferox  root  there  were  no  bids ;  18.t. 
per  cwt.  would  buy,  values  having  declined. 

Aloes  (Cape).  —  Easier  owing  to  large  arrivals,  good 
bright  aloes,  partly  soft,  selling  at  21s.  to  22*.,  a  larger  portion 
subject,  as  the  broker  had  no  instructions. 

Aloes,  Curacao. — Good  livery  Curasao  is  very  scarce  and 
firmly  held.    None  was  offered  to-day. 

Aloes,  Socotrine. — This  variety  of  aloes  is  also  some- 
what scarce  We  reported  last  week  large  private  sales  of 
pastry-brown  aloes  at  75s  per  cwt.  The  limit  in  auction 
was  the  same.  A  very  low  lot  of  East  Indian,  mainly 
rubbish,  sold  at  10s.  per  cwt. 

Ambergris. — Nothing  good  offered,  but  one  exceedingly 
bad  lot,  smelling  of  asphalt  and  slightly  of  hieracium,  from 
the  Cape  badger,  was  taken  out,  6d  per  oz.  being  bid,  2s. 
below  the  figure  at  which  it  is  sold  privately. 

Antimony. — In  auction  Japanese  crude  was  limited  at 
23^.  10s  per  ton.  Privately  regulus  is  quoted  at  36^.  15s.  to 
371  5s.  per  ton. 

Areca-nuts. — For  good  26s.  was  wanted.  Privately  the 
market  is  very  bare,  and  holders  ask  from  30s.  to  3Ls.  per  cwt. 

Argol  (Cape). — Good  firsts  sold  at  50s.  and  seconds  at 
40s.  per  cwt. 

Bael-fruit,  in  slices  of  well-dried  pulp,  sold  at  Id.  per 
lb.,  subject. 

Balsam   Copaiba. —  Fine   filtered   Maracaibo  sold  at 
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Is.  Id.  per  lb. ;  Cartagena  was  the  other;kind,  and  was  bought 
in  at  Is.  2d. 

Benzoin. — Holders  of  lower  qualities  of  Sumatra  are  now 
asking  more  money  in  consequence  of  the  good  business  done 
lately.  Palembang  is  scarce,  and  for  that  reason  buyers 
have  had  to  fall  back  upon  lower  qualities  of  Sumatra. 
There  was  no  really  fine  seconds  of  the  latter  in  auction  to- 
day. Fine  pea  to  bean  size  Siam  almonds  was  limited  at 
16Z.  per  cwt.,  and  siftings  at  91. ;  ordinary  seconds  Sumatra, 
false-packed  at  the  ends,  sold  at  51.  2s.  Qd.  to  5/.  5s  ;  and  fair 
ditto  well  almonded,  of  good  aroma,  at  51.  lis.  Qd.  to 
61.  12s.  Qd.  per  cwt. 

Buchu. — Although  the  market  privately  is  firm,  no 
business  was  done  publicly. 

Calumba. — Ordinary  dull  and  brown  mixed  sorts,  rather 
rough,  sold  at  lis.  Qd.  per  cwt. ;  other  grades  rather  easier. 

Camphoe. — The  sales  in  auction  were  10  cases,  each 
100  lbs.,  in  g-oz.  tablets,  at  Is.  Hd.,  and  for  the  remainder  of 
the  parcel  Is.  3§<2.  was  bid  and  refused.  Part  of  another 
parcel  from  the  Nippon  Camphor  Company  sold  at  Is.  l\\d. 
for  J-oz.  tablets  and  Is.  Qd.  for  \  oz.  A  case  of  slabs,  tablets, 
&c,  sold  at  Is.  3d.  per  lb. 

Canada  Balsam. — Dull  unstrained  was  taken  out  at 
Is.  2d.  per  lb.    Less  would  buy. 

Canella  Alba. — This  scarce  article  was  offered,  and 
bought  in  at  65s.  per  cwt.  for  good  small  quill. 

Cabdamoms. — Slightly  easier.  For  fair  bold  Ceylon 
Mysores,  good  bright  pale  colour  and  full  seeded,  3s.  lOd. 
per  lb.  was  paid ;  medium  ditto,  2s.  9d.  ;  small  to  medium 
pale  round,  2s.  to  2s.  1(2. ;  fair  pale,  mixed  sizes,  2s  Qd. ;  pale 
medium  longs,  2s.  lid  ;  small  ditto,  2s.  3d. ;  brown  medium 
longs,  Is.  9d.  ;  splits  and  pickings,  Is.  9d.  to  Is.  lid.  Ceylon 
Malabars,  pale  medium  to  bold,  2s.  5d.  per  lb.,  subject ;  brown 
ditto,  2s.  6d.  refused;  small  to  medium  ditto,  Is.  Qd.  to 
2s  2d.  ;  poor  and  small  fruit.  Is.  Qd.  For  mixed  Malabars 
and  Mysores,  good  bold,  2s.  3d  was  bid.  Long  wilds  sold  at 
3s.  IQd.  to  3s  11^.  per  lb.  Seeds,  fine  full  flavour,  3s.  Id. 
per  lb. ;  pale  and  mixed,  2s.  Qd.  to  2s.  8d.\  , 

Cascaba  Sagbada. — There  have  been  several  inquiries 
lately  for  New  York  account,  and  during  the  past  week  a 
fair  amount  of  business  has  been  done  privately  at  24s.  per 
cwt.,  but  unexpacted  supplies  have  cropped  up  ;  25s.  was  the 
limit  in  auction. 

Cascabilla. — Higher  rates  were  still  obtained,  siftings 
selling  at  25s  per  cwt.,  small  to  medium  thin  quill  at  31s., 
and  dusty  ditto  at  29s.  Qd. 

Cassia  Fistula. — Good,  part-broken;  bold  podj:realised 
12s.  Qd.  per  cwt. 

Cinchona. —  In  auction  3  sold:  thin  and  bright  South 
American  quill  at  3d.  per  lb.  ;  dark  damaged  Cartagena  was 
sold  at  (Id.  ;  and  Maracaibo  bark  was  bought  in  at]  5d. 
per  lb. 

Civet. — No  sales,  and  plenty  of  stock  available  at  10s  to 
lis.  per  oz.  for  good  pasty. 

Coca-leaves. — Good  Huanoco  were  limited  at  Is.  3d.,  and 
Truxillos  were  bought  in  at  lid. 

Cocculus  Indicus.— Clean  bold  berries  were  limited  at 
8s.  Qd.  per  cwt. 

Cboton-seeds. — A  bid  of  50s.  per  cwt.  was  refused  for 
good  bright  Ceylon. 

Cubebs  — 24s.  per  cwt.  would  buy  good  medium  berries  of 
full  flavour.  The  exports  from  Java  from  July  1  to  Septem- 
ber 30  were  : — 

1898         1897  1896         1895  1894 

Piculs     728        1,062  504         1,082  1.127 

Cuttle  Fish. — Only  remainders  were  offered,  and  2d. 
was  bid  for  fair  broken. 

Damiana-leaves,  which  are  easier  in  U.S.A..,  were  not 
bid  for. 

Dbagon's-blood. — A  shipment  of  13  cases  is  due  to 
arrive,  and  more  will  come  along  as  soon  as  business  rela- 
tions with  Manila  are  resumed.    For  one  case  of  fine  and 


medium  mixed  81.  10s.  was  bid  and  refused,  the  lot  being 
bought  in  at  101.  per  cwt. 

Ebgot  op  Rye. — In  auction  good  Spanish  sold  at  2s.  lOd. 
per  lb.,  highest  price  yet  paid,  and  2s.  9d.  was  refused  for 
another  lot.  It  will  be  noted  that  this  was  new  crop, 
although  it  was  reported  a  month  ago  that  none  was  avail- 
able. A  lot  of  old  and  rather  weevilly  Spanish  realised  Is. 
per  lb.  Privately,  good  Spanish  of  new  crop  is  held  at  from 
2s.  9d.  to  3s. ;  Russian  is  Is.  5d.  to  Is.  3d. 

GALANGAL — Chinese  advices  to  hand  this  week  report 
small  stocks,  but  no  business,  owing  to  the  present  rate  of 
exchange. 

Gamboge. — Broken  and  partly  blocky  pipe  of  fair  colour 
sold  at  Ql.  10s.,  and  dark  ditto  at  Ql.  per  cwt. ;  81.  2s.  Qd.  was 
bid  and  refused  for  fair  loose  orange  pipe. 

Guinea  Geains. — In  auction  there  was  no  business. 
Privately  a  small  sale  has  been  made  at  60s.  per  cwt. 

Gum  Ammoniacum.— Sold  well,  and  the  qualities  were  on 
the  whole  excellent  from  the  chemist's  point  of  view,  some 
being  of  full  flavour.  Fine  white  blocky  tear  sold  at  45s  , 
second  ditto  at  32s.  to  33s.,  and  thirds,  which  were  somewhat 
dark,  at  23s.  to  24s.,  and  darkest  of  all  at  20s.  White  tear  only 
partly  blocky,  of  good  colour  and  fair  flavour,  sold  at  25s.  to 
27s.  per  cwt. 

Gum  Ababic. — Privately  a  good  business  continues  to  be 
done  in  Persian  insoluble  sorts,  at  20s.  to  22s.  per  cwt.,  and 
blocky  at  15s.  to  15s.  Qd.  per  cwt.  Very  little  now  remains 
of  the  recent  arrivals.  In  Soudan  sorts  a  quiet  market  is 
reported.  A  parcel  of  Ghezireh  has  arrived,  but  it  is  held 
for  a  high  figure.  Good  Turkey  sorts  of  medium  colour  and 
fairly  bold  sold  at  80s.  per  cwt.;  siftings  were  limited  at  25s., 
and  a  lot  of  very  damaged  stuff  sold  without  reserve  at 
32s.  Qd.  per  cwt. 

Gum  Guaiacum.  — Fine  gum  still  remains  scarce,  and  is 
wanted.  What  was  offered  to-day  consisted  largely  of  low 
grades.  Fair  blocky  and  dark,  but  rather  unequal,  sold  at 
3\d.  per  lb. ;  and  low  drossy  at  l^d. 

Gum  Thus.— For  good  E.I.  12s.  per  cwt.  was  bid,  but  the 
parcel  was  taken  out  at  16s. 

Honey.  —  Jamaica  was  dearer  in  |auction,  fair  set 
seconds  having  sold  at  21s.  to  22  s.  per  cwt.,  and  darker  lots, 
part  clear,  at  19s.  to  19s.  6d.  Californian  was  limited 
at  37s. 

Ipecacuanha.— A  parcel  of  49  bales  Rio  is  now  landing. 
There  was,  however,  not  a  single  sale  in  auction,  a  bid  of 
9s  Qd.  for  good  bold  annulated  clean  Rio  being  refused,  9s.  8</. 
was  nearer  the  teller's  price  ;  thin  woody  and  part  stemmy 
was  limited  at  9s.  Qd  ,  so  that  prices  are  distinctly  easier. 
Cartagena :  a  bid  of  6s.  5d.  was  made  for  a  doubtful  lot 
of  root,  said  to  be  imported  from  Jamaica,  but  no  other 
sign  disturbed  the  harmony. 

Kamala. — A  parcel,  offered  without  reserve,  was 
slaughtered  at  2d.  to  Qd.  per  lb.  Good  was  bought  in 
at  8d. 

Kino. — Neglected.  For  Madras  (Butea  frondosa)  gum 
15s.  was  wanted,  and  for  Garnet  Zambesi  3s.  6^  ,  down  to 
Is.  Qd.  for  black. 

Kola. — At  the  spice-auctions  4  packages  Grenada  sold  at 
2\d.  to  3\d.  per  lb.  In  drug-auction  3\d.  per  lb.  was  paid 
for  sound  West  Indian,  while  for  a  fine  lot  of  bold  dark  ditto 
4<£.  was  refused. 

Musk. — Shanghai  exports  for  October  amounted  to  97" 
catties  (1  catty  =  21  oz.  fully),  14  of  which  came  direct  to 
London,  the  remainder  being  divided  between  Kobe,  New 
York,  Paris,  Marseilles,  and  Hong-Kong.  In  auction 
45s.  per  oz.  was  paid  for  thin-skin  grey  unsorted  Tonkin  ; 
and  for  trimmings  3d.,  subject,  was  accepted.  Small  to  bold 
thin-skin  blue,  of  poor  flavour,  were  bought  in  at  72s.  Qd. 
per  oz. 

Mybbh. — For  what  little  was  sold  a  firm  price  was  paid — 
viz ,  56s  for  fair  pale  Aden.  A  bid  of  90s.  was  refused  for 
good  dark,  the  buying-in  price  being  110s.  per  cwt. 

Nux  Vomica. — Privately  the  market  is  firm,  and  good 
quality  is  unobtainable  under  6s.  per  cwt.  Deliveries  during 
November  have  been  fairly  heavy.    In  auction  a  stiing  of 
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80  bags  of  small  dull  B.I.  seed  sold  at  5s  ,  and  damages  at 
4s.    Another  parcel  of  57  bags  were  not  landed  in  time. 

Oil,  Behgamot. — Messina  advices  intimate  a  probable 
decline  in  prices  when  the  new  crop  is  well  on  the  market. 
On  the  other  hand,  we  hear  that  the  crop  is  about  one- third 
ess  than  last  year.  In  auction  8s.  Qd.  per  lb.  was  the  limit 
for  Pasquale's  brand. 

Oil,  Cassia. — For  oil  containing  50  per  cent,  to  55  per 
cent,  cinnamic  aldehyde  from  3s.  lid.  to  4s.  per  lb.  was 
paid.    No  bid  was  made  for  79  per  cent. 

Oil,  Castor  — Privately  the  market  remains  quiet,  Belgian 
of  first  pressing  being  quoted  on  the  spot  at  26s. ,  and  second 
pressing  24s.  In  auction  good  Calcutta  seconds  were  held 
for  3|rf.  per  lb.,  and  another  lot  at  Hd. 

Oil,  Cod-liver. — Dull  of  sale  privately.  Old  non-freezing 
Norwegian  was  limited  at  72s.  Qd.  and  68s.  per  barrel. 

Oil,  Neroli. — A  lot  of  four  packages  of  poor  odour  sold, 
without  reserve,  at  3kd.  per  oz. 

Oil,  Nutmeg. — Leaf  oil  sold  at  2d.  per  oz. 

Oil,  Peppermint. — All  kinds  are  quiet:  4s.  10^d.  has 
been  paid  for  40  per  cent,  on  the  spot  this  week,  but  no  more 
is  to  be  had  at  this  figure,  5s.  being  the  general  quotation : 
the  c.i.f.  price  is  5s.  3d.  to  5s.  4§^.  Holders  of  dementholised 
are  firm  at  3s.  Qd.  on  the  spot,  at  which  figure  a  few  cases 
have  changed  hands  ;  from  3s.  10^d.  to  4s.  c.i.f.  is  asked. 
HGH  American  oil  has  been  selling  in  small  quantities  at 
5s.  4^rf.  on  the  spot. 

Orris. — Fair  Verona  sorts  sold  without  reserve  at  23s., 
and  a  few  bags  of  bold  Florentine  seconds  passed  the 
hammer  at  41s.  per  cwt. 

Otto  of  Rose. — Two  packages  of  fair,  offered  without 
reserve,  sold  at  15s.  per  T.  oz. 

Rhatany. — The  limit  placed  on  a  parcel  of  fair 
Savanilla  was  Qhd.  per  lb. 

Rhubarb. — The  shipments  from  Shanghai  during  October 
amounted  to  149  piculs,  divided  as  follows: — London  102, 
Bremen  ?.2,  and  Havre  25  piculs.  Shanghai  advices  dated 
October  31  report  that  good  qualities  are  scarce,  and  little 
business  doing.  Here  in  London  we  have  now  obtained 
most  of  the  supplies  for  the  season,  and  only  driblets  are 
likely  to  come  forward  until  Jane  next.  This  fact  should  be 
kept  in  mind  by  purchasers.  Good  bold  fair  fracture,  round 
Canton,  was  bought  in  at  2s.  3d.  per  lb. ;  good  medium 
ditto,  Is.  to  Is.  Id.,  low  wormy,  lOd.  to  lid.,  and  pickings  at 
8d.  and  9d.  Shensi :  Good  druggists'  trimming,  compact, 
good  fracture,  was  limited  at  2s.  Qd.  to  2s.  9d,  per  lb.,  accord- 
ing to  size.  Good  bold  Shensi,  round,  good  pink  and  grey 
fracture,  sold  at  Is.  Id  per  lb.,  fair,  Is.  9^.,  and  a  fine  bold 
lot  was  held  for  2s.  9d  :  ditto  pickings,  Is.  High-dried : 
Bold  flat,  but  rough,  sold  at  8^4.  to  8%d.  per  lb.  ;  medium 
ditto,  8%d. ;  rough,  5§d.,  and  a  superior  lot  at  lOd.  Dull- 
coated,  round,  poor  pinky  fracture,  9±d.  to  9%d. 

Sahsapaeilla. — Jamaica  sold  well  at  Is.  8d.  for  sound 
grey,  Is.  Qd.  for  first-class  damaged,  and  Is.  5d.  for  second- 
class  ;  for  another  parcel  of  good  grey  fibrous  Is.  4rf.  to 
Is.  Id  was  paid  according  to  quality.  Half  Lima- Jamaica 
offered  sold  at  lid.  to  Is.  for  damaged,  and  a  bale  of  good 
Guayaquil  realised  Is.  Id  per  lb.  A  bale  (the  only  lot 
offered)  of  red  native  Jamaica  was  limited  at  9d.  per  lb. 

Senna. — A  very  poor  assortment  of  Tinnevelly  was  offered 
to-day,  an  entire  absence  of  fine  green  leaf  being  notice- 
able. Fair  medium  to  bold,  part  brown  and  yellowish,  sold 
at  3^d. ;  and  small  leaf  of  medium  colour  at  2d.  to  2\d.  per 
lb.  ;  and  poor  damaged  stuff  at  Id.  to  l±d.  per  lb.  No 
Alexandrian  was  sold,  and  Mecca  was  limited  at  §<Z.  per  lb. 
Pods  realised  from  %d.  to  l^d.  per  lb.  The  market  for 
Alexandrian  leaf  has  been  very  dull  privately,  sales  being 
confined  to  small  lots  of  fine  new  at  Qhl.  and  broken  leaf  at 
4fd  per  lb. 

Soy. — For  good  Chinese  offered  without  reserve  ll|<f.  to 
Is.  per  gal.  was  accepted.  This  is  below  the  current  market 
value. 

Squills. — For  fair  soft  firsts  Qd.  per  lb.  was  the  limit. 
Thyme-seed  realised  6s.  per  cwt.  for  fair. 


Vanilla. — There  was  an  absence  of  best  qualities  in 
auction,  but  prices  were  well-maintained.  Tahiti  sold,  with 
good  competition,  at  from  8s.  to  8s.  9d.  for  fair  brown 
chocolate  Other  prices  paid  were:  Common  foxy,  10s.  Qd 
to  15s. ;  ordinary  brown,  13s.  to  15s.  ;  dry  brownish,  15s  6^/ 
to  16s.  ;  long,  17s.  Qd  to  20s. ;  middling  fresh  chocolate, 
15s.  to  18s.  ;  fair  ditto,  17s.  to  22s.  Qd. ;  good  cottony,  19s  Qd 
to  22s.  Qd.  ;  long,  24s.  Qd.  to  25s. 

Wax  (Bees').— Continental  purchases  on  this  market  have 
sent  up  prices  a  little,  from  2s.  Qd.  to  5s  per  cwt  more  having 
been  paid  privately  for  Madagascar  and  African  waxes.  The 
following  prices  refer  to  sales.  All  Australian  offered  was  fair 
hard  yellow,  and  it  sold  at  QI.  5s.  per  cwt. ;  Calcutta  bleached 
sold  at  6/.  12s.  Qd.  to  Ql.  15s. ;  yellow  at  51.  5s. ;  good  Dominica 
6/.  7s.  Qd  ;  Jamaica,  good  hard,  fair-coloured  wax,  6/.  15s.  to 
6?.  17s.  Qd. ;  fair  sorts,  Ql.  10s.  to  6^.  12s.  Qd. ;  Madagascar  all 
sold  with  good  competition  as  follows: — Dark  yellow 
brownish,  51.  10s.  to  5/.  17s.  Qd.  to  Ql  ;  ditto,  good  sound 
yellow,  51  12s  6^.  Fair  Montserrat  sold  at  6/.  12s.  Qd.  to 
6/.  15s.  Zanzibar  all  sold;  yellow  dull  at  Ql.  5s.:  ditto, 
mixed  colours,  Ql.  5s. ;  ditto,  earthy  and  wormy,  51.  17s.  Qd. 


domino  fcvente. 


Monday,  December  12. 

Society'  of  Arts,  John  Street,  Adelphi,  W.C.,  at  8  p.m.  Cantor 
Lecture  IV.  on  Acetylene,  by  Professor  V.  B.  Lewes. 

Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Ireland,  67  Lower  Mount  Street, 
Dublin,  at  8.15.  Evening  meeting.  "The  Chemistry  of 
Incompatibility,  and  some  of  its  lessons."  Illustrated  by  ex- 
periments. 

Tuesday,  {December  13 

Bradford  and  District  Chemists'  Association .    In  the  County 

Restaurant,  7  to  9.30  p.m.  Children's  evening. 
Glasgow  and.  West  of  Scotland  Pharmaceutical  Association, 

94  West  Regent  Street,  at  9  p.m.  Discussion  on  the  B.P. 
Pharmaceutical  Society    of  Great  Britain,  17  Bloomsbury 

Square,  W.C.,  at  8  P.M.    Mr.  W.  M.  Holmes  will  read  a  paper 

on  "  Deep  Sea  Deposits." 

Wednesday,  December  14. 

Manchester  Pharmaceutical  Association.  "  The  Pharmacy  Act 
1898,  literally  interpreted,"  by  Mr.  J.  Rymer  Young  ;  followed 
by  a  smoking-concert. 

Society  of  Arts,  John  Street,  Adelphi,  W.C.,  at  8  p.m.  "  Com- 
mercial Education,"  by  Sir  Albert  Rollit,  M.P. 

Sheffield  Pharmaceutical  and  Chemical  Society,  at  8.30  p.m. 
"Company  Pharmacy,"  by  Mr.  George  Squire  (President). 

Midland  Chemists'  Assistants'  Association,  Exchange  Rooms, 
Birmingham,  at  9  p.m.  Smoking-concert. 

Edinburgh  Chemists',  Assistants',  and  Apprentices'  Association, 
at  36  York  Place,  Edinburgh,  at  9.15  p.m.  "  The  Latinity  of 
the  New  Pharmacopoeia,"  by  Mr.  G.  Coull. 

Nottingham  and  Notts  Chemists'  Association,  at  9  p.m.,  at  the 
Albert  Hotel.  "  Brief  notes  on  the  more  important  prepara- 
tions of  the  new  B.P.,  especially  in  their  relationship  to  the 
Food  and  Drugs  Act,"  by  Mr.  Eberlin. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne  and  District  Chemists'  Association.  Annual 
smoking-concert  in  Mdtropole  Hotel,  at  8  p.m. 

Forfarshire  Chemists'  Association.  Meeting  at  the  Queen's 
Hotel,  Dundee,  at  4  p.m. 

Thursday,  December  15. 

Cheyyiists'  Assistants'  Associatioyi,  73  Newman  Street,  W.,  at  9 

P.M.    Musical  and  social  evening. 
Chemical  Society,  Burlington  House,  W.,  at  8  p.m.  I 

Friday,  December  16. 

Aberdeen  Junior  Chemists'  Association,  at  9.30  p.m.  in  the 

North  Silver   Street   Hall.     "  The  Drug-trade — Past  and 

Present,"  by  Mr.  C.  Forbes, 
Cambridge  Pharmaceutical  Association,  at   Dale's  Assembly 

Rooms,  at  9.15  P.M.  Mr.  A.  S.  Campkin  will  deliver  an  address 

on  "Pharmaceutical  Politics." 


Me  F.  R.  Ceesswell.  of  Messrs.  Cresswell,  Brothers  k 
Schmitz,  sponge-importers,  Red  Lion  Square,  W.C  ,  leaves 
for  South  Africa  on  December  17.  Mr.  Cresswell's  head- 
quarters will  be  at  Capetown,  where  his  firm  have  established 
a  branch.  In  addition,  Mr.  Cresswell  will  represent  in  South 
Africa  the  interests  of  Messrs.  E.  Co:>k  &  Co.,  soap-manu- 
facturers, Bow,  E ,  and  Messrs.  Major  &  Co.  (Limited), 
disinfectants-manufacturers,  Hull. 


